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Course Introduction and Description 


Welcome! I am excited to be teaching you the concepts and components of Intellectual Property and the necessity of protection in business.  We will immediately begin to garner an understanding of how modern Business and Law are influenced and impacted by the ever present development and protection of technology in the form of Intellectual Property around us.   It is my pleasure to assists you in understanding critical concepts and preparing you to recognize and protect Patent, Copyright, Trade Secret, Trademark, Service mark and other valuable developments in worldwide business.  This course is designed to assist in managing the value of Intellectual Property in our daily decision making.  During this session we will…

· Examine the history and growing importance of Intellectual Property worldwide.

· View the concepts of trading nations, treaties and contracts that influence protection of Intellectual Property in countries, regions and worldwide.

· Examine the philosophical foundations from which society judges our business decision making regarding Intellectual Property.
· Begin to understand new wealth formed by Intellectual Property
· Examine power and influence in businesses holding key Intellectual Property.
· Examine humanitarian influences of Intellectual Property and governmental restrictions that might have moral or ethical impacts.

· View and examine real products with protected patents, trademarks, service marks, copyrights, and trade secrets.
· Examine real contracts and language content required to protect Intellectual Property.

· Study business structures handling of Intellectual Property matters.

· Conclude by providing a modern approach to valuing Intellectual Property, protecting its value and managing its market.   

This is a foundation course, providing visibility to what the worlds of management and society will expect of you.  The concepts are powerful. Please rest assured that you will be advantaged by what you learn in this course.  

All course material is developed by me and provided for each session.  As with every semester and every class that I teach, I promise to educate, be informative, responsive and, hopefully, a little humorous at times. You must complete all required readings and assignments diligently.  


Together, we will enjoy the session! 


John L. Crawley, Esq., Tel: 508-922-8555 

Attendance


Mandatory.
Grading Requirements


You are expected to complete all readings and be prepared for each class.  Professor notes will be kept regarding student preparation and participation in class.  In addition, this course requires the following…

Research and class participation (15%)

5 page individual paper
(15%)

10 minute in class presentation
(10%)

Quizzes   (20%)

Mid term and / or Final Exam (40%)

Textbook Requirements

TBD

Schedule

Class 1:
- The History and significance of Intellectual Property.  A view of the modern landscape.
Class 2: 

· Patents.   Examining the significance of patents as a form of Intellectual Property Protection today.   The elements of Patent protection.

· Exclusive rights to make, manufacture, sell, license and market.  When and why we select patent protection as our foundation.  

· Examining treaties and country limitations.
Classes 3 and 4:

· Copyrights.  Examining Differences between art and science.  The elements of Copyright protection.   Why chose copyright protection?  Benefits and detriments of one form of protection verses another.  What constitutes artistic?  Use in print, music, electronic transfer.  Modern issues with protection.  The changing law. Practical application of copyrights.
Classes 5 and 6:
· Examining Trademarks and Service marks.  The elements of trade and Service marks.  Confusion in the marketplace.  Consumer protection.  Issues with use beyond your country’s boarders, treaty nations and non accepting countries.  

· Examining live samples.  
Class 7:
-  Intellectual property and the grey and black markets.  Costs to consumers.  Legislation and law.  The speed of change in society.  Issues with technology restriction when humanitarian needs exist.
