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Academic integrity is highly valued at Clark. Research, scholarship and teaching are possible only in an 

environment characterized by honesty and mutual trust. Academic integrity requires that your work be your 

own. Because of the damage that violations of academic integrity do to the intellectual climate of the 

University, they must be treated with the utmost seriousness and appropriate sanctions must be imposed. The 

maintenance of high standards of academic integrity is the concern of every member of the University 

community.  

Several ways in which academic integrity may be violated are outlined below. 

Cheating has three principal forms: 

 Unauthorized use of notes, text, or other aids during an examination or in performance of course 
assignments.  

 Copying the work of another.  
 Handing in the same paper for more than one course unless the faculty members involved give their 

explicit permission to do so.  

Plagiarism refers to the presentation of someone else’s work as one’s own, without proper citation of 

references and sources, whether or not the work has been previously published. Submitting work obtained 

from a professional term paper writer or company is plagiarism. Claims of ignorance about the rules of 

attribution, or of unintentional error are not a defense against a finding of plagiarism.  

Unauthorized collaboration refers to work that students submit as their own but which was arrived at through 

a process of collaboration without the approval of the professor. Since standards on appropriate or 

inappropriate collaboration may vary widely among individual faculty, students should make certain they 

understand a professor's expectations before collaborating on any class work.  

Alteration or fabrication of data includes the submission or changing of data obtained by someone else or 

not actually obtained in the performance of an experiment or study, except where allowed by the professor. It 

also includes the changing of data obtained in the performance of one's research.  

Participating in or facilitating dishonest activities includes, but is not limited to:  

 Stealing examinations  
 Forging grade reports or grade change forms, or altering academic records 
 Sabotaging the work of another student  
 Selling, lending, or otherwise distributing materials for the purpose of cheating  
 Forging or altering Graduation Clearance forms  
 Forging letters of recommendation  

 Forging signatures on any official university documents  


