
AID AND EMPIRE
Looking into the Gift Horse’s Mouth
IDCE 30273 /  ID 250

Seminar time:	 3 hours a week, Thursdays 2:50-5:50, JC106

My office: 	 3rd Floor, IDCE (10 Hawthorne Street), Room 301
Office hours:	preferably Thursdays 1-2:30 (sign up on my door)\
or Tuesdays 12-3 (drop by; first come first serve)

Email:  	LGrandia@clarku.edu

Telephone:  	508-793-7629

Enrollment:  	Capped at 25.  ID 361 (Program and Project Management) highly recommended; undergraduates (juniors and seniors) by instructor permission only
	 


Course/Catalogue Description:

This course examines the history and geopolitics of foreign aid—from the Marshall Plan to the “war on terror.”  What drives countries or individuals to help another?  To what degree is this politically motivated?  To answer such questions, we first examine the issue of empire though a series of controversial books about the “aid-industrial-complex.”  In the second part of the class, we then survey the operations and practices of a variety of donors including:  multi-laterals (World Bank), bi-laterals (USAID), private sector (family foundations), and individual donors.  Through “seeing like a donor,” students will learn the art and craft of grant writing and other fundraising strategies for development projects.  During this part of the course, students will develop a foundation proposal for a real project being planned by an NGO.  Lastly, we explore alternative fundraising paradigms and emergent philanthropic trends.


Course objectives:

The purpose of the course is to enable students with aspirations for joining the international development field to understand the constraints and opportunities donors will place on their work.  By the end of the semester, students taking the course should be able to:

· Understand the historical background of the foreign aid system in relationship to geopolitical strategy.
· Recognize and describe the key players in funding international development today.
· Make informed decisions about the advantages and disadvantages of working with different kinds of donors.
· Acquire the skills for raising funds from various categories of donors through applied training in writing proposals and managing donor involvement in project implementation.

Key to Symbols

· Found in the course packet.
· Posted digitally to Cicada.  
· Books to be purchased or borrowed from the library reserve desk.
· Assignment due or exam scheduled.
· Class activity.
· Specific topic for weekly commentary (otherwise open).


Books (any edition of these is fine)

· Burdick, Eugene, and William Lederer. 1958. The Ugly American. Kingsport, Tenn: Kingsport Press. 	
· Kinzer, Stephen. 2006. Overthrow: America's Century of Regime Change from Hawaii to Iraq. New York: Henry Holt and Company.
· Hiatt, Steven. Editor. 2007. A Game as Old as Empire:  The Secret World of Economic Hit Men and the Web of Global Corruption. San Francisco: Berrett-Koehler Publishers.
· Danaher, Kevin. 1994. "50 Years is Enough: The Case Against the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund." Boston: South End Press.
· Bishop, Matthew, and Michael Green. 2008. Philanthro-Capitalism:  How the Rich Can Save the World. New York: Bloomsbury Press.
· Moyo, Dambisa. 2009. Dead Aid:  Why Aid is Not Working and How There is a Better Way for Africa. New York: Farrar, Straus, and Giroux.
· Bornstein, David. 2007. How To Change the World: Social Entrepreneurs and the Power of New Ideas. New York: Oxford University Press.
· INCITE!  Women of Color Against Violence. 2009. The Revolution Will Not Be Funded: Beyond the Non-Profit Industrial Complex. Boston: South End Press.




Assignments and Evaluation Criteria

Part I, Empire:  This is the heaviest reading section and all students must post short written commentaries to Cicada (with critical analysis not summary of the material) prior to each seminar meeting (4 total for this section).  

Part II, Donors:  In addition to regular reading, students should explore websites and other written materials posted on Cicada about each donor studied.  In addition to the syllabus readings, I will be posting a newspaper or magazine article each week about the topic at hand.  Students should write 3 commentaries on weeks of their choice during this part.

Part III, Alternatives:  Readings for these two weeks are lighter than average to allow students to work on their final projects. Students will write one final commentary for week 13.


Exams

There will be two exams: 

1. An in-class (closed book) midterm (October 29)
2. A comprehensive (but open-book) take home final at the end of the course.


Geography quiz

In the third week of class, students will take a geography quiz.  To prepare, find yourself an atlas or a map in the library.  There are many online study guides for improving your geographic knowledge.  Find one you like and be ready to locate any and all countries on a world map.  

· http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/atlas/index.html?Parent=world&Mode=d&SubMode=w
· http://www.lizardpoint.com/fun/geoquiz/
· http://www.yourchildlearns.com/online-interactive-maps.htm
· The Goddard library has also found some sites under “LibGuides.”


Critical commentaries

Eight times during the semester you will write and post a short (1-2 solid paragraphs) commentary to Cicada to help prepare you for class discussion.  These commentaries may be experiential, political, analytical, or theoretical in nature.  You should write about whatever thoughts the readings provoked.  Do not summarize the readings.  React to them.  Deepen the debate.

These written commentaries should be posted to Cicada by Wednesday noon according to this schedule:
	Weeks 2, 3, 4, & 5 – required
	Weeks 6 to 12 – choose three weeks that interest you most
	Week 13 – required

If you should be absent from class for any reason, please write a lengthier commentary on the readings for that week.


Curiosities

- Be less curious about people and more curious about ideas.  – Marie Curie  

- It is a miracle that curiosity survives formal education. – Albert Einstein 

- The cure for boredom is curiosity. There is no cure for curiosity. – Dorothy Parker  

- Judge a man by his questions rather than by his answers.  – Voltaire  

At least twice in the semester, whenever you are so inspired you should prepare a three-minute “curiosity” commentary.  These should be brief, snappy and thought provoking—and ideally should generate class discussion.  To “cash in” your curiosity currency, write your name and general topic on the back of the cat photo (#1) and cartoon (#2) and make sure I place it in my folder so that you get credit.

If you will need the overhead projector, please arrive to class 10 minutes early to pre-load the document or internet page.  If you do have visuals, please also post them to Cicada so that your classmates may refer to them later.


Final assignment

There will be several choices for the final assignment:

1.  Research paper, 15-20 pages
1a. Research paper on a topic of your choice engaging with theoretical and analytical concepts learned in the course.
1b.  A research paper on a topic of interest to Dr. Grandia’s new research on the cancer-industrial-complex.  

2.  Grant proposal – Only for students who have taken IDCE 361 (Development Project Management) and/or who already has skills in grant writing from another class or work experience:
2a.  A grant proposal for ProPetén in Guatemala, plus a memo outlining networking contacts and fundraising strategies.
2b.  A grant proposal for an organization of your choice, plus a memo outlining networking contacts and fundraising strategies.
* For very large proposals (such as the type submitted to USAID or the World Bank), students may choose to work in pairs, pending approval by the professor.

All topics should be approved by the professor in her office hours and/or on a stroll to/from class.  

Grading scale

The grading scale is equivalent to the university-wide standards described in Clark’s Academic Catalogue.  As a seminar, attendance and participation is especially important, so all students should prepared to engage and discuss each week.  

1.  Participation			25%
Written commentaries		10%
	Curiosities			5%
	Overall participation		10%
	
2.  Exams				50%
	Geography quiz		10%
Midterm exam			20%
Take-home essay		20%

3.  Final paper or proposal		25%

Total					100%


Part I:  Empire


Week 1: Introduction, The Ugly American (September 3)

· Lederer, William, and Eugene Burdick. 1958. The Ugly American. New York: W. W. Norton and Company.

· In class:  Excerpt from Marlon Brando film.


Week 2: Overthrow (September 10)

· Kinzer, Stephen. 2006. Overthrow: America's Century of Regime Change from Hawaii to Iraq. New York: Henry Holt and Company. [Reading strategy to be discussed in class 9/3/09]

· Cicada commentary topic – describe any incidents of “ugly Americanism” that you have witnessed or (if you are honest and self reflective) with which you have been involved, and/or reflect on the book.


Week 3:  Theories of Empire (September 17)

· Mattei, Ugo, and Laura Nader. 2008. "Introduction and Chapter 1 (Plunder and the Rule of Law)," in Plunder: When the Rule of Law is Illegal.  Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishing. pp. 1-34.
· Johnson, Chalmers. 2000. Blowback:  The Costs and Consequences of American Empire. New York: Henry Holt and Company. pp. 3-33
· Hardt, Michael, and Antonio Negri. 2000. Empire. Cambridge: Harvard University Press. pp. xi-xvii, 22-41.
· Enloe, Cynthia. 1989. Bananas, Beaches, and Bases: Making Feminist Sense of International Politics. Berkeley: University of California Press. pp. 42-64.
· Said, Edward. 2003. "Orientalism 25 Years Later:  Worldly Humanism v. the Empire-builders," posted on Counterpunch, August 4, 5 pgs.
· Nader, Laura. 1989. Orientalism, Occidentalism and the Control of Women. Cultural Dynamics 2:1-33.
· Roy, Arundhati. 2004. "Instant-Mix Imperial Democracy," in An Ordinary Person's Guide to Empire, pp. 41-68. Cambridge, MA: South End Press. pp. 41-68.
· --- . 2003. "Confronting Empire " Speech at the World Social Forum, Porto Alegre Brazil, January 27, 3 pgs.

· World geography quiz

· Cicada commentary topic – engage with the readings

Recommended (for anyone unfamiliar with the term “neoliberalism”)
· Engler, Mark. 2008. “Introduction.” How to Rule the World: The Coming Battle over the Global Economy. 1-28. New York: Nation Books. 
· Ferguson, James. "Chapter 6."  Global Shadows:  Africa in the Neoliberal World Order. Durham: Duke University Press, 2006. 


Week 4:  Charity and “gifts” (September 24)

· Singer, Peter. 1972. Famine, Affluence, and Morality. Philosophy and Public Affairs 1:229-43.
· Mauss, Marcel. 1950 (1990 this translation). The Gift: The Form and Reason for Exchange in Archaic Societies. New York: WW Norton. vii (Mary Douglas’s Forward), 6-15, 65-78
· Hyde, Lewis. 1979. The Gift: Imagination and the Erotic Life of Property. New York: Random House. xi-xvii, 3-24.
· Piven, Frances Fox, and Richard A. Cloward. 1971/1993. Regulating the Poor. New York: Vintage Books.  Xv-xix, 3-42.
· Gronemeyer, Marianne. 1992. "Helping," in The Development Dictionary. Edited by W. Sachs, pp. 53-69. London: Zed Books.
· Hancock, Graham. 1989. Lords of Poverty: The Power, Prestige, and Corruption of the International Aid Business. New York: Atlantic Monthly Press. 3-33, 79-110  (as my Ugly American updated)

· Cicada commentary topic – engage with the readings


Week 5:  Debt, Corruption and Control (October 1)

· Hiatt, Stephen, ed. 2007.  A Game as Old as Empire: The Secret World of Economic Hit Men and the Web of Global Corruption. San Francisco: Berett-Koehler Publishers, Inc.

· Cicada commentary topic – engage with the book.

· Film night:  “Doing Good,” San Francisco Mime Troupe.



Part II:  Donors

Cicada commentaries:  pick 3 weeks in this part of the course.

· Each week on Cicada I will likely post a newspaper or other current event related to the topic.  Please read those prior to class.

Week 6:  Gilded Fortunes (October 8)

· Colby, Gerard, and Charlotte Dennett. 1995. Thy Will Be Done: The Conquest of the Amazon, Nelson Rockefeller and Evangelism in the Age of Oil. New York: Harper Perennial. 1-6, 31-51, 813-30.
· Dowie, Mark. 2001. American Foundations: An Investigative History. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press. ix-xi, xv-xvii, 1-21, 105-40.
· Shiva, Vandana. 1991. The Violence of the Green Revolution: Third World Agriculture, Ecology and Politics. Penang: Third World Network. 1-60
· Holt-Gimenez, Eric, Miguel A. Altieri, and Peter Rosset. 2006. “Ten Reasons Why the Rockefeller and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundations’ Alliance for Another Green Revolution Will Not Solve the Problems of Poverty and Hunger in Sub-Saharan Africa.”  Food First Policy Brief No. 12, October.

WWW:  Peruse the Rockefeller and Carnegie Foundation websites.


Week 7:  USAID (October 15)

· Castle, Eugene W. 1955. Billions, Blunders and Baloney. New York: Devin Adair Company. 29-33, 34-42, 43-49.
· Jacobs, Norman, Nancy Hoepli, Irwin Isenber, and William Lineberry. 1963. Understanding Foreign Aid. NY: Foreign Policy Association. 1-63.
· Ruttan, Vernon W. 1996. United States Development Assistance Policy: The Domestic Politics of Foreign Economic Aid. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press. pp. 10, 49-68, 150-202, 472-76.
· Smillie, Ian. 1998. "United States," in Public Attitudes and International Development Cooperation. Edited by I. Smillie, H. Helmich, T. German, and J. Randel, pp. 153-58. Paris: North-South Centre of the Council of Europe and the Development Centre of the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development.
· Browne, Stephen. 2007. "Aid and Imperialism," in Aid and Influence: Do Donors Help or Hinder. Sterling, VT: Earthscan, pp. 99-120.

WWW:  Peruse www.usaid.gov

· Optional:  In lieu of a Cicada commentary, you can write a letter to your elected representatives (or, if a non-US citizen, to Worcester’s congressional delegation) making recommendations about USAID.

· Film excerpt on the arms trade in:  “If Women Counted”

· In class:  Introduction to ProPetén and discuss final project


Week 8:  World Bank (October 22)

· Danaher, Kevin, ed. 1994. 50 Years is Enough: The Case Against the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund. Boston: South End Press.

· Browne, Stephen. 1999. "Debt Forgiveness: Waiving not Drowning," in Beyond Aid: From Patronage to Partnership, pp. 53-72. Brookfield, VT: Ashgate Publishing.

For those unfamiliar with the MDGs, read:
· UNDP. 2003. Millennium Development Goals. New York: Oxford University Press. pp. 1-15.

WWW:  Peruse www.worldbank.org


Week 9:  New Directions for Trade and Aid (October 29)

· Moyo, Dambisa. 2009. Dead Aid:  Why Aid is Not Working and How There is a Better Way for Africa. New York: Farrar, Straus, and Giroux.


· Midterm exam today, last hour of class!


Week 10:  New Philanthropy (November 5)

· Bishop, Matthew, and Michael Green. 2008. Philanthro-Capitalism:  How the Rich Can Save the World. New York: Bloomsbury Press.

· In class training:  Navigating the Foundation Center, Guidestar, and other online foundation resources.

Recommended
· Richey, Lisa Ann, and Stefano Ponte. 2008. Better (Red)TM than Dead?  Celebrities, Consumption and International Aid. Third World Quarterly 29:711-29.




Week 11: Corporate Donors (November 12)

Environmental movement – indigenous or corporate partners?

· Dowie, Mark. 1995. Losing Ground: American Environmentalism at the Close of the Twentieth Century. Cambridge: MIT Press. pp. 29-61. 
· MacDonald. 2008. Green, Inc.: An Environmental Insider Reveals How a Good Cause Has Gone Bad. Guilford, CT: The Lyons Press. Pp. 19-60, 98-112, 235-42. 
· Chapin, Mac. "A Challenge to Conservationists." World Watch Magazine November/December (2004): 17-31.
· Hvalkof, Soren. 2000. "Outrage in Rubber and Oil:  Extractivism, Indigenous Peoples, and Justice in the Upper Amazon," in People, Plants, and Justice: The Politics of Nature Conservation. Edited by C. Zerner, pp. 83-116. New York: Columbia University Press.
· Brenneman, Richard. 2007. "Reich Warns of UC-BP Deal's Consequences," in Berkeley Daily Planet, March 3, pp. 6 pgs.

Additional Article(s) TBD (suggestions welcome!)

 In class training:  Donor communications, managing the “donor visit,” writing compelling reports, etc.


Week 12:  Citizen donors, social entrepreneurs (November 19)

· Bornstein, David. How to Change the World: Social Entrepreneurs and the Power of New Ideas. New York: Oxford University Press, 2007.  Pages TBA.
· Collins, Chuck, Pam Rogers, and with Joan P. Garner. 2000. Robin Hood Was Right: A Guide to Giving Your Money for Social Change. New York: W.W. Norton and Company. 34-42, 106-16, 136-45, 169-81, 234-37, 253-62.
· Adelman, Carol C. 2003. The Privatization of Foreign Aid:  Reassessing National Largesse. Foreign Affairs 82:9-14.

 In class training:  Tips for direct mail solicitations, special events, “the ask” made to major donors; internet tour of the Tides Foundation, Ashoka, and other foundations that support social entrepreneurs; etc.


11/26 – no class, Thanksgiving 



Part III – Alternatives paradigms

Week 13:  Practice (December 3)

Small group work – on how successful social movements funded themselves:  
· Colonial independence
· Civil Rights movement
· Suffrage 
· Anti apartheid
· Alter-globalization

· Final paper/proposal due Friday, December 5, 4 p.m. 


Week 14: Alternatives (December 10)

· Incite!  Women of Color Against Violence, ed. The Revolution Will Not Be Funded: Beyond the Non-Profit Industrial Complex. Cambridge, MA: South End Press, 2007.

· Cicada topic:  Students will write their own code of ethics about negotiating the grey zones of donor politics and/or a plan for alternative or emergent fundraising strategies.  This might also take the form of a letter to oneself about how to act responsibly in the field of development and manage donor politics to the advantage of the disadvantaged.

Note:  I will pass out a compilation of further recommended readings the last day of class.  If you want to include something in the list, put it in my box and/or send me a digital copy or citation by email.

Manners, rules, and rituals
	
1. Students should attend all classes.  Punctuality, participation, and a passion for learning will put you on the right path to the grade you want.  If for some reason, you need to leave early, let me know before the lecture starts and sit by the door so you can exit quietly.  If you miss class, please write a more detailed commentary for that week (2-3 pages instead of the normal 1-2 paragraphs)
	
2. All readings should be done before class.  Even if we don’t discuss a particular reading in lecture, you are still responsible for having read it and may be tested on the material.  As a rule of thumb, you should be spending 8-10 hours a week on average preparing for each class.
	
3. Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated and will be immediately referred to the college board.  For more information see Clark’s policy at: 
http://www.clarku.edu/offices/aac/integrity.cfm
	
4. No cell phones or web surfing, please.  
	
5. Any revisions to this syllabus announced in class will take precedence over this document.
	
6. Make a friend.  If you miss class, ask a fellow classmate for notes or handouts.  You are welcome to have someone audiotape the lecture.

7. Feel free to double-side or re-use one side to save paper on any of your written assignments to save paper.  I do not accept assignments by email.  Quite seriously, I will delete the email if you haven’t given me a paper copy.

8. Faculty email:  The professor treats her email like regular postal mail.  That means she only checks her email thoroughly once a day (usually in the late afternoons) and prioritizes them by urgency and importance.  Do not expect immediate responses, nor any response over the weekends.  Faster is not always better.

9. Student email:  Every student is responsible for checking his/her Clark email account for Blackboard and other communications from the professor.  And, if there is a problem with Cicada, you can’t find a reading, you get sick, or have another emergency, etc., by all means, send me an email message or leave a voicemail at my office (793-7629).  Otherwise, I want to talk you face to face.
	
10. I would much rather see you in person than to discuss things by email.  There are three good ways to get in touch with me:
	
1.  Scheduled office hours:  Thursdays 1:00-2:30.   Posted on my door is a sign up sheet in quarter-hour increments. You must come yourself and sign up on the door.  I can’t schedule office hours by email, since I answer email at home and the office hours are posted many miles away on my door.  
	
2.  Open office hours:  Mondays 2:00-5:00. If you have any short inquiries, want to have a quick conversation just stop by – first come, first serve.  
	
3.  I am also always available right after class for questions. Please only use email for emergencies or quick clarifications and come to my office hours for any substantive questions.	
Of course, if you have a digital source you want to share with me, send it along—and, even better, put a hard copy in my box.  I love seeing what you discover that is related to the class!  

Early exams.  The university calendar makes clear the dates for final exams.  Make your travel plans accordingly.  I cannot reschedule your final exam for another date.
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