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1998-1999 Visiting Scholar, Program in Organismic and Evolutionary Biology, 
University of Massachusetts, Amherst, Massachusetts 

1991-1992  Visiting Scholar, Department of Psychology 
 University California, Berkeley  
1983 Fall  Visiting Scholar, Subdepartment of Animal Behavior, 

Madingley, England 
1976-1977  Research Associate, Department of Psychology 

Bristol University, Bristol, England 
 
 
Publications for Academic Audiences 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1967a). Some variables affecting the behavior of irus macaques in dyadic 

encounters. Animal Behavior, 15, 307-311. 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1967b). Primate infanticide. Laboratory Primate Newsletter, 6:3, 18-19. 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1968). Counting and communication in crows. Communications in Behavioral 

Biology, Part A, 2, 223-225. 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1969a). Individual identification and temporal patterning in the cawing of 

common crows. Communications in Behavioral Biology, Part A, 3. 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1969b). Physical properties of cawing in the common crow. Communications 

in Behavioral Biology, Part A, 4, 269-271. 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1969c). Caws and affect in the communication of common crows. Bulletin of 

the Ecological Society of America, 50, 142, (Abstract). 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1969d). The motivation underlying social structure in Macaca irus. Animal 

Behavior, 17, 459-467. 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1969e). Crows over the Crum. Swarthmore College Bulletin, December, 11-13. 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1971). The failure of pluralism. Change, October, 3, 27-32. 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1972a). University relevance. Clark Now, Spring, 3:2, 16-18. 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1972b). Psychobiology as a form of general education. American Psychologist, 

580-582. 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1976a). How shall we educate the class of 1984? Harvard Magazine, July-

August, 
53-57.  

 
Thompson, N.S. (1976b). My descent from the monkey. In P.P.G. Bateson and P.H. Klopfer 

(Eds.), Perspectives in Ethology, 2, 221-230. Excerpted in an Editorial Column by Jack 
Smith, Los Angeles Times, August 17, 1977, and syndicated papers nationwide. 
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Thompson, N.S. (1976c). Alphabet soup. Journal of Irreproducible Results, 22, 20-24. 
 
Boughey, M.J. and Thompson, N.S. (1976). Species specificity and individual variation in the 

songs of the brown thrasher (Toxostoma rufum) and catbird (Dumetella carolinensis). 
Behavior, 57, No. 1-2, 64-90. 

 
Thompson, N.S. (1977). “Instinctive behavior” and “Ethological motivation theory.” In B.B. 

Wolman and L.R. Pomeroy (Eds.), International Encyclopedia of Neurology, Psychiatry, 
Psychoanalysis and Psychology, 6, 67-68 and 4, 388-390. 

 
Thompson, N.S. and Caputo, V. (1977). The neck band of the blue jay, Cyanocitta cristata. 

Inland Birdbanding News, No. 3, 49, 83-87. 
 
Richards, D.B. and Thompson, N.S. (1978). Critical properties of the assembly call of the 

common American crow. Behavior, 64:3-4. 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1978a). How shall we educate the class of 1984? Clark Now, 4,:7, 2-5. 
 
Kramer, H.G. and Thompson, N.S. (1979). Geographic variation in the bell call of the blue jay 

(Cyanocitta cristata). The Auk, 96,:2, 423-425. 
 
Rappolt, G.A., John, J. and Thompson, N.S. (1979). Canine response to familiar and unfamiliar 

humans. Aggressive Behavior, 5, 155-161. 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1980). Editorial. International Corvid Newsletter, 1:1 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1980). Corvus corone; Cyanocitta cristata; and social behavior and adaptation. 

International Corvid Newsletter, 1:1. 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1980). Shall we let the small colleges die? Clark Now, Spring, 9, No. 2, 13-16 
. 
Thompson, N.S. (1980). Annals of medical sociobiology: The North Dana blood disease. The 

Journal of Irreproducible Results, 26:3, 15-19. 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1980). Beware the eyes of March. Harvard Magazine, 82:4, 11-12. 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1981). “Organizational Matters,” Editorial. International Corvid Newsletter, 

2:1. 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1981). Corvus corone vocalizations. International Corvid Newsletter, 2:1. 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1981/83). The oilman cometh. Harvard Magazine, May-June. 4-9 Reprinted in 

A. Eastman et al. (Eds.), The Norton Reader, 6th Edition. New York: Norton. 
 
Thompson, N.S. and Thompson, P.C. (1981). A utopian perspective on ecology and 

development. The Environmentalist, 1, 223-228.  
 
Thompson, N.S. (1981). Toward a falsifiable theory of evolution. In P.P.G. Bateson and P.H. 

Klopfer (Eds.), pp. 51-73, Perspectives in Ethology, 4. Plenum Publishing. 
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Boughey, M. and Thompson, N.S. (1981). Song variety in the brown thrasher (Toxostoma 
rufum). Z Tierpsychol., 56, 47-58. 

 
Thompson, N.S. (1982). Editorial. International Corvid Newsletter, 3:1. 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1982). A comparison of cawing in the European carrion crow (Corvus corone) 

and the American common crow (Corvus brachyrhynchos). Behavior, 80, 106-117. 
 
Bakker, A., Withrow, K.D. and Thompson, N.S. (1983). Levels of organization in the song of the 

bobolink. Z. Tierpsychol., 62, 105-114. 
 
Racine, R. & Thompson, N.S. (1983). Social organization of wintering blue jays. Behavior, 87, 

237-255. 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1985). Deception and the concept of behavioral design. In R.W. Mitchell & 

N.S. Thompson (Eds.), Deception: Perspectives on Human and Nonhuman Deceit. New 
York: State University of New York Press. 

 
Mitchell, R.W. & Thompson, N.S. (1986). (Eds.), Deception: Perspectives on Human and 

Nonhuman Deceit. New York: State University of New York Press. 
 
Mitchell, R.W. & Thompson, N.S. (1986). Deception in play between dogs and people. In R.W. 

and N.S. Thompson (Eds.), Deception: Perspectives on Human and Nonhuman Deceit. 
New York: State University of New York Press, 53–65. 

 
Thompson, N.S. (1986). Ethology and the birth of comparative teleonomy. In R. Campan & R. 

Dayan (Eds.), Relevance of Models and Theories in Ethology, 13-23. Toulouse, France: 
Privat, International Ethological Conference. 

 
Thompson, N.S. (1987). Natural Design and the Future of Comparative Psychology. 

International Journal of Comparative Psychology, 101:3, 282–286, American 
Psychological Association.  

 
Thompson, N.S. (1987). The misappropriation of teleonomy. In P.P.G. Bateson & P.H. Klopfer 

(Eds.), pp. 259–273, Perspectives in Ethology, 6. Plenum Publishing.  
 
Lipton, P. & Thompson, N.S. (1988). Comparative psychology and the recursive structure of 

filter explanations. International Journal of Comparative Psychology, 1:4, 215-244 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1988). Deception and descriptive mentalism. Commentary in Behavioral and 

Brain Sciences, 11:2, 266. 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1990). Why would we ever doubt that species are intelligent! Commentary in 

Behavioral and Brain Sciences, 13:1, 94. 
 
Mitchell, R.W. & Thompson, N.S. (1990). The effects of familiarity on dog-human play. 

Anthrozoos, IV, No. 1, 24–43 
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Mitchell, R.W. & N.S. Thompson. (1990). Familiarity and the rarity of deception: Two theories, 
evidence from dog-human play, a third theory. Journal of Comparative Psychology, 291-
300. 

 
Laird, J.D. & Thompson, N.S. (1991). Psychology. Boston: Houghton. 
 
Mitchell, R.W. & Thompson, N.S. (1991). Projects, routines, and enticements in dog-human 

play. In P.P.G. Bateson and Peter H. Klopfer (eds.), pp. 189-215, Perspectives in 
Ethology, 9,. New York: Plenum Press. 

 
Derr, P. & Thompson, N.S. (1992). Reconstruing hempelian motivational explanation. Behavior 

and Philosophy, 20:1, 37-45. 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1993). Why Alison Gopnik should be a behaviorist. Commentary in 

Behavioral and Brain Sciences, 16,:1. 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1993). Oh no! Not social Darwinism again! Commentary in Behavioral and 

Brain Sciences, 16:2.  
 
Thompson, N.S. (1993). Are some mental states public events? Commentary in Behavioral and 

Brain Sciences. 16:4. 
 
Thompson, N.S. & Derr, P. (1993). The intentionality of some ethological terms. Behavior and 

Philosophy. Double issue, 20:2 and 21:1, 15-23. 
 
Bateson, P.P.G., P.H. Klopfer, & N.S. Thompson (Eds.), (1993). Perspectives in Ethology, 

Vol.10: Behavior and Evolution. New York: Plenum Press.  
 
Feldman, H.N., Mack, S.J., Rowell, T.E. and Thompson, N.S. (1994). Unequal inheritance:  

Incomplete sociobiology. Animal Behavior, 48, 731-733. 
 
Moody,K., Ledoux, K. and Thompson, N.S. (1994). A system for describing bird song units. 

Bioacoustics 5, 267-279. 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1994). The many perils of ejective anthropomorphism. Behavior and 

Philosophy, 
22, 59-70. 

 
Thompson, N.S. (1994). Vehicles all the way down? Commentary in Behavioral and Brain 

Sciences, 17:4, 638. 
 
Thompson, N.S. (Ed.) (1994). Perspectives in ethology, Vol. 11: Behavioral design. New York: 

Plenum Press. 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1995). Does language arise from a calculus of dominance? Commentary in 

Behavioral and Brain Sciences, 18(2), 387. 
 
Thompson, N.S. & Derr, P.G. (1995). On the use of mental terms in behavioral ecology and 

sociobiology. Behavior and Philosophy, 31-37. 
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Mitchell, R.W., Thompson, N.S., & Miles, H.L. 1996) Anthropomorphism, Anecdotes, and 
Animals. Albany, NY: State University of New York Press 

 
Thompson, N.S., Olson, C. & Dessureau, B. (1996). Babies’ cries: Who’s listening? Who’s 

being fooled? Social Research, 63:3, 763-784.  
 
Mitchell, R.W. & Thompson, N.S. (Eds.), (1997). Anthropomorphism, anecdotes, and animals: 

The emperor’s new clothes? .Albany, NY: State University of New York Press. 
 
Thompson, N. S. (1997). Communication and natural design. In Thompson, N.S. (Series Ed.). D. 

Owings. & M. Beecher. (Vol. Eds.), Perspectives in ethology, Vol. 12: Communication. 
New York: Plenum Press.  

 
Thompson, N.S. (Series Ed.), (1997). D. Owings & M. Beecher (Vol. Eds.), Perspectives in 

ethology, Vol. 12: Communication. New York: Plenum Press. 
 
Thompson, N. S. (1998). Reintroducing Wilson and Sober’s ‘Re-introducing Group selection to 

the social sciences.’ Behavioral and Brain Sciences, 21:2, 304-305. 
 
Dessureau, B., Olson, C., & Thompson, N. S. (1998) A reassessment of the role of pitch and 

duration in adults’ responses to infant crying. Infant Behavior & Development, 21:2, 367-
371.  

 
Thompson, N.S., Dessureau, B., & Kurowski, C, (1998). Infant cries as evolutionary melodrama: 

Extortion or deception? Evolution of Communication, 2:1, 25-43.  
 
Thompson, N. S. (1999) Group selection and the origins of evil, Skeptic, 7:2, 70-73. 
 
Thompson, N. S. (1999) Can we make a deal, John Hartung? Further comment on group 

selection. Skeptic, 7:4.  
 
Thompson, N. S. (2000) Shifting the natural selection metaphor to the group level. Behavior and 

Philosophy, 28, 83-101. 
 
Abbey, E., Wapner, J., Logan, C., Merritt, P., Pooth, A., & Thompson, N. S. (2000) Variation in 

the distinctiveness of northern mockingbird songbouts. Bird Behavior, 13, 93-98. 
 
Thompson, N.S. & Derr, P. (2000) Intentionality is the mark of the vital. In F. Tonneau and N.S. 

Thompson, (Eds.), Perspectives in ethology, Vol. 13. Evolution, culture, and behavior, 
pp.213-229. New York: Plenum.  

 
Tonneau, F. and N. S. Thompson, (Eds.). (2000). Evolution, culture and behavior. In 

Perspectives in ethology, Vol. 13. New York: Plenum 
 
Thompson, N. S. (2000) Z-Y Kuo and the historical amnesia of contemporary evolutionary 

psychology. From past to future, 2(2), From Instinct to Epigenesis: Lessons from Zing 
Yang Kuo, pp. 53–56.  

 
Thompson, N.S. (2000). Niche construction and group selection. Behavioral and Brain Sciences, 

23:1, 161. 
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Thompson, N.S. (2000). Evolutionary psychology can ill afford mentalist and adaptionist 

credulity. Commentary in Behavioral and Brain Sciences, 23:6, 1013-1014. 
 
Pietrzak, R.H., Laird, J.D., Stevens, D.A., & Thompson, N.S. (2001). Sex differences in human 

jealousy: A coordinated study of forced-choice, continuous rating-scale, and 
physiological responses on the same subjects. Evolution and Human Behavior, 22:1-12. 

 
Thompson, N.S. (2001). Avoiding vicious circularity requires more than a modicum of care. 

Behavioral and Brain Sciences, 24:3, 557. 
 
Falcon, R.G., Ku, K. Y.L., Elfenbein, D., Webster, K.L., Sokol, R.I., Stevens, D.A., & 

Thompson, N.S. (submitted). Adult perception of infant cries: A multidimensional 
analysis identifying salient features and associated acoustic characteristics. Journal of 
Experimental Child Psychology. 

 
Thompson, N.S. (in press). Adaptation for, Exaptation as. Commentary in Behavioral and Brain 

Sciences. 
 
Barker, G. A., Derr, P. G., Thompson, N. S. (in press). The perils of confusing nesting with 

chaining in psychological explanations. Behavior and Philosophy.  
 
Joerchel, A., Thompson, N. S., & Valsiner, J. (submitted). An Observation of a Bonobo (Pan 

Paniscus) Mother-Son Eroto-Morphic Interaction.  
 
Sokol, R. I., Webster, K. L., Thompson, N. S. & Stevens, D. (submitted). Whining as mother-

directed speech. Early Development and Parenting.  
 
Strout, S., Sokol, R. I., Thompson N. S., & Laird, J. (submitted). Towards a New Realist 

evolutionary psychology: The evolutionary psychology of perceiving one’s own 
Emotions. Behavior and Philosophy.  

 
Thompson, N. S., & Sokol, R. I. (in press). Cashed, Carried, or Crèched? Commentary in 

Behavioral and Brain Sciences. 
 
Thompson, N. S., Sokol, R. I., & Owings, D. (in press). Shouldn’t mother know best? 

Commentary in Behavioral and Brain Sciences. 
 
Thompson, N.S., & Valsiner, J. (in press). Doesn’t a dance require dancers? Commentary in 

Behavioral and Brain Sciences. 
 
Sokol, R.I., Lescak, E., & Thompson, N.S. (submitted). Whines, Cries, and Motherese: Their 

relative power to distract. (submitted to Interaction Studies, March 2005) 
 
Publications Directed Toward the General Public 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1978). Rook, carrion crow or jackdaw? Country Gentlemen's Magazine, 78:7, 

434-437; reprinted in Clark Now, 8:3, 20-23. 
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Simonds, C. (pen name) (1978/88/81). The man who watches blue jays. Country Journal, 5:11, 
60-62; reprinted in Aviculture, January 1981, 13-17; reprinted in Country Gentlemen's 
Magazine, 80:3, 126-127. 

 
Simonds, C. (pen name) (1978). Tilting with silos. Country Journal, 5:10, 118-121. 
 
Simonds, C. (pen name) (1979). An essay on pepper plants. Horticulture, 57:8, 72. 
 
Simonds, C. (pen name) (1980). Polistes wasps. Country Gentlemen’s Magazine, 80:7, 314. 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1981/82). Dead Indian pond. Essay, editorial page, Boston Globe, November 

26, 1981. Reprinted as The Bottomless Pond, in a Reader by Ginn Custom Publishing, 
1982. Lexington, MA, 46-47. 

 
Simonds, C. (pen name) (1981). Listen to the mockingbirds. Horticulture, No. 5, 14-16. 
 
Simonds, C. (pen name) (1981). The miser and his mulch. Horticulture, No. 1, 62-64. 
 
Simonds, C. (pen name) (1981). St. Valentines Day in the country. Country Gentlemen’s 

Magazine, No. 2, 84-86. 
 
Simonds, C. (pen name) (1981). Frost-free in damp pajamas. Horticulture, No. 10, 18-23. 
 
Simonds, C. (pen name) (1983a). The weatherwise gardener. PA: Rodale Press. 
 
Simonds, C. (pen name) (1983b). A swift, sure, and painless death. Harvard Magazine, Sept-

Oct, 86:1, 4-10. 
 
Simonds, C. (pen name) (1984). The private lives of familiar garden birds. PA: Rodale Press, 

Inc., 175 pp. Chapter 4 reprinted in Family Circle, February 14, 79, 127 and 129. Chapter 
1 reprinted in Family Circle, May 29, 103 and 145. Book of the Month Club alternate. 

 
Simonds, C. (pen name) (1985/1986). Vigil. Harvard Magazine, March-April 1985. Reprinted 

in: M. Stubbs & S. Barnett (Eds.), Little-Brown Reader. pp. 396-400. Boston: Little-
Brown. 

 
Simonds, C. (pen name) (1986a). The hidden cost of saving daylight. Harvard Magazine, May-

June, 14. 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1986b). The four hundred pound robin (Essay). Harvard Magazine. 
 
Leighton, P. & Simonds, C. (pen name) (1987). The new American landscape gardener. 

Emmans, PA: Rodale Press. 
 
Simonds, C. (pen name) (1988a). Seed catalogue time [Essay]. Harvard Magazine, January-

February, 8. 
 
Simonds, C. (pen name) (1988b). Comportement des oiseaux de jardin, (French edition of 

Private lives of garden birds). Edition Quebecor. 
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Simonds, C (pen name) (2002) The Private Lives of Garden Birds. (revised edition). Storey 
Books, North Adams, MA. 

 
Simonds, C. (pen name) No-stoop gardening. Submitted to Storey Publications. 
 
Simonds, C. (pen name) 2002. Wearing two hats [Short Story]. Submitted to National Public 

Radio, “This American Life.”  
 
Reviews 
 
Reviewer, Quarterly Review of Biology, various titles in behavior and evolution, 1968-1980. 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1970). Heredity and environment in bird song. [A review of R. Hinde, Bird 

vocalizations: Their relations to current problems in biology and psychology, Cambridge, 
MA: University Press, 1969.] Contemporary Psychology, 15:7, 445-446. 

 
Thompson, N.S. (1971). Review of G.H.S. Razran’s Mind in evolution (Boston, MA: Houghton 

Mifflin). Animal Behavior, 21:2, 402-405. 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1989). Must every interesting idea become a paradigm. [A review of W. 

Callebaut & R. Pinxten, Evolutionary Epistemology, Dordrecht, Netherlands: D. Reidel] 
Contemporary Psychology, 34, 1009-1010 

 
Thompson, N.S. (1995). A wonderfully intelligent collection on intelligence. [A review of Jean 

Khalfa’s What is intelligence? The Darwin College Lectures, Cambridge, UK: 
Cambridge University Press, pp. 121-122.] Quarterly Review of Biology. 

 
Thompson, N.S. (1995). Know-it-all science.. [A review of Henry Plotkin’s Darwin machines 

and the nature of knowledge. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press]. Contemporary 
Psychology . 

 
Thompson, N.S. (1996). Has Dennett given up on argument? [A review of Daniel C. Dennett, 

Darwin's Dangerous Idea.] Behavior and Philosophy, 24:2, 169-173.   
 
Amin, T and Thompson, N. S. Evolutionary psychology returns to its Bowlbian roots. [A review 

of James Chisholm’s Death, hope and sex.] Behavior and Philosophy, 29, 79-93.  
 
Technical Reports Prepared for Private Circulation 
 
Laird, J.D. and Thompson, N.S. (1978-1979) A survey of the departments compiled for the 

faculty at Clark. 
 
Laird, J.D. and Thompson, N.S. (1980, September). The academic goals of the departments: A 

preliminary report. 
 
Laird, J.D. and Thompson, N.S. (1979-1980). A survey of the departments compiled for the 

faculty at Clark, 1979-1980. 
 
Laird, J.D. and Thompson, N.S. (1979-1980). The allocation of financial resources at Clark. 
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Laird, J.D. and Thompson, N.S. (1981, September). The two cultures of Clark.  
 
Thompson, N.S., Wheeler, J., Barth, D. and Siegel, M. (1995). A pilot test of an evolution-based 

theory of patterning babies’ cries. 
 
Activities at Professional Meetings 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1965 December). The effects of acquaintance in irus macaques. Paper 

delivered at the meeting of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, 
Berkeley, CA. 

 
Thompson, N.S. (1969, April). The social significance of animal studies. An EPA. Symposium 

(Marler, Rosenblatt, Mason, Jaynes, W.R. Thompson and Rosenblum), Philadelphia, PA. 
[Chairman]. 

 
Thompson, N.S. (1969, December). Caws and affect in the communication of common crows.  

Paper delivered at the Meeting of the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science, Boston, Mass. 

 
Thompson, N.S. (1972, May). Chairman, Central New England Regional Meeting of 

Researchers Interested in Animal Behavior. 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1973a). A teleonomic approach to ethology. AIBS Meetings, Amherst, Mass., 

June. 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1973b, August). Some principles of behavioral evolution. Paper delivered to 

discussion session, International Ethological Congress, Washington, DC. 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1975a, August). The language of crows revisited, or What the two corbies 

really said to one another. Paper presented at the XIVth International Ethological 
Congress, Parma, Italy. 

 
Thompson, N.S. (1975b, October). The neck band of the blue jay: A natural individual marker? 

Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Northeastern Bird-Banding Association, 
Inc., Massachusetts Audubon Sanctuary, Lincoln, MA 

 
Thompson, N.S. (1979, August). Corvid Sociobiology. Round table convened at the XVIth 

International Ethological Conference, Vancouver, Canada. 
 
Bakker, A., Withrow, K., and Thompson, N.S. (1980a, November). The flight song of the 

bobolink. Paper presented at the Meeting of the Northeast Regional Conference of the 
Animal Behavior Society. Binghamton, NY. 

 
Racine, R.N. and Thompson, N.S. (1980b, November). How are blue jays socially organized in 

the winter? Paper presented at the meeting of the Northeast Regional Conference of the 
Animal Behavior Society. Binghamton, NY. 

 
Mitchell, R. and Thompson, N.S. (1983a, April 7). lay systems: An aspect of dog-human 

relations. Paper presented at the 59th Annual Meeting of the Central States Anthropology 
Society, as part of a Symposium on explorations in systems thinking. 
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Thompson, N.S. (1983b, April 1). Chunking the song stream: A proposal for a universal system 

of bird song units. Invited lecture, University of Connecticut. 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1984). Deception and the concept of behavioral design. Paper presented at the 

spring meeting of Population Biologists of New England, Amherst, Mass. 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1985a). A proposal for a universal system of bird song units. Paper presented at 

the International Ethological Congress, Toulouse, France. 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1985b). L’ethology est morte. Invited commentary, session on ethology and 

theory. International Ethological Congress, Toulouse, France. 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1986, November). Pavlov and Purpose. Invited presentation, Symposium on 

evolution, intelligence, and mind in adaptive systems, Haverford, Penn.  
 
Thompson, N. S. (1987). Sommerhoff's directive correlation and the concept of natural 

design. 20th International Ethological Congress, Madison, WI.  
 
Thompson, N.S. & Mitchell, R. (1988, June). The emperor’s new clothes? Symposium on 

Anthropomorphism, anecdotes, and animals. Animal Behavior Society Meetings. 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1992, May). Communication and natural design. Animal Behavior Seminar, 

University of California, Davis, CA. 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1992, June). Natural design and communication. Annual Meeting of the 

Animal Behavioral Society, Kingston, Ontario. 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1992, December). Natural designs: An evolutionary autobiography. Frances L. 

Hiatt Evening Lecture Series, Clark University,. 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1993, August 4-8). Is sociobiology a degenerate Darwinism? Annual Meetings 

of the Human Behavior and Evolution Society, Binghamton, NY. 
 
Thompson, N.S. (1993, August 4-8). The good news is that attributing mental states to animals 

is no more crazy than attributing them to humans. Symposium on Animal Mentality. 
Annual Meetings of the Human Behavior and Evolution Society, Binghamton, NY. 

 
Thompson, N.S. (1994, July 23-30). Validating computer methods in birdsong analysis. Annual 

Meeting of the Animal Behavior Society, Seattle, WA. 
 
Wapner, Jessica and N.S. Thompson (1994, October). Rules of composition in mockingbird 

nightsong. Northeast Regional Meetings of the Animal Behavior Society, Durham, NH. 
 
Dessureau, B., Olson, C. and Thompson, N.S. (1995, July 12-16). Human cries as distress 

signals. Talk presented at joint meetings of the British Association for the Study of 
Animal Behavior and the Dutch Animal Behavior Society in Leiden, Holland. 
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Thompson, N.S., Dessureau, B. and Olson, C. (1995, November 10-12). Infant cries as 
evolutionary melodrama: Extortion or deception? Paper presented at the Northeast 
Regional Animal Behavior Meeting, Smith College, Northampton, MA. 

 
Olson, C., Dessureau, B. and Thompson, N.S. (1995, November 10-12). Human cries as distress 

signals. Poster session at the Northeast Regional Animal Behavior Meeting, Smith 
College, Northampton, MA. 

 
Wapner, J. and Thompson, N.S. (1995, November 10-12). Mocking birdsong analysis: A report 

on a crisis of methodology. Northeast Regional Animal Behavior Society Meetings, 
Smith College, Northampton, MA. 

 
Thompson, N. S. (1996, August 3-8). Babies cries: Who’s listening? Who’s being fooled? 

Annual Meetings of the Animal Behavior Society, Northern Arizona University, , 1996.  
 
Thompson, N. S. (1997, June). The intentionality of biological systems. Annual Meetings of the 

Animal Behavior Society, College Park, MD.  
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