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A LETTER FROM THE CHAIR


The beginning of an academic year is always an exciting time for the members of the Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures. This year, we welcome two new colleagues who bring new energy, new ideas, and new courses to the Department. 


This semester, once again we welcome a visitor from Tandem, ANA ALONSO. Our students have long depended on the Tandem Program in Madrid for perfecting their Spanish; Ana, moving in the other direction, is one of a long list of visiting faculty who have brought their Spanish to Clark.


With the arrival of ODILE FERLY, Assistant Professor of French and Francophone  Studies, the French program continues to expand its offerings for our majors, minors and advanced students.  Odile’s particular strengths in trans-Caribbean studies (including Hispanic and Anglophone areas) will strengthen the Department’s offerings in American Studies writ large––that is, including areas beyond the borders of the U.S.  Within the Department, we now have a Spanish-French “trans-program” group in Caribbean, Latino, and Atlanticist studies. 


In addition to welcoming new colleagues, we welcome new first-year and transfer students to the Department. Clark’s “International Profile” attracts many students interested in pursuing studies that will help them better understand and participate in the U.S.’s complex roles in the global community. Our students know that serious study in international fields requires the knowledge of one or  more foreign languages. Therefore, they understand the paramount importance of pursuing  language study   beyond   the  intermediate  level  in  order  to

achieve proficiency in a second language. With this in mind, the Department continues to strengthen its contacts with and participation  in  the  International Studies Stream, International Development, and the major in International Relations with particular emphasis on advanced studies in foreign languages.  


An increasing number of undergraduates choose to double major in one or more languages and one of the above fields. Our many study-abroad programs, where students can earn three or four units of credit towards a foreign language major, makes such an option more than feasible provided that first and second year students start their planning and study of a foreign language early in the day. Thanks to the option of spending a semester or even a year abroad, Clark students have the very real possibility of graduating with proficiency in a second language.  We believe this should be the goal of any student serious about study in an international field.  Students are welcome to come in and speak to me or any other member of the Department to discuss the place of foreign language study within their curriculum.  











Michael Spingler

ODILE FERLY: A PROFILE


Our newest colleague in French is Odile Ferly, who was born in Guadeloupe and educated in both France and Britain.  Her experience with her students and her faculty  colleagues has so far been very good; she finds the students “lively” and motivated about her field, which covers all of the Francophone world from Viet​nam to Tunisia to the Caribbean.  


Odile’s interests, while they center on Francophone cultures, also include Caribbean literature and the culture of its Francophone, Anglophone and Hispanic areas. She earned her Ph.D. at the University of Bristol in 2002 in both French and Spanish (her dissertation topic: “Women Writers from the Francophone and Hispanic Caribbean at the Close of the Twentieth Century: En-gendering Carib​bean​ness”). 

Odile will certainly contribute to Clark in a very positive way, not only because of who she is but of what she believes. One title that recurs in her CV is “Diversity is coherence.” Nothing could be closer to the Clark ideal. 

FACULTY NOTES

CONSTANCE MONTROSS attended the New England Association of Language Laboratory Directors in Boston in April of this year. 

In March, the Israeli author SAVYON LIEBRECHT came to talk at Clark about her writing and about the Holocaust from the perspective of a second-generation Holocaust survivor. Instructor of Hebrew TZILLA BARONE’s students were able to ask Ms. Liebrecht about her methods of writing. 

Professor CAROL D’LUGO and her former student, Clark graduate Anthony Butler (Spanish, ‘00;  MA in Spanish, Middlebury, ’03), participated in the Congreso Transatlántico at Brown University this spring. Guest speakers included José Emilio Pacheco, Eduardo Mendoza, and Diamela Eltit. This was Anthony’s first professional presentation: “El poder metafísico de la historicididad y el lector activo en Morirás lejos de José Emilio Pacheco.”  Prof. D’Lugo’s presentation was titled “The Ontology of Man: Towards a Transatlantic Reading of Good and Evil in Morirás lejos.”


Two essays by MARVIN D’LUGO, Professor of Spanish, have been published as chapters in two recent books on Hispanic cultural  studies: “Cine​matic Hybridity in Buñuel’s Los olvidados,” in A Celebration of Brooklyn Hispanism: Hispanic Literature from Don Quijote to the Present” (Juan de la Cuesta, 2004): 231-249; and  “Subversive Travel: The Transnational Buñuel in Mexico,” which is a chapter in Buñuel: Siglo XXI, edited  by Isabel Santaolalla (Zaragoza: Prensa Universitaria de Zaragoza, 2004), 89-100. 


This November, Assistant Professor of French BETH GALE will present a paper entitled “Rachilde and the Brothers Goncourt: Writing the History of Female Adolescence” at the PAMLA conference at Reed College.  She will also be giving a presentation entitled “Shameful Dowries: Adolescent Heroines on the Move” in March-April at the NEMLA conference in Cambridge, MA. 

Professor of French DOROTHY KAUFMANN’s book, Édith Thomas: A Passion for Resistance, was published this month by Cornell University Press.  Copies are available at  the Clark bookstore.

ALUMNI/AE NOTES


PAUL LOSCH (Spanish, ‘93) is now in a  tenure-track position at the University of Florida library (Gainesville), having received his MA in Latin American Studies two years ago and his MLS last year, both at the University of Florida. Paul learned his Spanish at Clark and Portuguese on the loading dock at Jordan’s in Framingham; his interest in the area led him to spend two years in Salvador (Brazil), teaching at a private high school. 

JENNIFER JOHNSON (German, ’04) has begun her legal studies at the New England School of Law in Boston. 

ZAZA SAKHET (German, ’00) received her MSW from Boston University in May.

THE FOREIGN LANGUAGES NEWSLETTER is published by the Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures, Estabrook Hall 301, Clark University, Worcester, MA 01610. Please send news items and announce​ments of coming events to Newsletter Editor, care of the Department, or call us at (508) 793-7342, 793-7234.

If you are not yet on our mailing list, please fill out this coupon and return it to us so that we can keep you fully informed of Foreign Languages Department activities.

Name__________________________________________________Major______________________Box No.____________

Street _______________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, ZIP________________________________________________________________________________________


