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Course Description

This course surveys the modern world’s major regions and their physical and human characteristics from a geographic perspective. Geographic concepts and principles are used to study the physical, economic, social, and political conditions, problems, and prospects in the culturally diverse world.  The spatial expression of culture, as well as specialized behavior patterns, adaptations and ways of life in distinct environments are analyzed.  The interdependencies among regions, the reasons for their existence and their implications for economic development are reviewed.  By studying human relations and human experience around the world, students will learn about space, place, scale, and context as key processes that define the discipline of geography. 
Objectives
Students successfully completing World Regional Geography will be able to identify and describe the world’s major geographic realms and their associated regions.  Students will be able to identify and appropriately use key geographical concepts for analysis, explanation, and exploration of both foreign and familiar places.  Students will be able to explain the economic interdependencies among realms and regions, as well as the cultural interconnections.  Students will be able to define the major sub-disciplines within geography, and give examples of realms and regions of the world where associated sub-disciplinary perspectives and research have offered insight into the human condition and spatial patterns of phenomena that affect the social world.
Course Philosophy

This course is designed to be an introduction to World Regional Geography and to the discipline of geography.  As an introductory, 1st year course, the basic educational goals of knowledge and comprehension of geographical ideas, information, and concepts must be achieved.  To facilitate the achievement of these goals, learning and instruction is delivered in five ways: (1) student engagement with the course texts through reading; (2) constant assessment—both summative (graded) and formative (un-graded); (3) writing; (4) discussion; and (5) lecture.  The course relies on summative writing endeavors (i.e. a take-home final exam) to develop and strengthen student skills for higher level learning (e.g. application, analysis, and synthesis).  Through student-generated essay examination, the course is also designed to introduce students to inquiry-based learning and to self-directing their own learning.  
Course Text
There is one assigned textbook for this course; it is available for purchase at the campus bookstore.  The main readings for the course will come from this book.  Several short readings on key concepts in geography will be posted on blackboard.
de Blij, H.J. and P.O. Muller. 2006. Geography: Realms, Regions, and Concepts. New York: John Wiley & Sons, 12th edition.

Course Overview

Class #1 (4 June): Introduction *quiz

Class #2 (6 June): Europe *quiz

Class #3 (11 June): Russia *quiz

Class #4 (13 June): North America *quiz
Class #5 (18 June): Middle America *quiz

Class #6 (20 June): South America *quiz

Class #7 (25 June): Subsaharan Africa *quiz
Class #8 (27 June): North Africa / Southwest Asia *quiz


*Student generated essay question due
Class #9 (2 July): South Asia *quiz

Class #10 (9 July): East Asia *quiz
Class #11 (11 July): Southeast Asia *quiz
Class #12 (16 July): The Austral and Pacific Realms 


*Final exam due

Assignments & Evaluation
Quizzes on the reading – Each class will begin with a short-answer, 5-question quiz on the assigned reading for that day.  There will be 11 quizzes total, one of which is issued on the first day of class and is optional.  (For those students who choose to take the optional quiz on the first day, it will replace the lowest subsequent quiz grade).  There are no quizzes for the final two chapters of the book, as it is assumed that students will be working on their final examinations at that time.  The content that is tested on the quiz will be drawn from, but will not be identical to, the study questions that will appear on blackboard for each chapter’s material.  The quizzes will count towards 40% of your grade.   
NOTE:  There are no make-ups for the quizzes.  If you miss a quiz, you must provide a documented reason for your absence.  Your final grade for the quizzes will then be calculated from the scores for the quizzes that you did take.  Further, quizzes will begin precisely at 5:45 p.m.; students arriving late to class will not receive extra time for the quiz.
Student generated essay question and justification – Students are required to generate a key question that they have regarding world regional geography based on the de Blij and Muller textbook.  This question should be posed in the form of an essay examination question, and it should be followed by a 2 page explanation for why the question is important to answer, how a student might answer the question, what realm(s) or region(s) the question covers or could potentially cover, and what geographical concepts and sub-disciplinary perspectives are relevant for answering the question.  The purpose of the explanation is NOT to answer the question, but to explain why the question is important for a student to answer – think of yourself as a teacher or researcher having to justify your question.  When approved by me, you will then be required to answer your selg-generated question on your take-home final examination.  Students are required to submit their self-generated essay question at the start of class on Wednesday, 27 June.  I will return the question with comments by Monday, 2 July.  The student generated essay question and justification will count towards 10% of your grade.

NOTE: The student generated essay question and justification is due on Wednesday, 27 June.  There are no exceptions.  If you fail to turn in your self-generated question on time, you will lose 3.5 points (half of a letter grade) for each day that it is late.

Take home final exam – I will post on blackboard four essay questions during the 2nd to last week of class.  You are required to answer all of these questions, as well the approved essay question that you have generated.  Students are required to submit their take-home final exams at the start of the last class on Monday, 16 July.  Responses should net exceed 2 pages per question and must be typed, double spaced, 12 point, Times New Roman font.  The final exam will count towards 30% of your grade.  You will be evaluated on organization, grammar, spelling, and presentation (i.e. clean, wrinkle free paper with crisp, dark toner) in addition to correct content.  You may use the textbook, but you are not permitted to discuss the content of your answers or to consult others on how to answer a question.
NOTE: The take home final exam is due on the last day of classes.  There are no exceptions.  If you fail to turn in your final exam on the last day of classes, you will receive an ‘F’ for 30% of your grade.  Please provide a self-addressed stamped envelope so that I may return your exam with comments.
Class participation – The class participation grade will be determined by your attendance at each class, your engagement during the lectures, your responses to questions and other students’ comments, and to postings on blackboard.  Sleeping or putting one’s head down during the course will adversely affect the grade.  Lateness—both at the beginning of the course and after the break—as well as early departures, will adversely affect the grade.  The participation grade will also be determined by your willingness to speak up and share thoughts, questions, and concerns during the course.  For those students who prefer to use Blackboard to participate, thoughtful, well-thought out and frequent responses on the Blackboard forums can be used to supplement in-class participation, but in-class participation is still required.  Participation counts as 20% of your grade.

Extra credit – Students have the option to receive a maximum of 2% of their final grade for the course in extra credit for the semester.  2% sounds like a small amount, but it can have a significant impact on the final grade, in some instances meaning the difference between letter grades (e.g. between a B and a B+).  Receiving extra credit requires the student to deliver an in-class presentation (between 10 and 15 minutes) at the start of class that summarizes the material from the preceding class session.  The extra-credit presentation will be graded, which means that if it is done poorly it can adversely affect the student’s grade.  Students wishing to do an extra credit presentation should see me to arrange the date for their presentation and the material that they will cover in their presentation.
Your final grade for the course will be calculated using the following Hunter College undergraduate grade distribution (percentage of total score of all assignments).
A+ = 97.5 – 100 %
B+ = 87.5 – 89.9 

C+ = 77.5 – 79.9 

F = 0.0 – 59.9
A = 92.5 – 97.4 

B = 82.5 – 87.4 

C = 70 – 77.4 
A- = 90 – 92.4

B- = 80 – 82.4 

D = 60 – 69.9
General Policies and Procedures

· Statement on Academic Integrity: Hunter College regards acts of academic dishonesty (e.g., plagiarism, cheating on examinations, obtaining unfair advantage, and falsification of records and official documents) as serious offenses against the values of intellectual honesty. The College is committed to enforcing CUNY Policy on Academic Integrity and will pursue cases of academic dishonesty according to the Hunter College Academic Integrity Procedures.
Complete information on Hunter College’s academic integrity policies is available through the Office of Student Services.  Please see the following document, available online: http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/senate/assets/Documents/Hunter%20College%20Policy%20on%20Academic%20Integrity.pdf . 
· Student Email: Students are required to have a Hunter College email account and to check it at least once per day.  All notices regarding the course will be sent to the Hunter College account.

· Faculty Email: The professor uses kkeenan@hunter.cuny.edu and will check it at least once per day.  Immediate responses via email should not be expected, but can generally be expected within a 24-hour period.

· Cell phones and pagers must be turned off before the class starts.
· Special needs or concerns: Any students who have special learning needs or concerns are urged to speak with me during the first week of the semester if accommodations are needed.  The Office of Student Services provides a comprehensive list of accessibility resources available at the College on the following website: http://studentservices.hunter.cuny.edu/DSMAIN.html .
· Mutual respect for differing questions and ideas: The University is a place for open inquiry and exchange of ideas.  All members of the University should treat all other members of the University and members of society with mutual respect and appreciation.

Course Schedule and Assigned Readings

For Monday, 4 June you should have completed:

**** Optional Quiz at the start of class.

· Introduction: “World Regional Geography: Global Perspectives”

For Wednesday, 6 June you should have completed:

**** Quiz #1 at the start of class.

· Chapter 1: “Europe”

· Thrift, Nigel. 2003. “Space: the fundamental stuff of geography.” In Key Concepts in Geography, eds. S.L. Holloway, S. P. Rice, and G. Valentine. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications, Inc. Pgs. 95-108.  [On Blackboard.]
For Monday, 11 June you should have completed:

· Chapter 2: “Russia”

**** Quiz #2 at the start of class.

For Wednesday, 13 June you should have completed:

· Chapter 3: “North America”

· Katz, Cindi. 2003. “Social formations: thinking about society, identity, power, and resistance.” In Key Concepts in Geography, eds. S.L. Holloway, S. P. Rice, and G. Valentine. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications, Inc. Pgs. 249-66. [On Blackboard.]
**** Quiz #3 at the start of class.

For Monday, 18 June you should have completed:

· Chapter 4: “Middle America”

**** Quiz #4 at the start of class.

For Wednesday, 20 June you should have completed:

· Chapter 5: “South America”

· Castree, Noel. 2003. “Place: connections and boundaries in an interdependent world.” In Key Concepts in Geography, eds. S.L. Holloway, S. P. Rice, and G. Valentine. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications, Inc. Pgs. 249-66. [On Blackboard.]
**** Quiz #5 at the start of class.

For Monday, 25 June you should have completed:

· Chapter 6: “Sub-Saharan Africa”

**** Quiz #6 at the start of class.

For Wednesday, 27 June you should have completed:

· Chapter 7: “North Africa/Southwest Asia”

· Herod, Andrew. 2003. “Scale: the local and the global.” In Key Concepts in Geography, eds. S.L. Holloway, S. P. Rice, and G. Valentine. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications, Inc. Pgs. 249-66. [On Blackboard.]
**** Quiz #7 at the start of class.

++++Student generated essay question is due
For Monday, 2 July you should have completed:

· Chapter 8: “South Asia”

**** Quiz #8 at the start of class.
====Take home final exam will be posted on Blackboard.  It is due on 7/16.  
For Monday, 9 July you should have completed:

· Chapter 9: “East Asia”

**** Quiz #9 at the start of class.

====Student generated essay question will be returned.

For Wednesday, 11 July you should have completed:

· Chapter 10: “Southeast Asia”

**** Quiz #10 at the start of class.

For Monday, 16 July you should have completed:

· Chapter 11: “Austral Realm”

· Chapter 12: “The Pacific Realm”

====No quizzes for today.
****The take-home final exam is due at the start of class.  Please provide a self-addressed stamped envelope so that I may return your exam with comments.

Enjoy the rest of the summer!
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