IDCE 30256 / ID 206: Peasants, Rural Development and Agrarian Change

Professor Liza Grandia

Fall 2007, Wednesdays 9:00-11:50 in Conference Room “D”
My office: 
 3rd Floor, IDCE (10 Hawthorne Street), Room 301

Box:  
Faculty mailboxes are located in Dilma Souto Lucena’s office on the 2nd floor, open 9-5 Monday to Friday

Email:  
LGrandia@clarku.edu
***Please, if you email me about this class, please put “Peasants” in the subject line, so that it doesn’t get misclassified by my spam filter.

Telephone:  
508-793-7629

Office Hours:  Tuesdays 1:30-3:30, Wednesdays 12:00-1:00, unless otherwise announced

Enrollment:  20 students, or with permission of the instructor.  For full credit only, sorry no auditors allowed.

Pre-Requisites: The class will be run as a graduate seminar.  If you are an undergraduate taking the class, you must have taken Intro to Development Theory ID 125 and/or Introduction to Anthropology ID 120.  More importantly, you must be prepared to read and write at an advanced level.

Course Description:

Throughout history, outsiders have long tried to “fix” the peasantry—stereotyping them from poor and plodding to cunning and rebellious.  Who are these ambiguous rural folk?  And what is wrong with them?  As an “in-between” category (neither workers nor owners) peasants have long made political economists uncomfortable.  Marx himself infamously described peasants as “potatoes in a sack.”  Will peasants resist domination and inspire revolution?  Will they develop into yeoman farmers and strengthen democracy?  Will they become petty capitalists and contribute to growth?  Will they intensify their agriculture and contribute to environmental sustainability?  Or will they simply disappear under the grinding wheels of industrial and corporate capital?  

Smuggled behind such questions are broader debates nature of capitalism, colonialism, the nation-state, and even modernity itself.  Throughout the course, we will see how discussions about the peasantry often reveal more about the speaker/author's position on these broader issues than anything about peasants themselves. 

The course begins with foundational texts in anthropology, and political economy (Marx, Weber, Polanyi) attempting to define “peasants” as a category and the unique logic of their “moral economy.”  Topics covered in the rest of the course include:  gender and farm labor; the Green Revolution and the environment; rebellion and revolt; indigeneity; the commons and commodification; agricultural policy and transnational trade; land reform; NGO mobilization; “local food” and back-to-the-land movements.
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As an interdisciplinary seminar students will have the opportunity to read ethnographies, histories, and socio-economic analyses with a broad geographic scope (covering developing countries in the Americas, Asia, and Africa; pre-modern Europe; and even the contemporary U.S.)  Each seminar will end with a discussion about how these theoretical debates might affect international development policy and practice.

Serfs Up!

Course Objectives

By the end of the semester, students taking the course should be able to:

· Articulate the classic debates of political economy through historical discussions of the “peasantry.” Connect these theoretical debates to improved development practices in rural development.

· Understand the comparative advantages and disadvantages of different disciplinary approaches to agrarian studies and review in a book review genre an academic work of choice.

· Identify emergent problems for rural agricultural producers (“peasants”) around the world—and how these may be resolved both theoretically and practically.

Course Expectations:

This is primarily a reading and discussion seminar.  It is absolutely necessary that you do all the reading.  In general, at the start of the seminar I will present a short lecture to frame or contextualize the materials, but the bulk of the seminar time will be devoted to group discussion.  Don’t be alarmed about the reading.  Part of the aim of the course is to help students learn how to read broadly—when to focus, when to skim.

Students are encouraged to bring in materials from the popular media (newspaper articles, magazine pieces, grey literature from the development industry) on peasants and rural development.

The class, too, incorporates discussions about practices and approaches to rural development projects.

As many of us may be new to the libraries on campus, we will set aside time to discuss tips on how to find materials online, in electronic databases, and the old-fashioned way through the stacks.  Both your group assignments will require you to do some library research.

Assignments and Grading Criteria:

1. Weekly commentaries (20%):  Starting in week two, students will post to Blackboard a brief commentary on that week’s readings by 6 pm Tuesday evening before the seminar.  By 9 am the next morning, everyone should have read the others’ commentaries.  These commentaries should briefly summarize the points of the reading and then move into the student’s response to them (critiques, questions raised, connections to other readings, reinforcements).  If they are concise and substantive, they need not be longer than two solid paragraphs.  Students may opt out of this assignment during two weeks of their choice.   

2. Group project A (included in participation grade) (part of participation):  In week 5, students will do short group presentations on one of the classical thinkers about peasantry.  I will provide you some readings to get started.  Beyond that your group will need to do additional library research together.

3. Group Project B (included in participation grade) (part of participation grade):  For week 12, you will again break into small groups to do research on four commodities being promoted in the fair trade movement.  In addition to a reading suggested by me, each group should find and read at least one other scholarly article (or book chapter) on the commodity.  Then you will do additional newspaper/magazine/internet research about trade issues surrounding those commodities and evaluate the success or failure of attempts to develop “fair trade” practices.
4. Book review (20%):  Due anytime before Thanksgiving break.  You may get inspired from one of the chapters in the syllabus and want to finish the whole book. At your convenience, find it in the library or a bookstore, read it, and write a 4-5 page book review, making sure to engage with issues raised in the class.  A book review should first summarize the argument, then provide some critical commentary (positive and negative), and perhaps end with some suggestions for future research or practical applications of the theory.  

5. Final paper (30%):  Due during final exams, December 13, however feel free to turn it in earlier.  As the semester winds down, the readings get lighter so you have time to do your research for a 15-20 double-spaced page paper (the undergraduates may write 10-15 pages).  This is an exercise in getting a “feel” for use a broad array of materials and getting a sense of the “field.”  You will pick:

a. A trade and agriculture issue (e.g. a fair trade project, a round of trade negotiations in the WTO, NAFTA, CAFTA, FTAA, ASEAN, etc.)

b. A peasant or agricultural movement (e.g. MST, Via Campesina, the Slow Food Movement, etc.)
c. A land reform project (e.g. one of the World Bank projects in the Rosset volume, a historical effort, a land reform process happening now such as the one in Bolivia, etc.)

The paper should display that you have done serious bibliographic research about the issues at stake and relate the debates back to issues in the course.  Close textual analysis is discouraged.   You must also relate your discussion to at least two of the foundational readings at the beginning of the course (Weeks 1-5).

Grade breakdown:


Participation:
30%


Weekly commentaries
20%


Book review
20%


Final paper
30%


Rules, manners, courtesies

1. Follow the three Ps, and you’ll make great contributions to the seminar:  Preparedness, Participation, and Professionalism.  

2. Please arrive on time; I’ll pass around a sheet each week to sign in. Because participation is central to your success in the class, only one absence will be excused.  If you should miss more than one class, you will be required to write a one-page commentary and analysis on each reading assigned that week.  This will be due within two weeks of the absence.

3. Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated and will be immediately referred to the college board.  For more information see Clark’s policy at:  http://www.clarku.edu/offices/aac/integrity.cfm
4. Please be patient with me as I become initiated into the secret rites and rituals of Blackboard.  Alert me if anything is wrong or malfunctioning.
5. No cell phones or wireless web connections in class.
6. Feel free to double-side or re-use one side to save paper on any of your written assignments to save paper.  I do not accept assignments by email.  

Office Hours:

Every week I will have two kinds of office hours:

· A sign up sheet with designated times (for those of you who plan ahead and/or want to reserve a longer time slot with me)

· Drop by times for shorter inquiries and conversations – first come, first serve.

I am always available after class for questions.

Please take advantage of these office hours for face-to-face interaction.  I would prefer to speak with you in person than by email.  Please only use email for emergencies or quick clarifications.  

Required Texts

*Bunch, Roland. Two Ears of Corn: A Guide to People-Centered Agricultural Improvement Oklahoma City, Okla.: World Neighbors, 1985.

*Scott, James C. The Moral Economy of the Peasant: Rebellion and Subsistence in Southeast Asia. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1976.
*Chayanov, A. The Theory of Peasant Economy. Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 1986 (1925).

*Wolf, Eric R. Peasants. Foundations of Modern Anthropology Series. Ed. Marshall D. Sahlins. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1966.

* Rossett, Peter, Raj Patel, and Michael Courville, eds. Promised Land: Competing Visions of Agrarian Reform. Oakland: Food First Books, 2006.
• All other articles will be in a course packet, available at Curry Printing, except for those marked as:

· which I will post to Blackboard, or some other communal solution agreed upon at the first session.


The course materials will also be put on reserve at Goddard Library, including a copy of the course packet.  Due to copyright restrictions, I’m unable to post all the articles to Blackboard…a tragedy of enclosure, unfortunately.  

COURSE SCHEDULE
Week 1 – Introduction:  Fixing the Farmer? Or Fixing Development? (August 29)

* Bunch, Roland. Two Ears of Corn: A Guide to People-Centered Agricultural Improvement.  Oklahoma City, Okla.: World Neighbors, 1985.

Students will share stories, observations, and concerns about the treatment of rural peoples in development projects they have witnessed.

PART I - FOUNDATIONS

Week 2 - The Peasant Economy (September 5) [173 pages]

• Raymond Williams (1985). “Peasant,” in Keywords: A Vocabulary of Culture and Society. New York: Oxford University Press, 231-32.

* Chayanov, A. The Theory of Peasant Economy. Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 1986 (1925). Xi-xxiii, 1-24, 35-117.

* Scott, James C. The Moral Economy of the Peasant: Rebellion and Subsistence in Southeast Asia. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1976. Chapters 1-2, pp. 1-55.

Week 3 - Peasant Debates in Anthropology (September 12) [book + 60 pages]
* Wolf, Eric R. Peasants. Foundations of Modern Anthropology Series. Ed. Marshall D. Sahlins. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1966.

• Redfield, Robert. Tepoztlan, a Mexican Village:  A Study of Folk Life. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1930.  Introduction, pp. 1-14.

• Foster, George M. "What Is a Peasant?"  Peasant Society: A Reader. Eds. Jack M. Potter, May N. Diaz and George McClelland Foster. Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1967. 2-14. 

• Kearney, Michael. Reconceptualizing the Peasantry: Anthropology in Global Perspective. Boulder: Westview Press, 1996.  Introduction, pp. 1-14.

• Edelman, Marc. Peasants against Globalization: Rural Social Movements in Costa Rica. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1999. Conclusion.

Recommended:

• Wolf, Eric R. "Closed Corporate Peasant Communities in Mesoamerica and Central Java."  Peasant Society: A Reader. Eds. Jack M. Potter, May N. Diaz and George McClelland Foster. Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1967. 231-246.

• Foster, George. "Peasant Character and Personality."  Peasant Society: A Reader. Eds. Jack M. Potter, May N. Diaz and George McClelland Foster. Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1967. 296-321.

Weeks 4 to 5 - Political Economy (September 19 & 26)

Week 4:  Overviews on the debates

• Wood, Ellen Meiksins. The Origins of Capitalism. London: Monthly Review Press, 1999, pp. 67-104.

· Edelman, Marc, and Angelique Haugerud. The Anthropology of Development and Globalization:  From Classical Political Economy to Contemporary Neoliberalism. Malden, MA: Blackwell, 2005. Pp. 1-74 (skim the Introduction to help frame the classical texts below)

Note:  In the last hour of the class on the 19th, we’ll go to the library to discuss how to find sources for your group presentations.

Week 5:  Interpretations of the “agrarian transition” in Europe

This is the probably the hardest theoretical section, so to help you get through the material, we will do some communal labor to prepare group presentations on various key thinkers.  

• Group 1:  Marx, Karl. "Peasantry as a Class."  The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte, Selected Works. Progress Publishers. 


- Part Eight, “The Secret of Primitive Accumulation and The Expropriation of the Agricultural Population from the Land.”

• Group 2:  Kautsky, Karl. The Agrarian Question. Zwann Press, 1988. Selection from Part I. 

- contrast with Lenin and Luxemburg.

• Group 3:  Weber, Max. "Capitalism and Rural Society in Germany."  From Max Weber. Oxford University Press, 1946. 

- contrast with Adam Smith.  “Book Three, Chapter IV, The Wealth of Nations.  “How the Commerce of the Towns Contributed to the Improvement of the Country,” pp. 507-520.

• Group 4:  Polanyi, Karl. The Great Transformation. Beacon Press, 1957. 33-76, 178-191

- contrast to cultural approach in Antonio Gramsci. "The Southern Question."  The Modern Prince. New York, 1957. 28-54. 
PART TWO – ISSUES

Week 6 - Household and Patriarchy (October 3)  [123 pp.]
• Agarwal, B. 1994. A Field of One's One: Gender and Land Rights in South Asia. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  Pp. 1-49.

• Deere, Carmen Diana. "Rural Women's Subsistence Production in the Capitalist Periphery." The Review of Radical Economics 8.1 (1976): 9-16. 

• Weismantal, Mary J. 1998.  "Chapter 6: Practice: Kitchen Life."  Food Gender and Poverty in the Ecuadorian Andes. Prospect Heights, IL: Waveland Press, pp. 169-95. 

• Benjamin, Medea, ed. 1987. Don’t Be Afraid, Gringo: A Honduran Woman Speaks from the Heart (The Story of Elvia Alvarado). New York: Harper and Row,  85-106.

· Carney, Judith, and Michael Watts. "Disciplining Women? Rice, Mechanization and the Evolution of Mandinka Gender Relations in Senegambia." Signs 16.4 (1991): 651-81.

Week 7 – Agriculture and the Environment (October 10)  [170 pp.]

• Blaikie, Piers, and Harold Bookfield. Land Degradation and Society. London: Methuen, 1987. Xvi-xxii & 1-26.

• Richards, Paul. "Cultivation: Knowledge of Performance?"  An Anthropological Critique of Development: The Growth of Ignorance. Ed. Mark Hobart. London: Routledge, 1993. 61-78. 

• Guha, Ramachandra, and Juan Martinez-Alier. Varieties of Environmentalism: Essays North and South. London: Earthscan Publications, 1997.  Read Chapter on Gandhi (153-166) and Environmentalism of the Poor, 3-21.

• González, Roberto J. Zapotec Science:  Farming and Food in the Northern Sierra of Oaxaca. Austin: University of Texas Press, 2001. Chapter 4 (pp. 102-131, Maize Has a Soul).

• Simon, Joel. "Crisis En El Campo."  Endangered Mexico: An Environment on the Edge. San Francisco: Sierra Club Books, 1997. Chapter 2, pp. 35-59.
Recommended:

• Watts, Michael. Silent Violence: Food, Famine and Peasantry in Northern Nigeria. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1983.  Preface, Introduction and Chapter 3.

• Fairhead, James, and Melissa Leach. "False Forest History: Complicit Social Analysis: Rethinking Some Western African Environmental Narratives." World Development 23.6 (1995): 1023-35.

Week 8 – Peasants, Property and Agrarian Reform (October 17)  [about 150 pages]
• Hardin, Garrett. "The Tragedy of the Commons." Science 162.3859 (1968): 1243-48.

· Deininger, Klaus. "Executive Summary."  Land Policies for Growth and Poverty Reduction. Washington, D.C.: World Bank, 2003. Pp.  Xvii-xliv

* Rossett, Peter, Raj Patel, and Michael Courville, eds. Promised Land: Competing Visions of Agrarian Reform. Oakland: Food First Books, 2006.  Read the introduction, all the separate section introductions, and choose one country case study.
• Grandia, Liza. (under review in 2007). “Speculating.” Chapter from book manuscript, Unsettling:  Recurring Dispossessions of the Q’eqchi’ Maya and New Frontiers of Enclosure.
• [OPTIONAL] Rose, Carol M. “Introduction” and "Seeing Property."  Property and Persuasion. 1994. 1-8 & 267-303. 

Recommended:

• Hernando De Soto, The Mystery of Capital: Why Capitalism Triumphs in the West and Fails Everywhere Else (London: Bantam Press, 2000), 1-13, chaps. 3-4, pp. 32-92; chaps. 6-7, pp. 137-209, 207-228.

Week 9 – Peasants, Markets, Transnationalism, World Systems (October 24) [100 pp]
• Roseberry, William. "Beyond the Agrarian Question in Latin America."  Confronting Historical Paradigms;  Peasants, Labor and the Capitalist World System in Latin America. Ed. Isaacman Cooper, Roseberry and Mallon: University of Wisconsin Press, 1993, pp. 318-60.

• Taussig, Michael. "The Genesis of Capitalism." Comparative Studies in Society and History 18 (1977): 130-55.

· Mayer, Enrique. “Alguito para Ganar.”  The Articulated Peasant: Household Economies in the Andes. Boulder: Westview Press, 2002.  Pp. 205-238

Recommended:

• Roseberry, William. "Latin American Peasant Studies in a 'Postcolonial' Era." Journal of Latin American Anthropology 1.1 (1995): 150-77.

• Gunder Frank, Andre.  “The Development of Underdevelopment.”  (1969)

• Cardoso, Fernando Henrique.  “Dependency and Development in Latin America” (1972)

Week 10 — Contemporary Peasant Movements, Corporations and Trade – Does the WTO Kill Farmers?  Is Fair Trade the Answer? (October 31) [17 pages + group presentation]

· Edelman, Marc. "Bringing the Moral Economy Back In....To the Study of 21st-Century Transnational Peasant Movements." American Anthropologist 107.3 (2005): 331-45.

• Carlson, Laura. “A Knife to the Heart: WTO Kills Farmers”  Counterpunch September 12, 2003.
Group presentations on trade commodity chains:  

1. Coffee

2. Tea

3. Bananas

4. Chocolate
Week 11 - Peasants and the State (November 7) [119 pages]
• Scott, James C. Seeing Like a State:  How Certain Schemes to Improve the Human Condition Have Failed. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1998.  pg. 11-52. 

• Hale, Charles.  “Introduction” and “Chapter 1.”  Resistance and Contradiction.  Duke University Press, 1999.  1-37

OPTIONAL -  Kitching, Gavin. "Neo-Populism in Modern Development Theory."  Development and Underdevelopment in Historical Perspective: Populism, Nationalism, and Industrialization. New York: Methuen, 1982. 62-102. 

Recommended:

• Sexton, James, ed. and trans.  Campesino: The Diary of a Guatemalan Indian.  Tucson: University of Arizona Press.  

Week 12– Rebellion, revolts, bandits – Was Robin Hood Right? (November 14) [117 pages]

· Hobsbawm, E. J. “Bandits” chapter.  Primitive Rebels. Manchester: University of Manchester Press, 1978.  13-29.

· Magagna, Victor. Communities of Grain: Rural Rebellion in Comparative Perspective. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1991.  1-47.

• Federici, Slyvia.  “Introduction” and “All the World Needs a Jolt.”  Caliban and the Witch: Women, The Body, and Primitive Accumulation.  Autonomedia, 2004, pp. 21-59.

• Wolf, Eric R. Peasant Wars of the Twentieth Century. New York: Harper & Row, 1969. (ix-xv & 276-302.)

Recommended:

• Barfield, Thomas. "Weapons of the Not So Weak in Afghanistan: Pashtun Agrarian Structure and Tribal Organization for Times of War or Peace." New Haven: Program in Agrarian Studies, Spring Colloquia, 2006, 30 pp.

• Womack, John. Zapata and the Mexican Revolution. New York: Knopf, 1968.

• Friedrich, Paul. Agrarian Revolt in a Mexican Village. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1970.

• Barry, Tom. Roots of Rebellion: Land and Hunger in Central America. Boston: South End Press, 1987.

Week 13 — NO CLASS, November 21 – Happy Thanksgiving break!

Week 14—Peasants at Home-Agribusiness, Back to the Land Movements, November 28 [88 pages]
• Kulikoff, Allan. "The Transition to Capitalism in Rural America." The William and Mary Quarterly 46. January (1989): 120-44.

• Pollan, Michael.  “You Are What You Eat.”  New York Times.  April 22, 2007. Section 6; Column 3; Magazine; pg. 15.
• Schmeiser, P. (2001), "Genetic contamination and farmers’ rights." Biotechnology and Development Monitor, No. 44/45, p. 32.

• Ray, Janisse. "The Bleeding Fields: Rural Exodus, Cultural Depauperization and Right-Wing Uprsie in the American South." New Haven: Program in Agrarian Studies, Spring Colloquia, 2007.

· Watts, Michael, and William Boyd. "Agro-Industrial Just in-Time."  Globalizing Food. Eds. D. Goodman and Michael Watts. New York: Routledge, 1997, pp. 192-225.

Recommended:

• Guthman, Julie. Agrarian Dreams: The Paradox of Organic Farming in California.  Berkeley: University of California Press, 2004. Chapters 1-2, pp. 1-42

• Pollan, Michael. The Omnivore's Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals. New York: Penguin Press, 2006. (Part I, Corn) 

• Pyle, George. Raising Less Corn, More Hell: The Case for the Independent Farm and against Industrial Food. Public Affairs, 2005 (Excerpt)

Week 15—Open Topics, December 5

Papers due soon!  And, over a peasant feast (bring your favorite subsistence foods), we will wrap up the seminar and discuss topic(s) of your choice.  You’ll get an opportunity to present your paper topics to the rest of the class.[image: image1.png]
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