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What can I do now?


Tips to Choose a Program & Navigate the �Study Abroad Application Process





The following tips were collected from returned students during Fall 2006 “Study Abroad 101” information sessions. 





Talk to Returned Students	


The Study Abroad Office can provide you with names and email addresses of returned student contacts.





Get a Passport


Go here � HYPERLINK "http://travel.state.gov/passport/passport_1738.html" ��http://travel.state.gov/passport/passport_1738.html� for information on obtaining a passport. If you already have one, make sure it is valid for at least six months after your return date.





Start Saving Up


Studying abroad in another country tends to generate unexpected costs, especially if you plan to travel while you’re abroad. Try to make a budget and start saving up. Additionally, you should explore scholarship opportunities here:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.clarku.edu/offices/studyabroad/applicationprocess/financial_aid_and_scholarships.cfm" ��http://www.clarku.edu/offices/studyabroad/applicationprocess/financial_aid_and_scholarships.cfm� 


More scholarship information is also located in our office, Dana Commons.





Visit Career Services


An international experience is now becoming the norm for college graduates to secure a job, as well as compete long-term in the global economy. You should let career services know about your plans to study abroad and how they might fit in with your career interests. Also, some of our internship programs (for instance, in London, Namibia, Africa; and Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic) require a polished resume, and Career Services can help you with this.





Investigate Medical Requirements and Information


Some of our programs (for instance, in Namibia and the Dominican Republic) involve travel and living in developing areas and/or tropical destinations. You can start researching what types of vaccinations or medical checks you’ll need, and meeting with your doctor to discuss your plans.





Research the Host Country, Culture and University/Program


Take this opportunity to learn more about your potential host culture and host school way before you depart. This will help you make the choice that’s best for you. Most of our programs have websites for that particular university or program; many list course descriptions as well.
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