Susan Sontag

Illness as Metaphor

1. What does Sontag mean when she refers to the "metaphors

   of illness?"

2. What are the metaphors of cancer and tuberculosis?

3. How do the metaphors of illness affect doctor/patient

   communication?

4. In your opinion, how do they affect one's ability to get

   well?

5. Can you think of an illness which carries a positive

   metaphor?

6. What is the relationship between disease and character/ 

   emotions?

7. What are the metaphors for treating cancer?  How does

   this affect the experience of illness?

8. What do you believe are the metaphors of AIDS?

