Grading the ZING Question: 

An Exercise in Grading for TAs

Adapted from a role play exercise designed by Neil Fleming, Christchurch, New Zealand.
Materials

Each pair or small group should receive the following:

· one overview/instruction sheet (Grading the ZING Question)

· a packet containing each of the five essays (Each essay should be folded in half so no responses can be seen as the essays are divided up. Participants may wind up choosing to view the essays first but this may not be as likely to occur if initially they do not notice how different the essays are from one another. If they do not view the essays before dividing them up, the lesson learned may have more impact than it would have otherwise. Participants should not be told that they may not view the essays first, though – if they have that kind of insight prior to the exercise they should be permitted to act on it.)

· a sheet of paper pre-printed with essay writers’ names to use for recording grades (this makes transferring grades to display that the whole group could see easier than it would be if names were not all in the same order).

The room should contain some means of displaying data so it could be seen by the entire group (e.g., chalkboard, overheard, projected screen).
Organization

· Participants should work in pairs or very small groups.
· After grading is complete, the facilitator should collect all of the grade sheets and transfer the grades from all pairs/groups to a display that could be seen by the entire group (e.g., chalkboard, overheard, projected screen). This allows all in the group to see the wide variation in grades that were assigned.
· After creating a display of all grades, the facilitator should begin a discussion based on the discussion questions provided.

Grading the ZING Question

This exercise is based on a role play exercise designed by Neil Fleming, Christchurch, New Zealand.

You are a TA for a course that investigates, among other things, the occurrence of zings. Your own area of research does not involve zings, so you are not very familiar with them, but you have been sitting in on the lectures, and you have learned a fair amount about zings so far.

It is the end of the first week of the course, and the professor for the course has just given you and your fellow TAs the quizzes for the students in the course. He has asked you to divide them up among yourselves to grade them. He also asks that you grade them as soon as possible because he’s leaving town for a conference and would like to know how the students did before he leaves.
Here is the quiz question that the students received:

Write a paragraph describing the concept of zings. The diagram below is to help you.

5 points

                   <insert diagram here from inside cover of Fleming’s “Zings” booklet>
(The diagram above is the one that the students saw on their examination paper. It shows some zings as they are normally found on a page of paper. There are only four zings in the group. You will quickly notice the similarities between zings (all their edges are curves) and the differences between them and the other Things.)

You think it would be helpful if you had some advice from the professor on how to grade these quizzes, so you ask him if he could give you and the other TAs some guidance. He replies with the following, “You know what zings are – you’ve been sitting in on the class all week.” You agree with him, and you state that you believe everyone will benefit if he gives you and the other TAs some precise suggestions for grading. Grumbling, he says, “You know about zings: Zings are found on white paper, are two dimensional, do not move, at their widest are 3 cm across, and they have only rounded edges.”
He adds to that (smiling now because he realizes that he’s been a bit harsh up until now), “I trust you, and I know you’ll do a fine job” and he goes to his office.
Here is your task:
· Working with the other TAs in your group, develop a grading scheme that you all agree on. You have 5 minutes to develop the grading scheme – the prof needs these back fast!
· Divide up the quizzes among yourselves, like the professor suggested.

· Grade the quizzes.
· Create a grade sheet to give back to the professor.
Carol
Zings are a type of flat thing.  They are usually smooth-shaped with no sharp edges.  They may have little bumps that extend from a sort of round shape.  They are about 3 cm across at the widest part.

Grant
Zings are found on white paper everywhere.  They are in the category of small things.  Their shape is smooth with little protuberances like semi-circles.  The thing is not a zing if it has a straight edge anywhere.  They are always dark gray or black when they appear flat on a page.  I have drawn one here to show its features.

                    <insert diagram here from Grant’s essay in Fleming’s “Zings” booklet>

Shea
Zings are small things about 3 cm across.  They are found flat on wite pages.  They are blak.  They have know strate edges.  Some of them is gray.  The center is sort of round with little harf moons around the edgers.  Her is an exampul of a zing.
                    <insert diagram here from Shea’s essay in Fleming’s “Zings” booklet>

Faye
Zings were first discovered in 1984.  Since then they have been well written up in the international literature.  The concept of a zing is a small (3 cm) dark, 2-D shape on white paper with crenellated smooth edges around a central oval or circular body.  They can be black or gray and are easily distinguished from other things found on paper, which tend to have some straight edges.  The number of small bumps is not fixed and can be as few as two but usually less than ten.

Tom
Zings are classed in the category of small things.  They are mainly black or gray with no other colors having been observed.  They are flat, 2-dimensional bodies, approximately 3 cm across and are found on white paper.  Their edges are irregular, circular or oval shapes attached to a central body.  There can be two overlapping circles and in more complex forms they can be like a pancake with small moons attached around the edge.  A significant observation made this year by N. Kidman (in Bonwell, C. “Cool Climate Zings”- Green Mountain Press) indicates that 90% of zings are found on the left-hand side of pages.  This has added to our concept of zings and was previously not noticed.

                    <insert diagram here from Tom’s essay in Fleming’s “Zings” booklet>

Grading the ZING Question

Discussion
· What were your grade distributions like? (All the same? A wide range?)

· Do you feel the grading was done fairly for the students in your course?
· If you could go back and do it again, what would you do differently?

· To what extent would you have been able to grade better had you known the objectives for the course?

· Do you wish you had gotten clearer guidelines from the professor before starting? Why or why not?

· The professor had been reluctant to give clearer guidelines. What approach(es) might have been taken to have gotten him to cooperate better?

