Prof. Cynthia Enloe                                                                                      Fall, 2005

IDCE

E-Mail: cenloe@clarku.edu
Mail Box: ground floor, IDCE House

Office Hrs.: Monday mornings, 10:00 – 11:30

Seminar time: Mondays, 2:30 – 5:30 pm

Place: Women’s Studies seminar room,

            Ground floor, Carriage House

            (next door to IDCE House)

Eligible students: all IDCE grad students (first and second year)

             and seniors with substantial Women’s Studies courses/internships

Seminar: International Feminist Thinking

IDCE/WS 358


This is a 7-week “intensive” seminar –  from late August to mid-October. That means we will be plunging into interesting readings and lively discussions right from the start - and we’ll make every one of our Monday afternoon gatherings count. Take a deep breath!


[ This 7-week seminar will earn you 1/2 credit. So: to earn the second 1/2 credit,



   you can * either sign up for the dove-tailing 7-week IDCE seminar offered by 



   Professor Barbara Slayter-Thomas – it starts Oct. 17 – * or you can arrange

a 1/2 credit Independent Reading course, to start in mid-Oct., with any Clark         

professor of your choice on a theme you’ve become interested in during this

seminar. It’s best to ask them now if they will do it with you starting midOct.]

In this seminar we will be investigating ideas that have come out of 5 different women’s movements: from Egypt, Argentina, Nicaragua, Burma -  and from  feminist efforts at building international alliances.

Many discussions of “feminist theory” concentrate chiefly on ideas crafted within formal university settings. These ideas, of course, have been very valuable.  But in this seminar we will explore the ideas – explanations, concepts – that have been produced by activist women working within movements organized to empower women, assert women’s rights and improve women’s material conditions.

Moreover, each of the 5 movements we will explore has been self-consciously international. Even if they have focused on the conditions of women and the privileging of masculinity in their own country, these activists have drawn from international movements, or sought international allies, or coped with international pressures and interventions.

Among the ideas that  feminist activist thinkers have developed, weighed, deepened and redefined through these 5 movements are:

· nationalism

· imperialism/ neo-imperialism

· class hierarchies

· capitalist development

· racism/ethno-centrism

· patriarchy

· violence against women

· authoritarian state impunity

· militarism

· democracy

· trafficking

Your seminar grade will be based on three efforts: a) your prepared participation in weekly seminar discussions of the readings; b) a short research paper (DUE Mon. Sept 26 in class) and; c) a short final take-home essay exam (DUE Friday Oct. 14, by 11 am, in Carriage House).
Required Readings:

++ All but 1 of these books below are for sale in the Clark Bookstore.

( 1 book, , Driven Away, will be ONLY available on 2 hr reserve in Goddard – So: plan to make your own Xerox copy of this book early in the course – it is very short!)

++  4 of books (i.e., not all) asterixed ** below are also on 2 Hour Reserve in Goddard Library. If you do use the Library copy, be sure to take full and detailed notes (with page #s)

** Rita Arditti, Searching for Life: The Grandmothers of the Plaza de Mayo, University of California Press.

Joni Seager, The Penguin Atlas of Women in the World, 3rd edition, Penguin Books.


(Be sure you get the 3rd edition – 2003)

** Margot Badran, Feminists, Islam and Nation: Gender and the Making of Modern Egypt,
Princeton University Press.

Leila Rupp, Worlds of Women: The Making of an International Women’s Movement, Princeton University Press.

** Karen Kampwirth, Feminism and the Legacy of Revolution: Nicaragua, El Salvador, Chiapas, Ohio University Press.

** Kachin Women’s Association Thailand (“KWAT”), Driven Away: Trafficking of Kachin Women on the China-Burma Border, Kachin Women’s Association Thailand.

Schedule of Readings, Discussions and Assignments

A TIP:  You’ll find it useful to bring along with you to every seminar meeting the books (or your detailed notes on that reading if you have used the Goddard copy) that we will be discussing that day.

THURSDAY (a Clark “Monday”), August 25 – Why look to women’s movements for discovering International; Feminist Thinking?

* Start reading Badran ---- also start becoming familiar with the Seager Atlas.

Monday, August 29 – Egypt’s first wave of feminists tackling both patriarchal anti-imperialism  and international feminist forms of imperialism:


* Be ready in class to discuss all of Badran.   * BRING Seager’s Atlas to class.

Description of your short Research Paper assignment (Due Mon., Sept. 29)

Monday, Sept. 5 – Labor Day – NO CLASS

* Start reading Rupp – keep using the Seager Atlas.

Monday, Sept. 12 – Is shared commitment to the political empowerment of women

enough to overcome class, race, nationalities, locational differences among feminists?: 

          * Be ready to discuss all of Rupp. * Bring Seager’s Atlas to class.

Monday, Sept. 19 – Militarism, anti-militarism, feminism, justice and children’s rights:

· Be ready to discuss all of Arditti. * Bring Seager’s Atlas.

Monday, Sept. 26 – When is a revolution revealed to be less than revolutionary? Discovering patriarchy in  Nicaragua:

· Be ready to discuss Kampwirth, cover- 74 ( and the NOTES for those chapters) and

          Chapter 5 (and its NOTES).  Bring Seager’s Atlas.

++++++ DUE IN CLASS TODAY – Your short Research Paper ++++++++

· And today I’ll hand out  the question for your Final Take-home Essay Exam.

Monday, Oct. 3 – Thinking about the international trafficking of women today: Feminist Lessons from Burma and Thailand.

· (**Already have made your own Xeroxed copy of “Driven Away from the copy on 2Hour Reserve in Goddard Library**) Be ready to discuss  Kachin Women’s Association Thailand (“KWAT”).  Bring along Seager’s Atlas.

Monday, October 10 – FALL BREAK – NO CLASS

          *** I will hold extra office hours this week to discuss the Final Exam  ***

Friday, Oct. 14 –  FINAL ESSAYS DUE IN CARRIAGE HOUSE BEFORE 11:00 am

