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Course Description

Community development can be conceived in multiple ways, some quite abstract and spiritual, and others truly material, strongly defined by the immediate realities and physical needs of human beings in different cultural, societal, and natural settings. Actually, it seems necessary to combine multiple ways of thinking about communities to address their needs. Current debates about post-modernity and the effects of globalization hypothesize we are set on the path to communal homogeneity—asserting the gradual death of the local. Conversely, other observers of (capitalist) globalization argue that anywhere we look we see a local struggle for identity preservation, resistance and differentiation. Another set of observers see a variety of forms of interconnectedness between the local and the global brought about by speeding time-space compression (Harvey) or by declining time-space distanciation (Giddens). 

These debates evidence a tug of war between the global hegemonic forces of consumer logos, which stamp our identities, attires, music, and the food we eat (Klein), and local actors which emphasize social justice and equity while defending their communities and identity.  Whereas understanding these debates is critical to develop our strategic orientation as planners, they are often very distant from the analytical and applied concerns of practicing community development.  In this course we will cover some of those debates about the tensions between the global and the local. However, we will grapple with community development in four more specific ways. First, we will approach community development as a complex craft in which professionals, citizens, states and various kinds of institutions engage with each other in order to shape the social life of groups and their surrounding environment. Sometimes the situations of engagement are virtuous, collaborative and driven by principles of sustainability. Conversely, they can be fraught by profound asymmetries of power. Secondly, we will address some of the historical forces that have shaped (urban) community development in the post-World War II era in the USA, and in other parts of Latin America, Asia and India and Africa: state retrenchment, structural adjustments, urban renewal, neoliberal reforms, privatization, decentralization/ devolution, financial crisis. Thirdly, we will discuss important dilemmas of collective action, resource allocation, and socio-economic inclusion, which result from asymmetries of power, information, expertise, wealth, and environmental health. Finally, we will devote significant attention to the tools and strategies of community development in various regions of the planet: asset-building, community/associative networks, participatory governance, social enterprises, social capital development, community development corporations, non-profits.

Academic and Human Integrity, and Other Problems 

Being a member of this academic community entitles each of us to a wide degree of freedom and the pursuit of scholarly interests. With that freedom, however, comes a responsibility to uphold the high ethical standards of scholarly and human conduct. Academic violations include but are not limited to: plagiarism, inappropriate collaboration, dishonesty in examinations whether in class or take-home, dishonesty in papers, work done for one course and submitted to another without consulting professors, deliberate falsification of data, and interference with other’s students work. Uncivil behavior—racist, sexist, or other offensive behavior/statements-- will not be tolerated. If other problems arise in the course of the semester, please consult the professor.

Clark University’s full length policy on academic integrity is at: http://www.clarku.edu/offices/aac/integrity.cfm
Requirements

Students are expected to do the readings and participate in class discussions. Class lectures will not be a faithful summary of readings. The class grade will be based on: 

(1) Class participation (15% of the grade).
(2) Two memoranda about the readings which students will prepare throughout the semester. Memos will be presented in class sessions. The main objective of the memos is to elicit critical thinking from students. The memos are not summaries of the readings. Each memo will be 3-4 pages long, double space, one inch margins on each side, and header/footer, and 11-12 font size. Clear, expository writing with graduate level quality prose is expected. (25% of the grade)
(3) A mid-term take-home examination of 8-10 pages in length. Two essay questions (4-5 pages each) based on the readings of the first two thirds of the course. (25% of the grade).
(4) A final research paper 15-20 pages in length (35%). The topic of the research paper will be discussed with the professor for approval.  Further details about the scope of the paper will be discussed during the semester.
There are no textbooks for the class. Readings will be available in electronic files at a location yet to be determined (probably CICADA). 

Class Schedule and Readings 
I
Planning Professionals, Community Development History and Institutional Restructuring  
August 31:
Professionals, Paradigms and Technical Rationality
Gardner, Howard, Mihaly, Csikszentmihaly & William Damon. (2001). Good Work: When Excellence and Ethics Meet.  Chapter 1: Good Work in Difficult Times. Chapter 2: The Conditions of Good Work. (pp.3-36).

Kuhn, Thomas. (1970). The Structure of Scientific Revolutions. The University of Chicago Press. Chicago: Illinois. Section: “Postscript 1969.”

Schön, Donald A. (1983). The Reflective Practitioner: How Professionals Think in Action. Basic Books. N.Y.: N.Y. Part 1 (pp.3-69): “Professional Knowledge and Reflection-In-Action.”

Recommended:

Clifford, James. (1997). Routes: Travel and Translation in the Late Twentieth Century. Harvard University Press. Cambridge: MA. Chapter 3: Spatial Practices: Fieldwork, Travel, and the Disciplining of Anthropology. (pp. 52-91).

Forester, John. ( 1989). Planning in the Face of Power. University of California Press. Berkeley: CA. Parts I & II. pp. 3-67.
Sept. 7 (No Class Labor Day)

Sept.14:

Community Development: History and Context 
Domhoff, William G. (2005). “The Ford Foundation in the Inner City: Forging an Alliance with Neighborhood Activists.” This document's URL: http://sociology.ucsc.edu/whorulesamerica/power/ford_foundation.html
Katz, Michael B. (1989). The Undeserving Poor: From the War on Poverty to the War on Welfare. Pantheon Books. N.Y.:N.Y.  Chapter 3: The Intellectual Foundations of the War on Poverty. pp.79-123.

Morris, Alan. (1998). “Continuity or Rupture: The City, Post Apartheid.” Social Research, Vol.65, No.4 (Winter 1998). Pp.759-775.

Portes, Alejandro & Walton, John. (1976). Urban Latin America: The Political Condition from Above and Below. University of Texas Press. Austin: TX. Chapter 2: The Economy and Ecology of Urban Poverty. pp. 7-69.
Sept.21:
Transformations: Dismantling of the Welfare State, Structural Adjustments, Globalization and Financiation.
Balckburn, Robin (2006). “Finance and The Fourth Dimension.” New Left Review 39; May-June. pp. 39-70.

Castells, Manuel. (2000). “Materials for an exploratory theory of the network society.” British Journal of Sociology. Vol. No.51, Issue No.11. January/ March 2000. pp.5-24. 

Esping-Andersen. (1999). Social Foundations of Post-Industrial Economies. Oxford University Press. Oxford: UK. pp.1-72.
Rodrik, Dani.(1996). “Understanding Economic Policy Reform.” Journal of Economic Literature.  Vol. 34, No.1 9 (March, 1996). (pp.9-41).
Recommended:

Gowan Peter. (2009). “Crisis in the Heartland: Consequences of the New Wall Street System.” New Left Review 55; Jan-Feb. 2009. pp. 5-29.
Stiglitz, Joseph E.(2002). Globalization and its Discontents. WW Norton. NY:NY. (Ch.2, pp.23-52; Ch.5, pp.133-165)

II
Dilemmas of Collective Action, Resource Control and Incorporation 
Sept. 28:
Externalities, Collective Action, Common Pool Resources 
Dolsak Nives & Elinor Ostrom. (2003). “The Challenges of the Common.” In The Commons in the Millenium: Challenges and Adaptation. MIT Press. Cambridge: MA. 
Feeny, David, Fikret Berkes, Bonnie J. McCay, & James M. Acheson. (1998). “ The Tragedy of the Commons: Twenty-Two Years Later.” In Managing the Commons (2nd edition). John A. Baden & Douglas S. Noonan, Eds. Indiana University Press. Bloomington: IN. 1998.

Hardin, Garrett (1968) (reprint) “The Tragedy of the Commons.” In Managing the Commons (2nd edition). John A. Baden & Douglas S. Noonan, Eds. Indiana University Press. Bloomington: IN. 1998.

Olson, Mancur. (1965). The Logic of Collective Action: Public Goods and the Theory of Groups. Harvard University Press. Cambridge:MA. pp.1-66.
Oct.5:

Sustainability and Environmental Justice 
Borges-Méndez, Ramón. (2008).“Sustainable Development and Participatory Practices in Community Forestry: The Case of FUNDECOR in Costa Rica.” Local Environment:  The International Journal of Justice and Sustainability. Vol. 13, No.4, 367-383, June 2008.

Cities Alliance. (2009). “Climate Change: What does this mean for your city? CIVIS. No.1-July 2009. pp. 1-4.
Hess, David. J. (2009). Localist Movements in a Global Economy: Sustainability, Justice and Urban Development in the United States. MIT Press. Cambridge, MA. Chapter 4: The Politics of Local Retailing; Chapter 5: The Challenges of Urban Agriculture.pp.113-160.

Scatterhwaite, David, McGranahan, Gordon & Mitlin, Diana. (2005). Community-Driven Development for Water and Sanitation in Urban Areas. Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council. Geneva, Switzerland. Prepared for the 13th session of the Commission on Social Development, April 2005, New York. 
The “Father” of Environmental Justice Robert Bullard. Sundance Channel. 

Audio Interview. 40 minutes.

http://www.sundancechannel.com/thegoodfight/projects/robert_bullard?video=230319864
Oct. 12 (Fall Break)
Nov. 2:
Decentralization, Devolution, Fiscal Federalism
Bahl, Roy. (2008) “Promise and Reality of Fiscal Decentralization.” In Decentlaization Policies in Asian Development. Shinichi Ichimura and Roy Bahl, eds. World Scientific Publishing. Hackensack: NJ. 

Bardhan, Pranab. (2002). “Decentralization of Governance and Development.” The Journal of Economic Perspectives, Vol. 16, No.4 (Autumn, 2002), pp. 185-205.
Oates, Wallace E. (1999). “An Essay on Fiscal Federalism.” Journal of Economic Literature, Vol. 37, No. 3 (Sept. 1999), pp. 1120-1149.
Nov.9:

Poverty and “Slumming”: Not Just an Income Problem 
Invited Guest: Miren Uriarte, PhD. Professor. College of Public and Community Service, University of Massachusetts, Boston.

Bradshaw, Ted. K. (2006). “Theories of Poverty and Anti-Poverty Programs in Community Development.” Rural Poverty Research Center. Oregon State University. RPRC Working Paper No. 06-05. 
Clark, David A. (2005). “The Capability Approach: Its Development, Critiques and Recent Advances.” Global Poverty Research Group. GPRG-032. 
UN-Habitat. (2006). State of the World’s Cities 2006/07: The Millenium Development Goals and Urban Sustainability. Earthscan. Part 1: Cities, Slums and the Millenium Development Goals. pp. 2-55. 
Uriarte, Miren. (2002). Cuba, Social Policy at the Crossroads: Maintaining Priorities, Transforming Practice. Oxfam America. Boston:MA.
Nov.16:
Immigration, Segregation and Community Development

Borges-Mendez, Ramon. (2007). “The Latinization of Lawrence : Migration Settlement, and Incorporation of Latinos in a Small Town of Massachusetts.” In Latinos in a Changing Society. Marta Montero-Sieburth & Edwin Melendez, eds. Westport: Praeger.

Cutler, David, M., Glaeser, Edward L. & Vigdor, Jacob L. (1999). “The Rise and Decline of the American Ghetto.” The Journal of Political Economy, Vol. 107, No.3. (June.,1999), pp.455-506.

Hum, Tarry.(2006). “ New York City’s Asian Immigrant Economies: Community Development Needs and Challenges.” In Jobs and Economic Development in Minority Communities. Paul Ong & Anastasia Loukaitou-Sideris, eds. Philadelphia: Temple University Press.

Wilson, Kenneth L. & Portes, Alejandro. (1980). “Immigrant Enclaves: An Analysis of the Labor Market Experience in Miami.” The American Journal of Sociology, Vol.86, No.2 (Sep.1980), pp.295-319.
Recommended: 

Colburn, David R. (2001). “Running for Office: African-American Mayors from 1967 to 1996.” In Colburn, David R. & Jeffrey Adler. (eds.).African American Mayors: Race, Politics and the American City. University of Illinois Press. Urbana-Champaign: IL. 2001.
Massey, Douglas S. & Nancy Denton. (1998). “The Dimensions of Residential Segregation.” Social Forces, Vol. 67, No. 2 (Dec.,1988), pp.281-315.

III
New Ideas, Strategies and Tools in Community Development  

Nov.23:
Governance, Deliberative Democracy, and Participation  
MIDTERM DUE
Invited Guest: Anny Rivera-Ottenberger, PhD. Lecturer. International Studies, Northeastern University.
Fung, Archon & Erik Olin Wright. (2001). “Deepening Democracy: Innovations in Empowered Participatory Governance”. Politics & Society, Vol.29, No.1 March 2001. pp. 5-41.

Salamon, Lester. (2002). “The New Governance and the Tools of Public Action: An Introduction.” In The Tools of Government: A Guide to the New Governance. Lester Salamon, (ed.). Oxford University Press. Oxford: UK. 2002. (pp. 1-47).

Heller, P. (2001) “Moving the State: The Politics of Democratic Decentralization in Kerala, South Africa and Porto Alegre.” Politics and Society 29 (2001): 131-163.
Rivera-Ottenberger, Anny. (2008). “Decentralization and local democracy in Chile: two active communities and two models of local governance.” In Planning and decentralization: Contested Spaces for public action in the global south. Victoria A. Beard, Faranak Miraftab and Christopher Silver, eds. Routledge. London:UK. 
Recommended:

Siriani, Carmen & Lewis Friedland. (2001). Civic Innovation in America: Community Empowerment, Public Policy and the Movement for Civic Renewal. University of California Press. Berkeley: CA. (pp.1-34). 
Nov. 30:
Social Capital 
Dasgupta, Partha. (1999). “Economic progress and the idea of social capital”. In Social Capital: A Multifaceted Perspective. Partha Dasgupta & Ismail Serageldin, (eds.) The World Bank. Washington, DC. 1999.

Evans, Peter. (1996). “Government Action, Social Capital, and Development: Reviewing the Evidence on Synergy.” World Development. Vol, 24. No.6.pp.1119-1132. 

Putnam, Robert D. (1996). “The Strange Disappearance of Civic America.” The American Prospect, no.24 (Winter 1996)
Woolkock, Michael & Deepa Narayan. (2000). “Social Capital: Implications for development theory, research and policy. The World Bank Research Observer, vol.15,no.2. (pp.225-249).
Dec. 7:
The Challenges of Organizational Architecture: Networks, Collaborations and Transnationalism.
Chalmers, Douglas A.; Martin, Scott B.; Piester, Keriane. (1997). “Associative Networks: New Structures of Representation for Popular Sectors?” In The New Politics of Inequality in Latin America: Rethinking Participation and Representation. Douglas Chalmers, et.al. (eds.). Oxford University Press. Oxford: U.K. 1997. 
Mendelson, Sarah E. & John K Glenn. (2002). “Introduction: Transnational Networks and NGOs in Postcommunist Societies.” In The Power and Limits of NGOs. Sarah E. Mendelson & John K Glenn, eds. Columbia University Press. NY:NY.  
Skocpol, Theda (2007). “Government Activism and the Reorganization of American Civic Democracy.” In The Transformation of American Politics: Activist Government and the Rise of Conservatism.  Paul Pierson & Theda Skocpol , (eds.). Princeton University Press. Princeton: NJ.

Portes, Alejandro, Escobar, Cristina,Walton Radford, Alexandria. (2005). Immigrant Transnational Organizations and Development: A Comparative Study. Center for Migration and Development. Princeton University. Working Paper #05-07. 

Dec.14: 
Urban and Community Economic Development: CDC’s; Workforce Development; Asset Development; Philanthrocapitalism . 
Borges-Méndez, Ramón. (2009).“Asset Building and Economic Pathways”. Policy Brief Prepared for the Center for Puerto Rican Studies. CUNY-Hunter College. April 2009. 

Edwards, Michael. (2008). Just Another Emperor? The Myhts and Realities of Philanthrocapitalism. Demos & The Young Foundation. NY:NY.

Meléndez, Edwin, Servon, Lisa J. (2007). “Reassessing the Role of Housing in Community-Based Urban Development”. Housing Policy Debate. Volume 18, Issue 4. pp. 751-783.
Osterman, Paul. (2008).“Improving Job Quality: Policies Aimed at the Demand Side of the Low-Wage Labor Market”. In A Future of Good Jobs? America’s Challenge in the Global Economy. Timothy J. Bartik, Susan N. Houseman, eds. W.E. Upjohn Institute for Employment Research. Kalamazoo: MI. 
Savitch, H.V., Kantor, Paul. (2003).“ Urban Strategies for a Global Era: A Cross-National Comparison”. American Behavioral Scientist, 2003;46. pp. 1002-1033.
Suggested Topics for Final Research Papers:
Technology and Community Development
Gender and Community Development

Housing and Community Development

Transnational NGOs and Community Development

Multi-Lateral Agencies and Community Development

Faith-Based Organizations and Community Development

The Private Sector and Community Development

Foundations/Philanthropy and Community Development 
Indicators, Data and Community Development
Recommended Readings:
Seminal works (partial list) which inspired community development and collective action in the 1960’and beyond.
Alinsky, Saul D. (1946).Reveille for Radicals. Vintage Books. NY: NY. 

de Beauvoir, Simone. (1974). The Second Sex. Vintage Books. NY:NY. (Originally published in French in 1949).

Cardoso, Fernando Henrique, Faletto, Enzo. (1979). Dependency and Development in Latin America. University of California Press. Berkeley: CA. (Orinally publiched in Spanish in 1969).
Castro, Fidel. Speeches, Interviews, etc. http://lanic.utexas.edu/la/cb/cuba/castro.html
Cesaire, Aimé. (2001) Discourse on Colonialism. Monthly Review Press. NY:NY. (Originally published in French in 1953).

Chavez, Cesar. The Story of Cesar Chavez. United Farm Workers. http://www.ufw.org/_page.php?menu=research&inc=history/07.html
E.F. Schumacher. (1973). Small is Beautiful: Economics as if People Mattered. Harper & Row. NY: NY.

Fanon, Frantz.(1965). The Wretched of the Earth. Macgibbon & Kee. Great Britain. (Originally published in French in 1961).

Freire, Paulo. (1970). Pedagogy of the Oppressed. Continuum Publishing Company. (Originally published in Portuguese in Brazil in 1968).

Galeano, Eduardo. (1973). The Open Veins of Latin America. Monthly Review Press. NY:NY. (Originally published in Spanish in 1971).

Gutierrez, Gustavo. (1983). The Power of the Poor in History: Selected Writings. SCM Press LTD. London. UK. (Some of the key manuscripts of liberation theology. Originally published in Spanish between 1969-1979.)

Harrington, Michael. (1962). The Other America: Poverty in the United States. Macmillan. NY:NY.

King, Jr., Martin Luther (1963). Martin Luther King "I have a dream"  March on Washington.
Malcolm X. (1964). The Autobiography of Malcolm X. As told to Alex Haley. Ballantine Publishing Group. NY: NY. (For Information on Malcolm X also see the Malcolm X Project at Columbia University).
 
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/ccbh/mxp/index.html
Marx, Karl & Engels, Fredrick. (1848). The Communist Manifesto. http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/download/manifest.pdf
Mills, C. Wright (1956). The Power Elite. Oxford University Press. NY.NY.

Thoreau, Henry David. (2007). On the Duty of Civil Disobedience. Filiquarian Publishing, LLC. (Originally titled “Resistance to Local Government”, published in English in 1849). 

History of Community Development and related issues in the USA (1930-1980’s) and other regions.(Partial list. Ask the professor for further suggestions on specific topics or regions).
Gelfand, Mark I. (1975). A Nation of Cities: The Federal Government and Urban America, 1933-1965. Oxford University Press. New York: NY. [Chapters 2-4 cover Pre-New Deal to W.W.II  and Chapters 5-10 cover Eisenhower, War on Poverty/ Great Society]

Hall, Peter Dobkin. (1992). Inventing the Non-Profit Sector. The Johns Hopkins University Press. BA: MD. Chapter 1: Reinventing the Non-Profit Sector .pp. 13-85.
Mamdani, Mahmood. (1996).Citizen and Subject: Contemporary Africa and the Legacy of Late Colonialism. Princeton University Press. Princeton: NJ.
Marris, Peter, Rein Martin. (1967) Dilemmas of Social Reform: Poverty and Community Action in the United States. Aldine Publishing Company. Chicago:Il. 
O’Connor, Alice. (2001). Poverty Knowledge: Social Science, Social Policy and the Poor in Twentieth Century U.S. History. Princeton University Press. Princeton: NJ.  [Chapters 4-7 are most relevant to understand the ideas behind “community action” and programs originating in the War on Poverty.]

Orloff, Ann Shola. (1988). “The Political Origins of America’s Belated Welfare State.” In The Politics of Social Policy in the United States. Margaret Weir, Ann Shola  Orloff, and Theda Skocpol. (Eds.). Princeton University Press. Princeton:NJ. 1988.
Scheman, L. Ronald. (1988). “The Alliance for Progress: Concept and Creativity.” In The Alliance for Progress: A Retrospective. L. Ronald Scheman, ed. Praeger. NY: NY. 

Scott, James C. (1998).  Seeing Like a State: How certain schemes to improve the human condition have failed. Princeton University Press. Princeton: New Jersey. 

Teaford, Jon C. The Rough Road to Renaissance: Urban Revitalization in America, 1940-1985. The Johns Hopkins University Press. Baltimore: MD. Chapter 6: Hitting Bottom. pp.200-252. ( The whole book is excellent).

Internet Resources
Below there is a very partial list of Websites with valuable and diverse resources on community development, urban development, governance, community economic development, socio-economic data and related matters. I encourage you to use them and browse through them since they would give you a good idea about the scope of activities in the field. (Some descriptions are lifted from the websites).
Diverse with International Focus
· www.unesco.org/most: The web site of UNESCO’s Management of Social Transformations Programme (MOST). It contains materials and information (mostly from developing countries) on various sub-programs addressing problems ranging from multiculturalism to democratization and local autonomy, religious rights, and sustainability, among other things. 

· www.ashinstitute.harvard.edu: The web site of the Ash Institute for Democratic Governance and Innovation at the Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University. Materials and case studies about innovation in government: concerned with institutional and local-state-regional government innovation; public management; and performance and productivity. Historically funded by the Ford Foundation.

· www.undp.org: Great website (one of my favorites) with all sorts of comparative material on development, governance and other relevant topics.  Very interesting publications with balanced and relatively progressive perspectives on policy, (especially for a multi-lateral organization.)

· www.worldbank.org: The web site of The World Bank. All sorts of resource materials on various topics related to governmental reform. See special subsections under Topics & Sectors, and Research: public sector management; social development; urban development, participation. 

· www.oecd.org.: The website of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development. Information and research on broad range of issues ranging from governance to economic development. Material is not only about Europe. 

· www.unhabitat.org: The website of the UN-Habitat Program. Material related to living conditions in cities, with emphasis on the challenge of meeting the Millenium Development Goals.

· http://www.bwpi.manchester.ac.uk/: The website of the Brooks World Poverty Institute at the University of Manchester. Excellent resources and material to understand non-income based approaches to poverty alleviation which incorporate community-based, governance and institutional approaches to development. 
· http://www.sdinet.co.za/: Website of Shack and Slum Dweller’s International. SDI is a transnational network of local slum dweller organizations who have come together at the city and national level to form federations of the urban poor.  The site contains information about resources, case-studies, partnerships, political issues. 

· http://www.citiesalliance.org/index.html: Website of The Cities Alliance, a global coalition of cities and their development partners committed to scaling up successful approaches to poverty reduction and other urban development projects to eliminate slums. 
· http://www.unep.org/urban_environment/index.asp: Website of the United Nations Environment Unit. Information about environmental issues at the local, national and international level. These include air pollution, coastal areas, waste, biodiversity, and climate change.
Asset Building and Community Economic Development
· http://www.cnt.org/: Website of the Center for Neighborhood Technology. Creative work on sustainable development, community development, transportation. 
· http://add.cfed.org/: Website of the American Dream Demonstration. Organized by the Corporation for Enterprise Development, the American Dream Demonstration ran from 1997-2002. It was comprehensively evaluated by the Center for Social Development of Washington University and Abt Associates using eight different research methods including implementation assessment, participant case studies, cross sectional-survey, monitoring, in-depth interviews, cost analysis, experimental impact evaluation and assessment of community effects.

· http://iasp.brandeis.edu/index.html: Institute on Assets and Social Policy at Brandeis University is a research institute at the Heller School for Social Policy and Management at Brandeis University, dedicated to promoting a better understanding of how assets and asset-building opportunities improve the well-being and financial stability of individuals and families left out of the economic mainstream.  http://iasp.brandeis.edu/publications/resources.html  The link to other resources sections is fairly comprehensive.
· http://cdfi.org/index.php: The CDFI Coalition is the unified national voice of community development financial institutions (CDFIs). Their mission is to encourage fair access to financial resources for America's underserved people and communities. Nationwide, over 1000 CDFIs serve economically distressed communities by providing credit, capital and financial services that are often unavailable from mainstream financial institutions. Good section with links to other asset building organizations at: http://cdfi.org/index.php?page=dataproject-a  

· http://www.nalcab.org/home.html: National Association of Latinos Community Asset Builders (NALCAB) groups diverse Latino-led community development corporations and other community-based organizations that focus on asset building. NALCAB mission is to build financial and human assets as well as real estate and technology resources in Latino families, communities and organizations.

· http://www.newamerica.net/programs/asset_building#: The Asset Building Program of the New American Foundation has quick and accurate descriptions and updates of Federal programs and legislation on asset building. Available short policy briefs on specific programs such as ASPIRE or asset initiatives at the state level. 

· http://csd.wustl.edu/AssetBuilding/overview/Pages/default.aspx: Center for Social Development at Washington University. Entire research and policy program on asset development. Emphasis on IDA and children’s accounts, etc. Home to the American Dream Demonstration project with 13 CBOs nationwide that opened 2,364 IDA’s.  

· http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/ocs/afi/currentgrantees.html: Federal agency in charge of asset building, gateway to IDAs:  Administration for Children and Families. All relevant information necessary to develop and IDA program, including basic funding opportunities.

· http://www.ccc.unc.edu/: Center for Community Capital Examines the full range of conditions which determine whether and how financial capital flows to and from individuals and among households and communities. Areas of focus are: mortgage finance, consumer financial services, community development finance.
· http://www.chicagofed.org/cedric/cedric_index.cfm: Consumer & Economic Development & Information Center (CEDRIC) of the Chicago FED. Its principal mission is to foster research related to consumer and economic development issues such as consumer and small business financial behavior, access to credit, affordable housing, and community development and reinvestment. http://www.chicagofed.org/cedric/search.cfm List of community and economic development topics are searched and linked to their Google ScholarTM Web page. The Web pages generated are searched using all the words in the main category and the topic as an exact phrase. The results can be tailored to article criteria, author, publication, and date by using the Advanced Search feature in Google ScholarTM.
· http://www.gistfunders.org/AssetFunders.htm: The Asset Funders Network is an informal network of foundations supporting policy, programs and strategies enabling low-wealth individuals to accumulate assets, build and grow their net worth and become owners and stakeholders in their communities. 

· http://www.lisc.org/section/resources: Local Initiatives Support Corporation. For specific resources on asset building: http://www.lisc.org/section/goals/family/asset_building/
Data Websites

· http://nccs.urban.org/: The National Center for Charitable Statistics is the national clearinghouse of data on the nonprofit sector in the United States. NCCS is a program of the Center on Nonprofits and Philanthropy (CNP) at the Urban Institute.
· http://factfinder.census.gov/home/saff/main.html?_lang=en: Data portal of the U.S. Bureau of the Census. Electronic availability of all census products. 
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