Sociology of the Family

(SOC 175)

Fall 2000

Professor Merrill                           Office Hours: 

407 Jefferson                                T.B.A.                       

Ext. 7284                   

Course Requirements

Exam 1 (30%)

Exam 2 (30%)

Paper (20%)

Class Participation (20%)

Class attendance is strongly encouraged.  You are expected to miss no more than 4 classes throughout the semester.  Missing more than 4 classes will affect your grade.  

You are also expected to participate in class, particularly during the discussion sections.  Students who do not participate will receive a substantially lower grade.

You are expected to take exams during the scheduled times.  Extensions for the exams and the paper will be granted only if you have a note from a doctor and only if you notify the professor prior to class.

Textbooks:

Maya Angelou. 1997. The Heart of a Woman.  Bantam Books.

Arlie Hochschild. 1998. The Time Bind:  When Work Becomes
   Home.

Lillian Breslow Rubin. 1992. Worlds of Pain:  Life in the
   Working Class Family. Harper Collins, Basic Books.

Arlene Skolnick and Jerome Skolnick. 1998. Family in
   Transition (10th ed.). Harper Collins.

Stack, Carol. 1975. All Our Kin. Harper Torchbook.

Diane Vaughan. 1990. Uncoupling:  Turning Points in Intimate 

   Relationships. NY:  Vintage Books.

Anzia Yezierska. 1999. Bread Givers. Persea Books.

Course Outline

Aug. 31                                Syllabus

______________

Sept. 5  Introduction                  Devault (Packet)  

                                       Larson & Richards (Skolnick & Skolnick)     

I. The "New Family"

Sept. 7    The Decline of the          Selection from In the Name
           Family:  Is it               of the Family by Stacey

           Myth?                        (Ch. 1 and 2) (Packet)

                                       Chicago Tribune Article

                                        (Packet)

____________

Sept. 12   (Continued)                 Coontz (Skolnick & Skolnick) 

                                       Rosen (Skolnick & Skolnick)

II. Challenges to the "New Family"

Sept. 14  Divorce                      Cuber & Harroff (Packet)

                                       Weitzman/Dixon (Packet)

____________

Sept. 19  (Continued)                  The Divorce Culture (Packet)

                                       Furstenberg/Cherlin 

                                        (Skolnick & Skolnick)

Sept. 21                               Uncoupling (Group A)

____________

Sept. 26                               Uncoupling (Group B)

Sept. 28   Day Care                    Hays (Skolnick & Skolnick)  

                                        Plus Editorial (Packet)

        Film: ?

____________

Oct.  3  The Division of Labor        Hochschild (Skol & Skol) 

           in the Home                 Hochschild Ch. 2,4,5

                                        (Packet)

Oct. 5                                The Time Bind (Group A)

____________

Oct. 12                               The Time Bind (Group B)

____________

Oct. 17     Domestic Violence         Gelles & Straus (Skolnick &

                                       Skolnick)   

Oct. 19                               Film:  Streetlife

_____________

Oct. 24     ** Exam 1  **

Oct. 26                              Film:  Our Families, Our Future

_____________

Oct. 31   Parenting                  "Maternal Boundaries or

                                         "Who Gets the Lap"" by

                                         Garner (Packet)

                                     Fatherless America by

                                         Blankenhorn, Ch. 1, 11 

                                         (Packet)

                                     Cowan & Cowan (Skolnick &

                                         Skolnick)

III. Race and Class Differences

Nov. 2   The African American        O'Hare et al (Skolnick & Skolnick) 

           Family           

____________                                  

Nov. 7                               All Our Kin 

Nov. 9                               The Heart of a Woman (Group A)     

____________                                                        

Nov. 14                              The Heart of a Woman (Group B)               

Nov. 16                              Film: "Interracial Marriage"                        

_____________

Nov. 21 Working Class Families         Worlds of Pain (Group A)

_____________

Nov. 28                               Worlds of Pain (Group B)

Nov. 30  Changes in Working           Rubin, pp. 263-281 In

          Class Families                 Skolnick/Skolnick

**  Papers Due **

_____________

Dec. 5                                Bread Givers 

Dec. 7  A Legacy of Love

_____________

Dec. 12 Early Exam:  Optional

