
CONTACT US

J O H N  R O G A N ,  P H . D .

c l a r k u . e d u / d e p a r t m e n t s / h e r o

P r o f e s s o r  o f  G e o g r a p h y  
D i r e c t o r ,  H E R O / C o - P I  
G r a d u a t e  S c h o o l  o f  G e o g r a p h y ,  C l a r k  U n i v e r s i t y  
j r o g a n @ c l a r k u . e d u

D E B O R A H  M A R T I N ,  P H . D .

P r o f e s s o r  o f  G e o g r a p h y  
A s s o c i a t e  D i r e c t o r ,  H E R O / C o - P I  
G r a d u a t e  S c h o o l  o f  G e o g r a p h y ,  C l a r k  U n i v e r s i t y  
d e m a r t i n @ c l a r k u . e d u

R A C H E L  L E V I T T ,  
P R O G R A M  A S S I S T A N T

P r o g r a m  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  G e o g r a p h y  
A s s t .  t o  t h e  D i r e c t o r  &  A s s o c .  D i r e c t o r  o f  H E R O  
G r a d u a t e  S c h o o l  o f  G e o g r a p h y ,  C l a r k  U n i v e r s i t y  
r l e v i t t @ c l a r k u . e d u  
5 0 8 . 7 9 3 . 7 2 8 2

R E S E A R C H  
E X P E R I E N C E  F O R  

U N D E R G R A D U A T E S  
A T  C L A R K  

U N I V E R S I T Y  

PROGRAM INFO

P R O G R A M  T I M E L I N E

T h i s  y e a r  t h e  H E R O  p r o g r a m  w i l l  r u n  f o r  e i g h t  
w e e k s  d u r i n g  S u m m e r  2 0 1 9 :  

M A Y  2 0  -  J U L Y  1 2

T h e  p r o g r a m  w i l l  b e g i n  o n  M o n d a y ,  M a y  2 0 t h  
a n d  e n d  o n  F r i d a y ,  J u l y  1 2 t h  2 0 1 9 .   D u r i n g  t h e s e  
w e e k s ,  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  f i e l d w o r k ,  
r e s e a r c h ,  d a t a  a n a l y s i s ,  a n d  p r e s e n t a t i o n s .   F i e l d  
w o r k  w i l l  i n c l u d e  d a i l y  t r a v e l  t o  a n d  f r o m  f i e l d  
s i t e s  i n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  T h e  p r o g r a m  w i l l  
c o n c l u d e  w i t h  a  f i n a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  m e m b e r s  
o f  t h e  C l a r k  a n d  W o r c e s t e r  c o m m u n i t y .    

H O W  T O  A P P L Y  
C o m p l e t e  a n  o n l i n e  a p p l i c a t i o n  ( l i n k  a t  
c l a r k u . e d u / d e p a r t m e n t s / h e r o  o r  a t  t h e  b e l o w  
Q R  c o d e )  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m a t e r i a l s :  
 
1 )  P D F  o f  c u r r e n t  u n o f f i c i a l  t r a n s c r i p t  
2 )  p e r s o n a l  s t a t e m e n t  e s s a y  ( 3  p a g e s  m a x i m u m )  
( P D F  o r  W o r d  d o c )  s t a t i n g  y o u r  r e s e a r c h  
i n t e r e s t s ,  r e l e v a n t  e x p e r i e n c e ,  a n d  w h y  y o u  
w a n t  t o  b e  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  H E R O  p r o g r a m .    

A P P L Y  B Y  5 P M  E S T   
F E B R U A R Y  2 5 ,  2 0 1 9

Q u e s t i o n s ?  
E m a i l  h e r o a d m i s s i o n s @ c l a r k u . e d u

HUMAN 
ENVIRONMENT

REGIONAL 
OBSERVATORY

S C A N  &  A P P L Y  
O R  V I S I T  O U R  
W E B S I T E  F O R  
T H E  L I N K  

S U M M E R  2 0 1 9



The Human-Environment Regional Observatory 
(HERO) program is a unique undergraduate-graduate- 
faculty experience that engages in research on 
human-environment relationships in Massachusetts. 
HERO Fellows conduct hands-on research under the 
mentorship of Clark University faculty. The research 
conducted by HERO Fellows often leads to scholarly 
publications, presentations at academic conferences 
across the USA, and awards and honors. 
 
HERO Fellows analyze the causes and consequences 
of global environmental changes at local scales in 
faculty-led research projects. Each Fellow is paired 
with a Clark faculty mentor and other researchers on 
the HERO team. Fellows will learn how to use various 
research methods such as GIS, remote sensing, 
geostatistical modeling, interviews and focus groups. 
 
- Unique hands-on research experience working 
  with graduate students and faculty 
- Opportunities for publications, presentations, 
   honors, and awards 
- Stipend for 8 weeks of research, plus academic 
   credit 
- Funding for attendance to present research at the 
  Association of American Geographers (AAG) 
  annual scholarly meeting 

Based on a competitive application process, each year 
the HERO program selects a diverse group of 
undergraduate students to be HERO Fellows. HERO 
values students who demonstrate energetic and 
inquisitive minds, and who are fearless when charting 
new intellectual territory. Previous course work in 
research methods (Geog 141 or equivalent), and human 
or environmental geography — such as urban and 
population studies, GIS, landscape ecology, land-use 
planning, statistics and remote sensing — is helpful but 
not required. 
 
Applications can be found online at: 
clarku.edu/departments/hero 

WHAT IS HERO?

THERE IS NO SYLLABUS FOR 
THIS. IT’S NOT LIKE A TYPICAL 
UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH 
PROJECT, INVOLVING A 
RESEARCH PAPER, AND YOU 
SOLELY USE THE INTERNET, OR 
A LAB EXPERIMENT IN CLASS. 
THIS WAS LONGER AND MORE 
INTERACTIVE. WE’RE THE 
RESEARCHERS. WE’RE THE 
ONES GOING OUT AND 
COLLECTING THE DATA. WE 
MET WITH THE DCR [STATE 
DEPARTMENT OF 
CONSERVATION AND 
RECREATION] AND THE WTI 
[WORCESTER TREE 
INITIATIVE]. 

HOW DO I BECOME 
A HERO STUDENT?

- -  S a v a n n a h  S a n f o r d ,  H E R O  ' 1 6  
F e l l o w    Q u o t e  f r o m  C l a r k  N e w s  
a r t i c l e  b y  M e r e d i t h  K i n g ,  J u l y  
2 0 1 6

2 0 1 8 - 1 9  H E R O  F e l l o w s  ( l e f t  t o  r i g h t ) :  F r o n t :  E l i z a b e t h  
L o h r ,  Y e a n n e t  R u i z ,  R o w a n  M o o d y ,  L a u r a  C o h e n .  B a c k :  
M a r c  H e a l y  ( G r a d u a t e  R A ) ,  R a c h e l  C o r c o r a n - A d a m s ,  
A n d r e w  P a g a n ,  N i c k  G e r o n  ( G r a d u a t e  R A )


