
   Wednesday, March 21st “Transnationalism Reversed: Women Organizing against Gendered Violence in 

    Bangladesh” presented by author and WGS alumna Dr. Elora Chowdhury, Asso-

    ciate Professor of Women’s Studies at the University of Massachusetts, Boston 

Acid attacks against women and girls have captured the attention of the global media. In Bangla-

desh, women are attacked for rejecting men’s sexual advances, refusing marriage proposals, family 

or land disputes, and unmet dowry demands. Focusing on these attacks, Dr. Chowdhury examines 

the ways in which state and international agencies, local expatriates, US media, Bangladeshi immi-

grants, survivor-activists and local women’s groups engage the transnational rhetoric of empower-

ment, rescue and rehabilitation. Sponsored by the Women’s and Gender Studies program, the 

Department of History and the IDSC Graduate and Undergraduate Programs.  

Open Seminar/Discussion: 4:15 - 5:30 pm, Lurie Conference Room, 1st Floor, University Center 

Reception: 5:30 - 6:30 pm, Winton Faculty Dining Room, 2nd Floor, University Center 

A screening and discussion of filmmaker Thomas Keith’s work examining the forces in male cul-

ture that condition boys and men to dehumanize and disrespect women. Keith explores contempo-

rary media forms saturated with sexism and challenges the myths of American manhood. Refresh-

ments will be served. 

4:30 - 6:00 pm, Jefferson 218 

Dr. Elora Chowdhury 

On the occasion of the Centennial of the Lawrence 1912 Strike, Professor Ross will reflect on the 

reality and symbolic meaning of the “Bread and Roses” image as a sign of the multidimensional 

nature of working class needs and workers’ claim for full enfranchisement. He will address the 

theme of inclusion of women and immigrants in past and present labor struggles, looking back to 

1909 and forward to Bangladesh. Refreshments will be served. 

4:00 pm, Jefferson 218 

   Wednesday, April 4th “Bread and Roses: Women Workers and the Struggle for Dignity and Respect” 

    presented by Professor Robert Ross 

Women’s and Gender Studies 

Calendar of Events 

March-April 2012 

    Monday, April 16th  “The Rift Revealed: The Search for Financial Inclusion in Kenya and the Missing 

    Social Dimension” presented by guest lecturer, Dr. Susan Johnson, Center for 

    Development Studies at the University of Bath, UK 

As people migrate from villages, they often need to “send money home.” What mechanisms are 

available to do so? For many in the developing world, banks and development finance programs 

are not effective or efficient. In her research on financial services in Kenya, Dr. Johnson finds that 

Mobile Money Transfers (MMTs) using mobile phone technology are now the preferred method 

for moving money in the region. Drawing on the anthropological literature on reciprocity, Johnson 

will examine why extensive networks of interpersonal “lending” have become so popular and the 

global implications of their success. Sponsored by the Women’s and Gender Studies Program, the 

Department of Geography, and IDCE. Refreshments will be served.  
 

12:00 pm, Lurie Conference Room, 1st Floor, University Center Dr. Susan Johnson 

All events in honor of Women’s History Month are free and open to the public.  

Please contact Jen McGugan at ext. 7358 or jmcgugan@clarku.edu with questions. 

   Wednesday, March 28th “The Bro Code: How Contemporary Culture Creates Sexist Men” Screening and 

    Commentary by Professors Kristen Williams and Valerie Sperling 

    Monday, March 26th “The Two Anne Problem: Contemplating Gender and the Puritan Past” presented 

    by Assistant Professor Meredith Neuman 

Professor Neuman tells the story of two Annes of Puritan New England — one a pious poet and 

the other an outspoken critic whose heretical views nearly tore apart the early colony. Today, both 

Anne Bradstreet and Anne Hutchinson are celebrated as proto-feminists, but Neuman asks if 

doing so overwrites their significance to their own time and creates another constrictive binary for 

female identity. Does it create another “two Anne problem?” Refreshments will be served.  
 

4:00 pm, Grace Conference Room, 1st Floor, University Center 


