TA Training ~ Handout:

Running Review and Help Sessions

Kevin Keenan, CETL Graduate Assistant and Ph.D. Candidate in Geography

Objectives:

By the end of this segment of the TA workshop, TAs will be able to:
1. Identify several strategies useful for managing review sessions

2. List some ways both you and your students can prepare for review sessions

3. Design a structured review session for undergraduates

Purposes of Review and Help Sessions:
· Reduce exam anxiety.
· Focus student attention before the exam.
· Help students learn strategies for studying.
Tips for managing the review session:
· Use targeted questions – useful for information that requires memorization.
· Use open-ended questions – useful for abstract information.
· Leave time for questions (lots of pauses).
· Give mini-lectures.
· Use small group discussion.
How to Plan a Session:
Ways that you can prepare for the session:

i. Take notes in class during the semester of problematic issues.
ii. Create objectives.
iii. Meet with Professor before session / review objectives with him or her.
iv. Review the text.
v. Review other assignments being worked on in relation to the exam.
vi. Ask your students & professor about scheduling concerns (e.g., disabilities services).

vii. Develop specific questions and activities.
Ways that your students can prepare for the session:
i. If attendance is mandatory, make sure the students know you will be taking attendance.
ii. Ask students to review the material before the session and come prepared with muddiest points for session.
iii. Give them something to work on before they come, e.g. a sample test or a homework problem.
iv. If you have a review sheet, ask the students to complete it before the exam.
During the Review:

i. Recap the progress of class (e.g., we have a test next week on chapters xyz, last session I asked that you think about qrs).
ii. Go over exam logistics (i.e., where to meet, what to bring).
iii. If you have objectives or a handout, share with students.
iv. If you asked students to come prepared with muddiest points, have students share and write them on board -- cover one by one after list is constructed (this will allow you to focus first on the most important points).
v. Issue examples of a few muddy points; review.
vi. Ask students your prepared questions. Be prepared for blank stares – avoid answering questions, rather try calling on someone, asking for help if the answer provided is not quite right; see if you can coax it out by asking simpler questions leading up (note: avoid abstract questions right off the bat).
vii. Make the students do the work—small group work solving problems or discussing issues; students writing out answers on the board.
viii. Summarize at the end of every session what has been covered, and relate the material back to the class at large.
ix. End with advice on preparing for the exam.

See vignettes, and potential ways of responding in these circumstances, on the accompanying sheet.
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