Introduction to Socio-Cultural Anthropology, ID 120

From Cannibals to Corporations: Humanity in Context

with Professor Liza Grandia

Lecture times:
Tuesdays and Fridays, 12:00-1:15 pm in JCJ001

My office: 
 3rd Floor, IDCE (10 Hawthorne Street), Room 301

Box:  
Faculty mailboxes are located in Dilma Souto Lucena’s office on the main floor, open 9-5 Monday to Friday

Email:  
LGrandia@clarku.edu
***If you email me about this class, please put “Anthropology” or “ID120” in the subject line, so that it doesn’t get misclassified by my spam filter.

Telephone:  
508-793-7629

Office Hours:  Tuesdays 1:30-3:30, Wednesdays 12:00-1:00
Enrollment:  There are no pre-requisites.  Any majors are welcome – all you need is a curiosity for culture.  You should also be registered in one of the two discussion sections, which are mandatory.
Course Description

The purpose of this course is to provide students with a rich anthropological understanding of culture. What does it mean to be human across our many differences and similarities?  How do people give meaning to their lives across time and space?  How are some of the most intimate features of our lives socially patterned?  Students will learn to see the familiar in the strange and the strange in the familiar—in other words to appreciate the deep range of human variation and, through this mirror, to learn something new about their own culture.  From the U.S. suburbs to hunter-gatherers in the Amazon, students will explore the diversity of human societies around the world the lens of critical issues such as development, power, identity, war, globalization, inequality, and cultural survival in the twenty-first century. Through class exercises and assignments, students will learn the tools of anthropological observation and problem-solving.  Throughout the semester, we will discuss the politics and practicality of applying anthropological knowledge for a more just world.

Objectives

By the end of the semester, students taking the course should be able to:

· Identify the contributions of key anthropologists who have shaped the history of the discipline and social theory more broadly.

· Discuss and give examples of similarities and differences in human social organization and culture.

· Practice a method of ethnographic research and analysis.
· Define and give examples of key anthropological concepts such as:  ethnocentrism, reciprocity, kinship, representation, reflexivity, symbols, worldview, holism, eclecticism, context, rapport, adaptation, social and cultural control, cultural diversity and survival.

· Recognize and critique how evolutionary theory continues to shape notions of progress and economic development.

· Articulate a sociological understanding of contemporary problems and the role of culture in shaping our lives.
Readings

· All bulleted items are in the course packet.  

· All items with this hollow bullet are in the Ferraro reader.

· Item posted to Blackboard.

· The starred listings are books you should purchase or borrow from the library.

I have provided the ISBN numbers should you choose to buy them online via an independent bookstore.

· Ferraro, Gary.  (2003). Classic Readings in Cultural Anthropology.  Wadsworth Publishing.  [ISBN.  0534612725]
· Ferrea, Elizabeth (1995).  Guests of the Sheik. Anchor Press.  [ISBN 0385014856]
· Hughes, Lotte (2003).  The No-Nonsense Guide to Indigenous Peoples.  Verso and the New Internationalist.  [ISBN 1-85984-438-3]
· Mauss, Marcel (2002).  The Gift. Translated by W.D. Halls.  New York: Routledge.  [Various editions are available; any is fine]
· Mann, Charles (2006).  1491.  Vintage.  [ISBN 1400032059]
Optional:  Students may want to purchase a basic anthropology textbook to complement the lectures.  There are lots of choices online, including:

· Cultural Anthropology: The Human Challenge, by Haviland, Prins, Walrath, and McBride.  

· Small Places, Large Issues, by T. Hylland Erikson.

· Cultural Anthropology: An Applied Perspective, by Gary Ferraro

· Culture, People, Nature: An Introduction to General Anthropology, by Marvin Harris

· Cultural Anthropology by Barbara Miller

· Anthropology and Contemporary Human Problems by John Bodley

· Cultural Anthropology: A Problem Based Approach by Richard Robbins

· etc.

Grade Breakdown

I do not grade on a curve, and the grading scale is equivalent to the university-wide standards described in your Academic Catalogue.  Because this is a lecture course, attendance and participation at discussion sections is especially important (10% of your grade), so come prepared to engage and discuss each week.  

There will be one in-class midterm (20%) and a comprehensive final (25%).  To give you room to improve and challenge yourself, if you should do better on the final than on the midterm, I will drop your midterm grade and count the final for a full 50%.  If you miss the midterm, for whatever reason, the final exam will count as 50% of your grade. There will be no make-up exam for the midterm.

On four randomly selected days, I will give short reading quizzes from which I will take the three highest scores (5% each) = 15% total.  There will be no make-up quizzes.  If you miss one, I’ll take the other three scores automatically.  

To complete the rest of your grade, there are two other assignments:  (1) a short newspaper analysis (10%) due at the end of the fifth week and (2) an ethnographic exercise of your choosing (20%) due the tenth week.

Midterm

20 %

Final


25 % (but if you do better on the final than the midterm = 45%) 

Reading quizzes
15 %

Participation

10 %

Newspaper exercise
10 %

Ethnographic paper
20 %

COURSE SCHEDULE

Week 1 – Introduction to Anthropology and the Concept of Culture (8/28 & 8/31)

· Raymond Williams (1985). “Culture,” in Keywords: A Vocabulary of Culture and Society. New York: Oxford University Press.  4 pp.
· Miner, Horace.  “Body Ritual Among the Nacirema,” p. 1-5 [Ferraro reader]
· Kluckholn, Clyde (1949).  Mirror for Man.  Tucson: University of Arizona Press, pp. 1-16.
· Kluckhohn, Clyde.  “Queer Customs,” p. 6-12 [Ferraro reader]
Approximate pages:  30 
Week 2 – Ethnography, Fieldwork, and Representation (9/4 & 9/7)

· Malinowski, Bronislaw (1922).  Introduction: The Subject, Method and Scope of this Inquiry.”  Argonauts of the Western Pacific, pp. 1-25.

· Pierpont, Claudia Roth.  2004.  “The Measure of America: How a Rebel Anthropologist Waged War on Racism.” New Yorker, March 8, pp. 1-15 [Blackboard]

· Powdermaker, Hortense (1967). Stranger and Friend.  London: Secker and Warbur.  pp. 9-15.
Approximate pages:  45

Recommended:

FILM you can see in the library:  “Off the Verandah” about Malinowski’s fieldwork.

Week 3 -  Ethnography continued (9/11 & 9/14)

· Ferrea, Elizabeth (1995).  Guests of the Sheik. Anchor Press. 

Approximate pages:  350, so plan ahead.  

Week 4 -  Cultural Diversity and Cultural Survival (9/18 & 9/21)

· Hughes, Lotte (2003).  The No-Nonsense Guide to Indigenous Peoples.  Verso and the New Internationalist.  [whole book]
· Tauli Corpuz, Victoria (2002).  Statement of Indigenous Peoples’ Caucus, World Summit on Sustainable Development, Johannesburg, South Africa. 2 pages.

Approximate pages: 147 (but they are half pages, so estimate 70) 
Week 5 - Kinship, Family, Sex & Gender (9/25 & 9/28)

· Tannen, Deborah.  “Rapport-talk and Report-talk,” p. 13-18 [Ferraro reader]

· Goldstein, Melvyn C.  “When Brothers Share a Wife,” p. 34-39 [Ferraro reader]

· Scheper Hughes, Nancy.  “Death without Weeping,” p. 40-47 [Ferraro reader]

· Abu-Lughod, Lila (2002).  “Do Muslim Women Really Need Saving? Anthropological Reflections on Cultural Relativism and its Others,” American Anthropologist  104(3): 783-790.

Approximate pages:  39 pages

Recommended:

· Mead, Margaret (1922). Coming of Age in Samoa.  (multiple editions); excerpt posted on Blackboard.
· Shostak, Marjorie.  “Women and Men in !Kung Society,” p. 55-64 [Ferraro reader]

· Nader, Laura (1989).  “Orientalism, Occidentalism and the Control of Women.”  Cultural Dynamics 2(3): 1-33.
Week 6:  Religion, Ritual, and Manners (10/2 & 10/5)
· Elias, Norbert.  (2000) The Civilizing Process.  Cambridge, MA: Oxford University Press [excerpt “On Blowing One’s Nose,” pp. 143-53.

· Geertz, Clifford.  “Notes on the Balinese Cockfight.”  The Interpretation of Cultures, 4 pp.

· Hugh Gusterson. 1996. "Testing, Testing, Testing" in Nuclear Rites: A Weapons Laboratory at the End of the Cold War.  Berkeley: University of California Press, pp. 131-64.
Approximate pages:  47 

DUE:  Newspaper analysis on 10/5

Week 7:  Science, Magic, Witchcraft, Taboo (no class 10/9 & return on 10/12)
· Evans-Pritchard, E.E., “The Notion of Witchcraft Explains Unfortunate Events,” p. 84-92 [Ferraro reader]

· Gmelch, George.  “Baseball Magic,” p. 93-97 [Ferraro reader]

· González, Roberto (2001). “Introduction.”  Zapotec Science:  Farming and Food in the Northern Sierra of Oaxaca. Austin: University of Texas Press.  1-31

· Worsely, Peter (1997).  “Introduction.”  Knowledges:  Culture, Counterculture, Subculture. New York: The New Press.  1-15

Approximate pages:  55

Recommended:  

•  Nader, Laura (1996). "Introduction," in Naked Science: Anthropological Inquiries into Boundaries, Power, and Knowledge. New York: Routledge, pp. 1-25 (but you can skim 13-23).
Week 8: (10/16 & 10/19 midterm)

No new reading.  

MIDTERM Exam in class on 10/19.
Week 9:  Economy, Law, Reciprocity 10/23 & 10/26
· Mauss, Marcel (2002).  The Gift. Translated by W.D. Halls.  New York: Routledge.  
· Borshay Lee, Richard.  “Eating Christmas in the Kalahari,” p. 18-23 [Ferraro reader]

· Harris, Marvin.  “The Potlatch,” p. 24-33 [Ferraro reader]

Approximate pages:  100+, so plan ahead
Week 10: Culture, Nature, and the Environment (10/30 & 11/2)

· Kane, Joe (1995).  Savages.  New York: Knopf, pp. 15-25.

· Guha, Ramachandra. "Radical Environmentalism and Wilderness Preservation: A Third World Critique." Varieties of Environmentalism: Essays North and South. Eds. Ramachandra Guha and Juan Martinez-Alier. London: Earthscan, 1997. 92-108.

· Redford, K. H. (1991). “The Ecologically Noble Savage.” Cultural Survival Quarterly 13:46-48.

· Chapin, Mac (2004).  “A Challenge to Conservationists.”  World Watch Magazine 17:6, pp. 15.

· Conklin, B., and L. Graham. 1995. The Shifting Middle-Ground: Amazonian Indians and Eco-Politics. American Anthropologist 97:695-710.

· Dowie, Mark.  “The Hidden Cost of Paradise.”  Stanford Social Innovation Review, Spring 2006.  32-38.

Approximate pages:  97

Recommended: 

· Hvalkof, S. (2000). "Outrage in Rubber and Oil: Extractivism, Indigenous Peoples, and Justice in the Upper Amazon," in People, Plants, and Justice: The Politics of Nature Conservation. Edited by C. Zerner, pp. 83-116. New York: Columbia University Press.

· Zerner, Charles. "Toward a Broader Vision of Justice and Nature Conservation." People, Plants, and Justice: The Politics of Nature Conservation. Ed. Charles Zerner. New York: Columbia University Press, 2000. 3-19.
Week 11:  Colonialism, Development, Growth (11/6 & 11/9)

· Sharp, Lauriston. “Steel Axes for Stone-Age Australians,” p. 98-108 [Ferraro reader]

· Bodley, John.  “The Price of Progress,” p. 109-119 [Ferraro reader]

· Ferguson, James (2005). “Anthropology and Its Evil Twin:  ‘Development’ in the Constitution of a Discipline. The Anthropology of Development and Globalization. MA: Blackwell.  140-53.

· Asad, Talal.  (1973).  “Introduction.”  Anthropology and the Colonial Encounter.  Ithaca Press, pp. 1-19.

· Waring, Marilyn (1988). If Women Counted: A New Feminist Economics. San Francisco: Harper & Row Publishers, pp. 1-45.

Approximate pages: 98 
Recommended:

Mosse, D. 2004. Is Good Policy Unimplementable?  Reflections on the Ethnography of Aid Policy and Practice. Development and Change 35:639-71.

Week 12—Globalization, Neocolonialism, and “Progress” (11/13 & 11/16)

· Fisher, William and Ponniah, Thomas (2003).  “Introduction.”  Another World is Possible: Popular Alternatives to Globalization at the World Social Forum.  New York: Zed Books, pp. 1-20.

· Mander, Jerry and Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, eds.  Paradigm Wars:  Indigenous Peoples’ Resistance to Globalization (2006).  San Francisco: Sierra Club Books.

-Mander, Jerry.  “Introduction: Globalization and the Assault on Indigenous Resources,” pp. 3-21.

- Tauli-Corpuz, Victoria.  “World Bank and IMF Impacts on Indigenous Economies,” p. 49-58.

-Juhasz, Antonia.  “Global Water Wars,” p. 109-114.

-York, Suzanne, “Genetic Pollution of Mayan Corn,” p. 145-48. 

Approximate pages:  60 

Recommended:

• Sylvain, Renee (2005).  Disorderly Development: Globalization and the Idea of ‘Culture’ in the Kalahari.”  American Ethnologist  32(3): 354-370.
Week 13: Legacies of Conquest (11/20– NO CLASS 11/23)

· Mann, Charles.  1491.  Read Part I.  1-148
Recommended:

• Wolf, E. R. (1982). Europe and the People without History. Berkeley: University of California Press. Chapter 5, “Iberians in America.” [ON RESERVE]
Week 14:  Shining the Ethnographic Mirror Back (11/27 & 11/30)

· DeVita, Philip, R. and James D. Armstrong, eds.  2002.  Distant Mirrors: America as a Foreign Culture.  NY: Wadsworth.

· Holmes, Lowell D. and Ellen Rhoads Holmes.  “The American Cultural Configuration,” pp. 4-26.

· Natadecha-Sponsel, Poranee, “The Young, the Rich, and the Famous: Individualism as an American Cultural Value,” pp. 68-74
· Peerandina, Saleem.  “Giving, Withholding, and Meeting Midway: A Poet’s Ethnography,” pp. 110-121.
Approximate pages:  38
This is light reading this week.  You should be working on your final papers, due 11/30!
Week 15 – Studying Up and Reinventing Anthropology (12/4 & 12/7)

· Nader, Laura (1972). "Up the Anthropologist: Perspectives Gained from Studying Up," in Reinventing Anthropology. Edited by D. H. Hymes. New York: Pantheon Books.  

· Erickson, Thomas Hylland (2006).  “What Went Wrong?”  Engaging Anthropology: The Case for a Public Presence.  New York: Berg, 23-42.  

· Nader, Laura (2001).  “Anthropology!” American Anthropologist 103(3):609-20.

· Besteman, Catherine and Hugh Gusterson eds. (2005). “Introduction.”  Why America’s Top Pundits Are Wrong.  Berkeley: University of California Press.  Read online. http://web.mit.edu/guster/Public/pundits/book.html
Approximate pages: 50

Recommended:

• Kidder, Tracy (2003).  Mountains Beyond Mountains.  New York: Random House. 

Assignments

We will grade exams and assignments on the content and the quality of argument and ideas expressed, but good writing is also important.  Make use of your peers to exchange and proof-read each other’s work.  Use the writing center.  Leave time to sleep on your ideas and make revisions.

Newspaper analysis (due 10/5)

Find an article in a newspaper or newsmagazine on a contemporary debate.  Print materials are preferred, but online materials will be accepted if they come from an edited source; in other words, not a raw blog entry.  It may be on any topic that intrigues you and strikes you worthy of anthropological analysis and critique—e.g., the rebuilding of New Orleans, new techniques of corporate advertising, a conflict in the Middle East, elections in South America, immigration legislation, stem cell research, euthanasia, same-sex marriage, the Patriot Act, internet dating, profiling of terrorists, etc.  In a no more than two-page (double-spaced) essay, explain your interest in the topic, critique the article and reframe it from an anthropological perspective.  Should you desire, you may construct the essay as a letter to the editor or a letter to an elected official arguing how they should have presented the issue better.

Ethnographic exercises (due 11/30)

Choose one of these three possibilities.  More detailed instructions will provided later during the semester, but the final product should be 4-6 pages (double-spaced).

1. Community observation.  Choose a setting in the community relatively unfamiliar to you where you will spend a half-day in observation—e.g. city hall, a nursing home, a hospital, a pet store, a farmers’ market, a civic meeting, a dance hall, etc.  You will need to develop a one-page plan for how/what you will do, and be sure to consult this with your TA.  Upon approval, go out with your notebook and observe the activities taking place.  If your subjects are willing, you may also ask for short interviews.  Afterwards, you will write up your observations of how you saw the scene differently with “anthropological eyes.”

2. In-depth interview.  In this exercise, you will carry out a semi-structured interview with a person from a culture or country different than the one you grew up in and/or interview an elderly person about cultural changes in your own society.  For this, you will need to prepare a loose set of questions ahead of time.  Upon approval from your TA, conduct the interview, take notes and/or audiotape, transcribe what is necessary, and write up the results.

3. Observations on U.S. culture.  If you are from another country, if English was not your first language, or if you are from a distinct cultural region of the U.S. and feel “culture shocked” in Worcester, you may write an essay with reflections on what has struck you as unique, bizarre, interesting, etc. about this new place.  You will likely want to do some informal interviews, and you should also keep a journal of fieldnotes taken over the semester to turn in with your essay.

Manners, rules, and rituals

1. Students should attend all sections and lectures, including guest lectures and films.  Punctuality, participation, and a passion for learning will put you on the right path to the grade you want.  If for some reason, you need to leave early, let me know before the lecture starts and sit by the door so you can exit quietly.

2. Readings should be done before class on Tuesday of each week, so that you can participate in both the lecture discussions and your section discussions.  Even if we don’t discuss a particular reading in lecture, you are still responsible for having read it and may be tested on the material.

3. Always make careful backups of your computer work.  “My hard-drive crashed” or “my printer broke” is not a sufficient excuse for missing an assignment.  Make use of the server storage space Clark provides you or you can simply email backup copies to yourself via an extra email account such as gmail or yahoo.

4. Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated and will be immediately referred to the college board.  For more information see Clark’s policy at: 

http://www.clarku.edu/offices/aac/integrity.cfm
5. No cell phones or wireless web connections in lecture or sections, please.  

6. Any revisions to this syllabus announced in class will take precedence over this document.
7. Make a friend.  If you miss class, ask a fellow classmate for notes or handouts.  You are welcome to have someone audiotape the lecture.
8. Feel free to double-side or re-use one side to save paper on any of your written assignments to save paper.  I do not accept assignments by email.  
9. Office hours:  Every week I will have two kinds of office hours:

· A sign up sheet with designated times (for those of you who plan ahead and/or want to reserve a longer time slot with me)

· Drop by times for shorter inquiries and conversations – first come, first serve.

I am also always available right after class for questions. Please only use email for emergencies or quick clarifications and come to my office hours for any substantive questions.
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