Syllabus, Fall 2008
HIST162: The Emergence of Nationalism and Nation States

in the Middle East - Armenian, Turkish, Kurdish, Arabic,

and Jewish Nationalism in the Ottoman Empire

Mon-Wed 12-1:15, Room: 
Dr. Taner Akçam, 


Phone: 508-421 3863

email: takcam@clarku.edu
The History of the Modern Middle East:
In this post-Cold War era, the Middle East has once again emerged as a flashpoint of world conflict. Aftershocks from the collapse of the Soviet Union are still rocking a political landscape whose contours were first shaped by World War I and the breakup of the Ottoman Empire some eighty years ago. In the struggles among the peoples of this volatile region, successor to the Ottoman Empire – we are witnessing the resurgence of what Western observers once called the “Eastern Question.”  This seminar offers an in-depth look at nationalism in the Middle East, in both historical and comparative perspectives.

We will examine the decline of the Ottoman Empire and the emergence of nationalism in the Ottoman lands at the turn of the 20th century. We will explore the internal and external factors that led to the emergence of nationalism as an ideology and political movement among various social groups.
A focal point will be the role of Islam as the strongest internal factor in these developments. Islam not only legitimized Ottoman rule as a legal system, but also shaped the social interactions between Muslims and non-Muslims as a cultural system. The main external factor that we will discuss is the role of the Great Powers' policy towards the Ottoman Empıre. 


After clarifying the intricate relationships between external and internal factors and how these factors impacted conflicts within the Empire, we will discuss the disintegration of the Ottoman Empire and the emergence of different nationalist movements, especially Armenian, Turkish, Kurdish, Arabic and Jewish nationalism. We will study the political decline of the Empire and its relation to the emergence of these nationalisms. 
As we shall see, as the demise of the Empire proceeded, the attitude of the ruling elite changed – not only towards the non-Muslim populations, but also towards the Muslim populations in Anatolia. The ensuing transformation in state policy resulted in attempts to homogenize the population structure in Anatolia. The assimilation of Muslims of different ethnic origins (Arabs and Kurds) and purging of non-Muslims from Anatolia were two important outcomes of this policy. 
We will explore the culmination of the Ottoman homogenization policy in the Armenian Genocide of 1915 and analyze how and why the decision for ethnic cleansing in Anatolia was made and how it was carried out. We will conclude by examining the Ottoman defeat in the First World War, and the impact of international agreements (Sèvres and Lausanne) on the emergence of different national states in the region, and especially, the emergence of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict during this period. We will examine parallels between the emergence of national states and today’s problems in the Middle East. 

In conjunction, we will also examine the histories of Turkey, Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, Israel and Jordan from the time of the fall of the Ottoman Empire until the Second World War.
Class time: 70% lecture, 30% discussion

Work load: 50-75 pages of reading per week, Midterm and final exams, paper and class presentation.

Grade: 30% mid-semester exam, 30% final exam, 20% paper, 20% Attendance and Class presentation

Exam format: essay
Required Reading:

M.E. Yapp, The Making of the Modern Near East 1792-1923, London, New York 1987
Charles D. Smith, Palestine and the Arab-Israeli Conflict, New York 1996
Other required readings are available as a packet for purchase at the Curry Printing Center, located in the Higgins University Center (www.curryprinting.com)
Suggested Reading: 
William L. Cleveland, A History of the Modern Middle East, Colorado, 2000

Peter Mansfield, A History of the Middle East, New York, 1991 

Charles D. Smith, Palestine and the Arab-Israeli Conflict, New York, 6. Edition
David Fromkin, A Peace to End All Peace, The Fall of the Ottoman Empire and the Creation of the Modern Middle East, New York 1989. 
Class notes are as important as required readings and I will distribute some of the notes either before or after the lecture.
Team presentations: Small teams of students will be formed (based on the number of the students in the class), and these teams will choose a ethnic group/nation-state as their topic for a class presentation (half an hour). The topics revolve around the emergence of each nation state in the Middle East and its early development. Each team will cover one nation-state and present the emergence of this nation state (focusing especially the period 1918-1940, which was crucial). The countries/ethnic groups presented will be: Turkey, Lebanon, Israel, Syria, Jordan, Iraq, Armenians and Kurds.
Papers: You have to submit the topic for your paper latest during 3rd and 4th week.
Schedule

Week 1: September 3 
We will review the syllabus and distribute the topics among the students for their presentations. We will begin with the clarification of certain terms such as Nation-Nationalism-Ethnicity etc.; we will talk on the concept of Middle East and some social, political aspects of the history of the Middle East.
Required readings:
Roderic H. Davison, 'Where is the Middle East?' in: Foreign Affairs 38 (1960) 665-675

James L. Gelvin, The Modern Middle East, New York, Oxford 2005, pp. 1-9

Josep R. Llobera, Recent Theories in Nationalism

http://www.recercat.net/bitstream/2072/1300/1/ICPS164.pdf
For further information on nationalisms:

http://www.tamilnation.org/nation.htm#All%20definitions%20are%20partial

http://www.nationalismproject.org; 
Suggested Readings: Ernest Gellner, Thought and Change (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1964), Chapter on “Nationalism” pp. 147-178; Anthony D. Smith, "The Origins of Nations," Ethnic and Racial Studies, XII, 3 (July 1989), pp. 340-367
Week 2: September 8-10
We will start a general review of the Middle East and of the main characteristics of the Ottoman Empire and will focus on an analysis of the legal and social status of different ethnic and religious groups in Ottoman history. The status of non-Muslims in Islamic societies and the Ottoman Millet-system are the main issues that we will deal with.

Required Reading: M.E. Yapp: Chapter 1, pp. 1-46; Bernard Lewis, Jews in Islam, Princeton 1984, pages: 3-67

Suggested Readings: Roderic Davison, “Turkish Attitudes Concerning Christian-Muslim Equality in the Nineteenth Century,” in: Albert Hourani, Philip S. Khoury and Mary C. Wilson (ed), The Modern Middle East: A Reader, Berkeley and Los Angeles, pages: 61-83. 

We will also examine the origin of the “Eastern Question” and the Ottoman responses to the Eastern Question.
Required reading: M. E. Yapp: Chapter II, pp. 47-96; Roderic Davison, “Nationalism as an Ottoman Problem and the Ottoman Response,” in: William W. Haddad and William Ochsenwald, Nationalism in a Non-National State, Columbus, 1977, pages: 25-57 

Suggested readings: Bernard Lewis, The Emergence of Modern Turkey, New York, Oxford 2002 (third edition), pages: 21-74; Milton J. Esman and Itamar Rabinovich (eds.), Ethnicity, Pluralism, and the State in the Middle East, Ithaca and London 1988, pages: 3-54.

Week 3: September 15-17
We will start with a general overview of the political and social developments in the Ottoman Empire at the beginning of the 19th Century and discuss the resulting internal and external problems (time period until 1880)
Required Readings: M.E. Yapp, Chapter 3, pp. 97-178; James L. Gelvin, The Modern Middle East, A History, New York-Oxford: Oxford University Press 2005, pp. 148-154 [Hatt-i Sharif of Gulhane and The Islahat Fermani]
Suggested Readings: Erik J. Zürcher, Turkey a Modern History, London-New York 1997, pages: 11-51; Stanford J. Shaw, Ezel Kural Shaw, History of the Ottoman Empire and Modern Turkey, Volume II: Reform, Revolution and Republic: The Rise of Modern Turkey 1808-1975, London-New York, 1977, pages: 1-55; 

Week 4: September 22-24

We will deal with the topic of the emergence of nationalism in the Middle East in general and Turkish Nationalism in particular. The political developments at the end of the 19th century and the response of Turkish nationalism to rising nationalism among Christians residing in the Ottoman Empire will be explored, and the main characteristics of Young Ottomans, Young Turks will be discussed.

Required Readings:
Taner Akçam, A Shameful Act, The Armenian Genocide and the Question of Turkish Responsibility, New York 2006, pp. 47-82

Taner Akçam, From Empire to Republic, Armenian Genocide and Turkish Nationalism, London 2004, Chapter 3, pp. 59-115  

Suggested Readings: David Kushner, The Rise of Turkish Nationalism, London: Frank Cass 1977, pp. 1-49; Jacob M. Landau, Tekinalp, Turkish Patriot, 1883 - 1961. Leiden 1984. Pp. 3-43; Jacob M. Landau, Pan-Turkism in Turkey, a Study of Irredentism, Hamden, Connecticut 1981, pages: 1-72; Uriel Heyd, Foundations of Turkish Nationalism, Luzac and Company Ltd and The Harvill Press 1950, pages: 105-151; Serif Mardin, The Genesis of Young Ottoman Thought: A Study in the Modernization of Turkish Political Ideas, Princeton: Princeton UP, 1962.
Week 5: September 29-October 1

We will elaborate on reforms that took place in the Ottoman Empire and political developments between 1880 and 1914:

Required Reading: M.E. Yapp, Chapter 4, pp. 179-266 

Suggested Reading: Erik J. Zürcher, Turkey a Modern History, London-New York 1997, pages: 52-97; Stanford J. Shaw, Ezel Kural Shaw, History of the Ottoman Empire and Modern Turkey, Volume II: Reform, Revolution and Republic: The Rise of Modern Turkey 1808-1975, London-New York, 1977, pages: 55-172.

Week 6: October 6-8

We will analyze the situation of the Armenians in the Ottoman Empire and how this situation led to the emergence of Armenian Nationalism and the Massacres during the Abdulhamid Period.

We will also start to examine political developments in the Middle East between 1908 and1914 and steps leading toward the First World War. 
Required Readings:
M.E. Yapp, pages: 179-266

Richard Hovannasian (ed.), The Armenian People From Ancient to Modern Times, Volume II, New York 1997, pages: 175-239

Suggested Readings:
For Armenian Nationalism: Anaide Ter Minassian, Nationalism and Socialism in the Armenian Revolutionary Movement, 1887-1912, Cambridge, MA: Zoryan Institute, 1985, pp. vi-21; Louise Nalbandian, The Armenian Revolutionary Movement, Berkeley, Los Angeles 1963. Ronald Grigor Suny, Looking Toward Ararat: Armenia in Modern History (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1993), pp. 1-30
For political developments until 1914: Eric J. Zürcher, Turkey a Modern History, London, New York 1997, pages: 97-138 Stanford J. Shaw, Ezel Kural Shaw, History of the Ottoman Empire and Modern Turkey, Volume II: Reform, Revolution and Republic: The Rise of Modern Turkey 1808-1975 London-New York, 1977; pages: 255-310. 

Week 7: October 15

We will start to examine the Middle East and the First World War: The Ottoman entry into the war; wartime agreements and plans; and the annihilation or removal of the non-Muslims from Anatolia during this period, especially deportations of the Greeks and the Armenian Genocide. 
Required Readings: 
M. E. Yapp, Chapter 5, 266-301

Taner Akcam, From Empire to Republic, (London and New York: Zed Books, 2004), Chapter 4: The Homogenizing and Ethnic Cleansing of Anatolia, pp. 115-158

Suggested Readings: Christopher J. Walker, World War I and the Armenian Genocide, in: Richard Hovannisian (ed.), The Armenian People From Ancient to Modern Times, Volume II, New York 1997, pages: 239-275; William Yale, The Near East A Modern History, Ann Arbor Michigan 1968, pages: 204-250; Archimandrite Alexander Papadopoulos, Persecutions of the Greeks in Turkey before the European War, New York 1919

Week 8: October 20-22 (Mid-Term Exam on October 22)
We will continue to examine the events during the First World War and begin dealing with the following topics: the end of the World War; the question of partition of Anatolia and the beginning of the Turkish independence movement. 
Required Reading: Yapp, Chapter 6, pp: 301-322

Suggested Reading: Erik Zürcher, pp. 138-172
Week 9: October 27-29 
We will focus on developments following the First World War and the emergence of different nation- states in the region; especially the debates at the Paris Peace Conference which were a central issue:

Required Reading: Yapp, Chapter 6, pp. 322-348 

Suggested Readings: Margaret MacMillan, Paris 1919, Six Months that Changed the World, New York 2001, pages: 347-455; Howard M. Sachar, The Emergence of the Middle East 1914-1924, New York 1969, pages 223-365

S. E. Mezes, What really happened at Paris; the story of the Peace Conference, 1918-1919, pp. 140-204 URL: http://www.archive.org/details/whatreallyhappen00hous
Week 10: November 3-5 
Class presentations on Turkey and Greece
(Documentary film on Kurdish Nationalism)

We will discuss the rise of Kurdish Nationalism in Ottoman Empire and especially in Turkey and Iraq.

Required Reading: Doğu Ergil, The Kurdish Question in Turkey

URL: http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_democracy/v011/11.3ergil.pdf
Robert Olson, “Five Stages of Kurdish Nationalism 1890-1980”, in: Journal of Muslim Minority Affairs, Volume 12, Issue 2 July 1991 , pages 391 - 409
Robert Olson, “The Kurdish Rebellions of Sheikh Said (1925), Mt. Ararat (1930), and Dersim (1937-8): Their Impact on the Development of the Turkish Air Force and on Kurdish and Turkish Nationalism”, in: Die Welt des Islams, New Series, Vol. 40, Issue 1, (Mar., 2000), pp. 67-94

Suggested Readings: McDowell, David, A Modern History of the Kurds, revised ed., London: I.B. Tauris, 1997, pp. 87-112; Martin Van Bruinessen, Agha, Shaikh and State, The Social and Political Structures of Kurdistan, London and New Jersey 1992, pages: 133-203, 265-281; Robert Olson, The Emergence of Kurdish Nationalism and the Sheikh Said Rebellion 1880-1925, Austin 1989. 

Week 11: November 10-12
Class presentations on Armenians and Kurds

We will start to examine the emergence of Arab Nationalism in Ottoman Empire and the developments during and after the World War I

Required Readings:

Rashid Khalidi (ed.), The Origins of Arab Nationalism, Columbia 1991, pages: 1-73;

Hasan Kayali, Arabs and Young Turks: Ottomanism, Arabism, and Islamism in the Ottoman Empire, 1908-1918, Berkeley 1997. 
[URL: http://www.escholarship.org/editions/view?docId=ft7n39p1dn&brand=eschol]
Suggested Readings: Bassam Tibi, Arab Nationalism, New York 1977; pages: 75-121; Albert Hourani, Arabic Thought in the Liberal Age, 1798-1939, New York 1983, pages: 260-323; William W. Haddad, (ed.), Nationalism in a Non-National State, Columbus 1977, pages: 207-291; Kemal Karpat (ed), Political and Social Thought in the Contemporary Middle East , New York 1982, (Part I on Arab Nationalism), pages: 3-63; Howard M. Sachar, The Emergence of the Middle East 1914-1924, pages: 116-186; M.E. Yapp, The Making of the Modern Near East 1792-1923, London, New York 1987, pages: 266-300; David Fromkin, A Peace to End All Peace:  Creating the Modern Middle East 1914-1922, New York 1989, pp. 168-262.
Week 12: November 17-19
(Documentary Film on the Arab-Jewish conflict)

We will discuss Jewish Nationalism and the Arab-Jewish Conflict during the First World War.

Required Readings:

Charles D. Smith, Palestine and the Arab-Israeli Conflict, New York 5 or 6th Edition, (pages until 1948)
Check the URL: http://www.library.yale.edu/neareast/1_research/politics.html

Suggested Readings: David Fromkin, A Peace to End All Peace: Creating the Modern Middle East, 1914-1922, New York: Henry Holt & Co., 1989, pp. 263-301;William Yale, The Near East A Modern History, Ann Arbor Michigan 1968; pages: 145-158; 250-271; Howard M. Sachar, The Emergence of the Middle East, 1914-1924, New York: Knopf, 1969, pp. 187-222 

Week 13: November 24-26 
Class presentation on Syria, Iraq 

We will study the period between the First and Second World War and examine the emergence of different Arab states (and their separate histories) up to the time of the Second World War. (Cases: Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and the Palestinian-Jewish conflict)

Required Readings:

Peter Mansfield, Chapter 9, pp. 167-219;

William L., Cleveland, A History of Modern Middle East, Boulder, Colo., Westview Press, c2004, pp. 172-265 (Chapter 10-13)

Week 14: December 1-3
Class presentation on Jordan and Lebanon  

Continuation of the development of each state:

Required Reading: You can use The Country Studies Series of Library of Congress as an introductory source: http://history1900s.about.com/gi/dynamic/offsite.htm?site=http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/sytoc.html
Suggested reading for Iraq: Charles Tripp, A History of Iraq, Cambridge 2007, pp. 1-105

Suggested reading for Syria: Philip Khuri Hitti, Syria, a short history: which is a condensation of the author's "History of Syria, including Lebanon and Palestine." Collier books, 1961

Suggested reading for Jordan: Yaov Alon, The Making of Jordan, London-New York: I.B. Tauris, 2007, pp. 13-84

Suggested reading for Lebanon: Helena Cobban, The Making of Modern Lebanon, London: Hutchinson, 1985 pp. 9-77

Week 15: December 8-10
Class presentation on Israel- Palestine

Continuation of the discussion on the emergence of different states in the Middle East.
Week 16: December 15
Final Exam
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