Culture, Health and Power

ID 207/IDCE 307 Spring 2009

Mondays and Wednesdays 12:00-1:15pm 

Libby Lounge Jefferson 1st Floor
Instructor: Professor Ellen E. Foley

Office: IDCE House #33 (10 Hawthorne Street)

Office Hours: Mondays 9:30-11:30am, Wednesdays 9:30-11:30am and by appt.
Tel. 508-421-3815

E-mail: efoley@clarku.edu


Course Description:  This course introduces students to the interdisciplinary field of medical anthropology.  In the course we will examine theoretical approaches to the social production of disease and the cultural construction of illness and suffering.  In addition to examining the theoretical and methodological underpinnings of medical anthropology, we will consider how practitioners apply it to study and resolve health problems in domestic and international settings.  We will explore a number of thematic topics in the course, including social constructions of the body and body parts, pregnancy and childbirth, malnutrition and infant death, HIV/AIDS, and legal and illegal drugs.  These issues will be explored in the context of the United States and developing countries.  
Course Objectives:  This seminar-style course intends to:

1.  Provide an overview of the field of medical anthropology, including its theoretical underpinnings, methodologies, and practical applications. 

2.  Strengthen students’ understandings of the socio-economic forces that shape epidemiological patterns, health status, health disparities, and access to medical care.
3.  Enable students to think analytically and critically about the complex intersections of culture and political economy.
4.  Train students to be critical and reflexive about their own approaches to disease, illness, and cultural difference.
Course Philosophy:  This course is designed as a collective endeavor in which the instructor will facilitate student engagement with the major themes of the course and the course materials.  While there will be some lectures to provide necessary background information, the course emphasizes active learning on the part of students through large and small-group discussions, and individual and group assignments inside and outside of class.  The success of the course depends on students preparing for each class period and arriving ready to participate fully in all class activities.
Grading and Course Requirements:
Attendance and class participation (25%): A seminar is a collective enterprise and its success depends on your active participation and engagement.  Routine lateness and absences will negatively affect your grade.  Your attendance and the quality of your in-class participation will count towards your participation grade.  

Response papers (20%):  Each week students will write a one to two page response paper (double-spaced, 12 point font) to discuss their reactions to the course materials.  This is the place for you to explore your own ideas about the course, and your papers should demonstrate that you have done the week’s reading.  Response papers are due every Wednesday at the beginning of class.  Students are required to submit 12 response papers over the course of the semester.  Response papers will be graded on a pass/fail basis.
Mid-term exam (25%):  This will be a take-home essay exam designed to help you synthesize key theoretical concepts and ethnographic examples from the first part of the course.  The mid-term will be handed out on Feb. 23rd and will be due March 13th.  

Final exam (30%): The final will be a take-home essay exam designed to help you synthesize key theoretical concepts and practical examples from the second half of the course.  The final will be handed out on April 20th and will be due May 1st.  Graduate students in the course are strongly encouraged to conduct a literature review on a topic of their choice in lieu of the final exam.  
Academic integrity policy: Students are expected to adhere to the university’s academic integrity and plagiarism policies on all assignments.  Students who violate these policies risk failing the course.

Required Texts:
The following books are available at the University Bookstore.  Additional readings will be distributed in class or through the course website on Blackboard.

Holloway, Kris.  2006.  Monique and the Mango Rains: Two Years with a Midwife in Mali.  Waveland Press.

Pisani, Elizabeth.  2008.  The Wisdom of Whores: Bureaucrats, Brothels, and the Business of AIDS.  New York: W.W. Norton.

Scheper-Hughes, Nancy.  1993.  Death Without Weeping: The Violence of Everyday Life in Brazil.  Berkeley: University of California Press.
Singer, Merrill and Hans Baer.  2007.  Introducing Medical Anthropology: A Discipline in Action.  Lanham: Altamira Press.
Singer, Merrill.  2007.  Drugging the Poor: Legal and Illegal Drugs and Social Inequality. Waveland Press.

Sharp, Lesley.  2006.    Strange Harvest: Organ Transplants, Denatured Bodies, and the Transformed Self.  Berkeley: University of California Press.
COURSE SCHEDULE: This is a working course schedule and is subject to change throughout the semester.  The readings and assignments listed under each week are for that week, i.e. read each week’s material and do the assignment before coming to class.  

Mon Jan. 12th

Introduction to the Course

Wed. Jan 14th

What is medical anthropology?
Reading:

Singer and Baer Chapter 1 “Why have a medical anthropology?”

Mon. Jan 19th

MLK Day—No Class
Wed. Jan 21st

What is medical anthropology?
Reading:

Singer and Baer Chapter 2 “What do medical anthropologists do?”

Mon. Jan 26th 
Illness vs. Disease

Reading: 

Singer and Baer Chapter 3 “What is health?  Experiencing illness, knowing disease”



Wed. Jan 28th

Biomedicine as a cultural and political system

Reading: 

Good, Byron.  1994. “How medicine constructs its objects” in Medicine, Rationality, and Experience: An anthropological perspective.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp.65-87.
Lock, Margaret.  2002. “Medical Knowledge and Body Politics” in Exotic No More: Anthropology on the Front Lines.  Jeremy MacClancy, ed.  Chicago: Chicago University Press, pp. 190-208.

Mon. Feb 2nd  
Cultural constructions of life and death

Reading:

Sharp, Lesley.  2006.    Strange Harvest: Organ Transplants, Denatured Bodies, and the Transformed Self.  Berkeley: University of California Press. Intro and Chapter One.

Wed. Feb 4th 

Cultural constructions of life and death

 


Reading:

Sharp, Lesley.  2006.    Strange Harvest: Organ Transplants, Denatured Bodies, and the Transformed Self.  Berkeley: University of California Press. Chapter Two.
Mon. Feb 9th

Cultural constructions of life and death
Reading:

Sharp, Lesley.  2006.    Strange Harvest: Organ Transplants, Denatured Bodies, and the Transformed Self.  Berkeley: University of California Press. Chapters Three and Four.
Wed. Feb 11th

Cultural constructions of life and death
Reading:

Sharp, Lesley.  2006.    Strange Harvest: Organ Transplants, Denatured Bodies, and the Transformed Self.  Berkeley: University of California Press. Epilogue
Mon. Feb 16th 
The trade in human organs
Reading:

Scheper-Hughes, Nancy.  2000.  “The Global Traffic in Organs,” Current Anthropology 41 (2): 191-224.

Scheper-Hughes, Nancy.  2002.  “Minding the Body: On the Trail of Organ-Stealing Rumors” in Exotic No More: Anthropology on the Front Lines.  Jeremy MacClancy, ed.  Chicago: Chicago University Press, pp. 33-63.
Wed.  Feb 18th 
Cross-cultural studies of healing systems

Reading: 

Singer and Baer  Chapter 4  “Ethnomedicine: The Worlds of Treatment and Healing”
Mon. Feb 23rd 
Medical pluralism
<Mid-term exam questions distributed in class>

Reading:

Singer and Baer  Chapter 5 “Plural Medical Systems in the Contemporary World”
Wed. Feb 25th 
The Culture of Pregnancy and Childbirth

Reading:

Holloway, Kris.  2006.   Monique and the Mango Rains: Two Years with a Midwife in Mali.  
Fri. Feb. 27th
Greater Boston Anthropology Consortium Student Conference Wellesley College

All students are encouraged to attend—stay tuned for details
SPRING BREAK—No Class

Mon. March 9th   
The Culture of Pregnancy and Childbirth

Reading:

Holloway, Kris.  2006.   Monique and the Mango Rains: Two Years with a Midwife in Mali. 
Wed.  March 11th 
The Culture of Pregnancy and Childbirth

Reading: 

Holloway, Kris.  2006.   Monique and the Mango Rains: Two Years with a Midwife in Mali.  
Fri. March 13th
Mid-term exams due by 5pm in Prof. Foley’s office
Mon. March 16th  
Health Disparities
Reading:

Singer and Baer, Chapter 6 “Health Disparity, Health Inequality”

Wed. March 18th
No class—Prof. Foley attending the Society for Applied Anthropology Meetings

Mon. March 23rd       Malnutrition and Infant Mortality
Reading:

Scheper-Hughes, Nancy.  1993.  Death Without Weeping: The Violence of Everyday Life in Brazil.  Berkeley: University of California Press. Read Prologue, Introduction, and Chapter 4 “Delirio de Fome: The Madness of Hunger.”
Wed.  March 25th 
Malnutrition and Infant Mortality
Reading:

Scheper-Hughes, Nancy.  1993.  Death Without Weeping: The Violence of Everyday Life in Brazil.  Berkeley: University of California Press.  Read chapter 5 “Nervoso: Medicine, Sickness, and Human Needs.”

Mon. March 30th 
Malnutrition and Infant Mortality

Reading:

Scheper-Hughes, Nancy.  1993.  Death Without Weeping: The Violence of Everyday Life in Brazil.  Berkeley: University of California Press. Read chapter 7 “Two Feet Under and a Cardboard Coffin”

Wed. April 1st 
HIV/AIDS: A Global Business?
Reading:
Pisani, Elizabeth.  2008.  The Wisdom of Whores: Bureaucrats, Brothers, and the Business of AIDS.  New York: W.W. Norton.  Read preface and chapters 1-2.

Mon. April 6th   
HIV/AIDS: A Global Business?
Reading:

Pisani, Elizabeth.  2008.  The Wisdom of Whores: Bureaucrats, Brothers, and the Business of AIDS.  New York: W.W. Norton.  Read chapters 3-5. 

Wed. April 8th 
HIV/AIDS: A Global Business?
Reading:

Pisani, Elizabeth.  2008.  The Wisdom of Whores: Bureaucrats, Brothers, and the Business of AIDS.  New York: W.W. Norton.  Read chapters 6-7.

Mon. April 13th 
HIV/AIDS: A Global Business?
Reading:

Pisani, Elizabeth.  2008.  The Wisdom of Whores: Bureaucrats, Brothers, and the Business of AIDS.  New York: W.W. Norton.  Read chapters 8-9.

Wed.  April 15th 
The political economy of legal and illegal drugs

Reading:
Singer, Merrill.  2008.  Drugging the Poor: Legal and Illegal Drugs and Social Inequality.  Long Grove, IL: Waveland Press.  Chapters 1-3.
Mon. April 20th 
The political economy of legal and illegal drugs
<Final exam questions distributed in class>
Reading:
Singer, Merrill.  2008.  Drugging the Poor: Legal and Illegal Drugs and Social Inequality.  Long Grove, IL: Waveland Press.  Chapters 4-5.
Wed.  April 22nd 
The political economy of legal and illegal drugs

Reading:
Singer, Merrill.  2008.  Drugging the Poor: Legal and Illegal Drugs and Social Inequality.  Long Grove, IL: Waveland Press.  Chapters 6-8.
Mon. April 27th
Where to from here?  Human rights and development
Reading:

Messer, Ellen.  2002.  “Anthropologists in a World with and Without Human Rights” in Exotic No More: Anthropology on the Front Lines.  Jeremy MacClancy, ed.  Chicago: Chicago University Press, pp. 319-337.

Fri. May 1st

Final Exams due by 5pm in Prof. Foley’s office
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