Who are the Clark Undergraduates?
Here is some of basic demographic and academic data about our 2007 first year students (fall 2008 data are not yet available):
· Virtually all of the students who entered Clark in fall 2007 were traditional age students.

· About 64% were female.

· About 89% were US citizens, and for about 87%, English was their native language.
· Diversifying our student body is an ongoing challenge. A sizeable majority (74%) were white, 8% Asian, 3% Latino, 2% African American, and 1% Native American.

· The most common religious preferences were None (39%), Catholic (17%), and Jewish (13%). 

· Clark students are liberal in their political views. 10% characterize themselves as “far left”, 57% as “liberal”, 27% as “middle of the road”, 7% as “conservative”, and 0.2% as “far right”. 
· Clark is geographically diverse but draws most students from the northeast. For 22%, Clark is within 50 miles of home. For 29%, Clark is more than 400 miles from home. 

· The majority have at least one parent with a 4-year college degree (25% of mothers and 30% of fathers don’t have a 4-year college degree). 
· Most first year students are happy to be here. For 52%, Clark was their first choice college, and for 25%, it was their second choice.

· Virtually all Clark first year students live in residence halls. 

· Students report that most of their high school grades were As and Bs.

· AP course taking was prevalent: 73% took at least one AP class in high school, and 16% took five or more. 

· The most common major for incoming students is “undecided”. Of the 45% who knew what their major would be, most probable majors were social sciences (41%), biological sciences and arts and humanities (tied at 19% each).
· First year students have big educational aspirations: 92% planned to eventually earn a Master’s, Doctoral, or professional degree beyond the Bachelor’s.

