Note: this course is being split into advance planning and current planning; ½ unit each: Jan 08

SYLLABUS 

instructor:  Mark Tigan

Clark University
International Development, Community, and Environment
 
Community Development and Planning Program: Fall 2007

One Unit Credit

IDCE 334 PLANNING AND ZONING FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

CRN: 22573

wednesday 2:50 pm – 5:50 pm


Course Overview:

This master's-level course introduces students to the field of planning and zoning for community development.  The course work focuses on the practical application of planning theory. The theoretical basis for the ‘nuts and bolts’ planning will be offered next semester in a relatively new CDP course, devoted principally to planning for people and places. Utilizing governmental regulation and police powers within a contemporary context, the class will examine land development incentives, controls and related fields(who does what, why, and when. Special attention will be given to the needs of the planning practitioner.  The student will be exposed to many skills necessary to join the planning and zoning profession at the entry level. And the student will have the basic background with which to relate/communicate with the profession, whether that is from the perspective of a non-profit, a community development staff, or private developer. As detailed in the syllabus below, a multitude of planning and zoning subjects will be discussed.  The aim of the course is not to study each topic in depth, but to provide the student with a comprehensive appreciation of the professional field.
Course Methods:

This course will be taught using a combination of extensive reading, lectures, class discussion of reading, class participation, individual and class papers, case studies, site visits and an occasional guest speaker.  During the course of the semester students will be required to research and report (written and oral) on a range of related subjects.  More detail on the projects can be found in the outline below. Students will have some leeway in topic selection, within a specified framework that aligns with their interests. The first seven weeks of the course will be held in the classroom while the second half of the class will conducted similar to independent study/guided reading. The study/reading component may include a class team assignment concluding with a final report.

Course Requirements and Grading Standards:

Grades will consider these following factors, in approximate percentage weights as indicated below.

Class attendance and participation:

40%

Projects / special assignments:

45%

Final Report:




15%

Your grade in CDP courses will be based on your class participation and performance on tests, written assignments and projects.  The class participation component of your grade includes the overall quality of your contributions to discussion, your demonstrated knowledge of assigned reading, frequency of your participation, and creative interpretation of reading material.  Class participation also encompasses timely and consistent attendance.  Any tests will be scored on both content and accuracy of the answers.  Partial credit will be awarded for answers that demonstrate clear and logical thought, but which may not be 100% correct.

A good grade for any graduate class is a “B.”  Students meeting the instructor’s standards in class participation and performance will be awarded a “B.”  An “A” grade will be earned only if all standards are exceeded as measured by outstanding scholarship in all areas.  A student that actively participates in class discussion but completes written assignments only on par with other students will not earn an “A.”  Similarly, a student who submits very well written reports or conducts projects with skill, but does not demonstrate high competence in oral presentation, will not earn an “A.”

Office hours:  By appointment or Wednesday 1 – 2:30 PM.

Email:  TiganM@aol.com

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Required Readings:

Text to be purchased directly from the publishers . . .

Heart, Bennet and Elizabeth Humstone. Community Rules, A New England Guide to Smart Growth Strategies. Conservation Law Foundation and the Vermont Forum on Sprawl, 2002.

Text to be ordered from www.smartgrowthamerica.org 

Goldberg, Daniel. “Choosing Our Community’s Future: A Citizens Guide to Getting the Most Out of New Development.” 2005.

Reader . . .

Available for purchase at Curry Copy Center on campus; other handouts to be distributed by instructor.

SYLLABUS 

Planning and Zoning for Community Development

Class 1 . . . . .  Introduction to Planning  

Course introduction, expectations, approaches to planning and zoning, what is planning? Current v. advance planning


Reading for next class: 


Reader material:  All for Class #2


  
Assignment:  Phone interview with a city or consultant planner regarding key issues 

in planning today. Oral reports only next week (select cities/towns in class to avoid duplication)

Class 2 . . . . .  Need for Planning  

Reports on assignment

Need for planning, who plans, and why; role of government;, land values; and a life of planning, the development of planning and planning terms.


Reading for next class:


Reader material:  All for Class #3


Text:  
Heart: Read Ch. 1 & review Appendix-B



Goldberg: Introduction and Ch. 1 & 2 & Appendix C

Class 3 . . . . .   Planners’ Role and Authority 

Legal basis for planning, community development; economic development; transportation and infrastructure; planners’ role and other (federal, state, & international) actors; planner profile; politics, design, bureaucracy,.


Class reports: 


Reading for next class:


Reader material:  All for Class #4


Text:
Heart: Read Ch. 3



Goldberg: Read Ch. 3



Assignment:
Planning agency report: (1) Site visit, or (2) In person interview, or

(3) Content/form analysis of staff report. Oral reports due class 5. 

Class 4 . . . . .  Planning tools: controls  

Comprehensive plans, specific plans, overlay districts, and zoning ordinances, impact fees; rate caps; urban growth boundaries, formula business regulation, politics regionalism, social service sites, and others


Reading for next class:


Reader material:   All for Class #5


Text:
Heart: Read Ch. 3



Goldberg: Read Ch. 4



Class 5 . . . . .   Planning tools: incentives 

Reports on assignment

Density bonuses, subsidies, fast tracking, technical assistance; cluster subdivisions,  performance zoning, planned unit development (PUD), conditional uses, transfer of development rights (TDRs), eminent domain, and others


Reading for next class:


Reader material: All for Class #6


Text: 
Heart: Read Ch. 4


      
Goldberg: Read Ch. 5

Class 6 . . . . .   current planning techiques / tasks 

Short term planning & zoning enforcement; reading plans; departmental budgeting, consistency between planning & zoning


Class reports: end.


Reading for next class:


Reader material:  All for Class #7


Text:  
Heart: Read Ch. 5



Goldberg: Read Ch. 6

Class 7 . . . . . Introduction to advance planning 

Cost/benefit analysis; SWOT analysis, RFPs; quantitative analysis overview, GIS, planning support systems, capital budgeting, sustainability & environmental planning; rationality and the practice; sensitivity to natural resources; growth management/sprawl; Brookings Institute exercise 


Reader material:  All for Class #8

Text:
Heart: Read Ch. 6



Goldberg: Read Conclusion

Class 8  . . . . land & humanity stewardship

Emerging and contemporary techniques for stewardship planning; BIDs; artist and gays; adaptive reuse; terrorism & disaster planning; developer agreements; land trusts, eminent domain & takings
Reading for next class:


Reader material: None


Text:  Heart: Read Appendix A
Classes 9 – 14 ….CASE STUDIES / PROJECTS / DIRECTED READINGS
Final Report will be prepared on case study or project with an analysis against the perspectives of the readings.


Reader material:  Complete readings

Reader Listing

[use in conjunction with Syllabus]

Clark University – Fall 2007 

IDCE 334

Planning and Zoning 

  Smith, Herbert H. The Citizen’s Guide to Planning. Revised Ed. Chicago: Planners Press, 

     1979

  Chu, Jeff  Time
  Levy, John M. Contemporary Urban Planning, 5th ed. New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2000.

  Neuman, JPER 

  Howard, Jennifer Chronicle of Higher Education
  Fainstein, Susan, JPER

  McHarg, Ian L. Design With Nature. New York: John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 1992.

  Marris, Peter. Meaning and Action Community Planning and Conceptions of Change. 

      London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1987.

  Markovich, Julia, JPER
  Landry, Charles Worcester Cultural Commission 

  Swope, Christopher. “The Return of the Planner.” Governing, May 2004, p. 30-32, p. 35.

  Calthorpe, Peter The Regional City
  Hammel, Lee Worcester Telegram

  Worcester Regional Research Bureau Siting Residential Social Services Programs
  Planner job announcement

  Barron, David, Boston Globe, Eminent Domain is Dead
  City of Newport Planning Budget
  City of Newport Variance Application
  Hnatkovich, Sasha Art-ploitation
  Smith, Gregory,  Providence Journal

  Teitz, Andrew Can You Regulate Formula Businesses?

  Kuffner, Alex. “Rules for ‘formula businesses’ to be aired tonight.” In 

      The Providence Journal, March 31, 2004, Section C, p. C1.

  Coaffee, Jon. Terrorism, Risk and the City The Making of a Contemporary Urban Landscape.

      Burlington, VT: Ashgate Publishing Company, 2003.

 Disaster Preparedness Guidebook for Community Development Professionals, 2nd ed. 

      Washington, DC: National Community Development Association, September 2003. 
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