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NEW COURSES


The first part of this issue of the Newsletter is devoted to a sampling of new courses offered by the Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures. Please take a  moment to look them over and decide which would be right for your schedule. 

Spanish 246 / CMLT 246 / Screen 246: 

“Studies in Spanish Cinema: 

The Films of Pedro Almodóvar”

Mr. D’Lugo / Offered periodically

This course will follow the career of Pedro Almodóvar vis-à-vis Spanish cinema and political culture. Besides close examination of the fifteen films that comprise Almodóvar’s filmography, we will explore the nature of Francoist culture out of which his cinematic sensibility begins to take form, as well as the culture of the “Transition to Democracy” and the evolution of Almodóvar’s national and transnational style over the last decade. Outside of Spain, Almodóvar is known exclusively as a filmmaker, yet his identity within Spain is that of an “author” and a frequent commentator on culture and politics. We will also read selected fiction and essays by Almodóvar. Conducted in English, with major credit available in Spanish. By permission. 

CMLT 208 / “Her Story: History and Fiction 

in Caribbean Women Writers”

Ms. Ferly / Offered every other year


Conceived as an introduction to Caribbean societies and literatures, this course adopts a comparative approach by tracing the history of the region through contemporary women’s writing from the Anglophone, the Francophone and the Hispanic areas.

The course begins with an examination of the interplay between history and literature in Caribbean writing, and of the representation of gender within this literary canon. It then turns to the portrayal of women in Caribbean society from slavery and colonial times to the present day, and to the depiction of women’s participation in the construction of their past in selected fiction by Maryse Condé (Guadeloupe), Julia Alvarez (Dominican Republic), Jean Rhys (Dominica), Jamaica Kincaid (Antigua), Edwidge Danticat (Haiti), and Mayra Santos (Puerto Rico). 

The course will also compare and contrast the various paths followed by postcolonial Caribbean nations since independence. Among the themes discussed will be the interplay between history and literature, post-colonialism, gender and nationhood, representa​tion of women in history, and women in Carib​​​bean societies. 

German 205 / Music 205 / Comm 206

“The Total Work of Art and Cultural 

Criticism from Wagner to the Present”

Mr. Tanaka (German), Mr. Korstvedt (V&PA)

Offered periodically


This course explores the origins and genealogy of the Wagnerian ideal of a total work of art, or Gesamt​kunstwerk. In certain key ways, Wagner may be seen as the first “cinematic” thinker. By exploring the musi​cal, philosophical, and literary precedents of Wag​ner’s work and the aesthetic and psychological effect of his music dramas, we hope to explain his influence up to the present day. 


Topics covered include the Germanic saga and the rise of Romantic Nationalism; classical and romantic precedents to the “total work of art”; Schopenhauer and cultural pessimism; Wagner’s theory and practice of the Gesamtkunstwerk; Wagnerism in the Wei​mar Republic; Walter Benjamin’s notion of the aesthetici​zation of politics; German émigrés and the transmission of Wagner to Hollywood; Horkheimer and Adorno’s diagnosis of the “culture industry”; and the synthesis of Wagnerian anti-modernism and digital art in Tolkien’s  Lord of the Rings. 

French 124: Popular Culture in France

Ms. Ferly / Conducted in French

Offered every other year

The primary focus of this course is popular culture from the 1950’s until today, through the exploration of French slang, humor, sports, food, film and musical tradition, as well as the discussion of topics such as the French and love, the French and foreigners, family and society in France, the notions of elite and popular cultures, or other aspects of French culture and society not often studied in the classroom. This is an interdisciplinary course, and the material is drawn from various media: journalistic and literary texts, film, comics, songs, cartoons, advertisements, photos, etc. One aim of the course is to familiarize you with French culture not as you have learned it from books, but as it is experienced nowadays in France. This would certainly facilitate your adaptation if you decide to spend a semester in Dijon. Requirements: French 106 or above or the equivalent. 

FACULTY NOTES

An article by Professor of Classics PAUL BURKE, “Early Christianity in Ethiopia and Ethiopian Christianity in the Holy Land,” will be published in a volume of scholarly essays on ancient religion to be published in Luxembourg, in memory of Professor Charles-Marie Ternes. Professor Ternes was a good friend and valued colleague of many Clark faculty; he died of a sudden illness last spring.


This summer (1-10 July), Prof. Burke will lead a Vergilian Society study tour of western Turkey, “The Gleaming Cities of Asia.” For more information, please contact pburke@clarku.edu. 

“El extraño viaje alrededor del cine de Almodóvar,” an essay by Professor of Spanish MARVIN D’LUGO, appears in the most recent issue of the Journal of Spanish Cultural Studies (October, 2004) Vol 5, No. 3.  On October 12th, Professor D’Lugo participated in the mini-sym​posium on the cinema of Pedro Almodóvar held at Harvard University’s Colegio Real Complutense. He spoke on “The Politics of Textual Poaching in Almodóvar’s La mala educación.”

Instructor of French CATHERINE QUICK SPINGLER is also one of the most important costume designers for Clark’s stage productions. She is currently featured in a two-woman show (with Chris Weinrobe) in the Schiltkamp Gallery in the Traina Center for the Arts.. 

Cathie was asked to prepare an “Artist’s Statement” for the show. She has been kind enough to share the text with us, part of which is reproduced here:

“Oscar Wilde said: ‘One must be a work of art or wear one.’ The idea behind this statement is fundamental to costume design and indeed to fashion itself. Clothes on the stage can transform an actor and his or her character into a work of art.


“Costumes are not simply historical curiosities, articles of clothing from a distant past; they are experiments in imagination and the interpretation of text.... As such, they can reflect the private vanities and vulnerabilities of a theatrical personage as well as the more obvious statements about social class and self-image. 


“The work in this show reflects my interest in the creative power of clothes, the possibility that they have stories to tell.”
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