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For they have sown the wind, and they shall reap the whirlwind [Hosea8:7]
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History of MTA Fund

As part of a 1998 court settlement between U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) and 39 plaintiffs
(nonprofit peace and environmental groups around the country), DOE established a $6.25 million
Citizens' Monitoring and Technica Assessment Fund (MTA Fund) to provide money to non-
profit, non-governmental organizations and Federally recognized tribal governments working on
issues related to the nuclear weapons complex. The Fund was established to help those groups
procure technical and scientific assistance to perform technical and scientific reviews and
analyses of environmental management activities at DOE sites. These grants may also support
dissemination of the technical and scientific reviews and analyses undertaken with monies from
the MTA Fund, but cannot be used for litigation, lobbying, general administrative support, or
fundraising. The Fund represents an opportunity for citizens groups, tribes, and othersto conduct
their own research and monitoring of DOE environmental management activities at sites
throughout the country. The Fund also represents an opportunity to devel op new approaches for
community-based research that may be applicable to other environmental issues and problems.

The cover shows the Defense Waste Processing Facility at the Savannah River Site. DWPF treats hightlevel
radioactive waste by mixing it with borosilicate glass and heating it to 2,100 degrees-F to form aceramic which is
stored in stainless steel canisters. Photo courtesy of Department of Energy Savannah River Office.




