A Rough Guide to the Clark Undergraduate Curriculum and Academic Policies
1.
Clark University’s mission is to educate undergraduate and graduate students to be imaginative and contributing citizens of the world, and to advance the frontiers of knowledge and understanding through rigorous scholarship and creative effort.  The University seeks to prepare students to meet the challenges of a complex and rapidly changing society.  In students as well as faculty, Clark fosters a commitment to excellence in studying traditional academic disciplines, as well as innovation in exploring questions that cross disciplinary boundaries. The free pursuit of inquiry and the free exchange of ideas are central to that commitment.
2.
Clark’s undergraduate curriculum is build around an introductory Program of Liberal Studies (PLS) and an array of 31 majors, 30 minors, and 10 interdisciplinary concentrations.  

3.
Most Clark undergraduates begin their studies with a First Year Seminar.  The First Year Seminar program uses in-depth study of particular topics to help incoming students acquire the skills ands habits of mind that will fit them for success at Clark.

4.
The PLS uses a “ways of knowing” approach and has two parts: (1) two Critical Thinking courses (one each in Verbal Expression and Formal Analysis).  These courses aim to build the quantitative and verbal skills that lay the basis for later work.  (2) Six Perspectives Courses (one each from the Aesthetic, Global Comparative, Historical, Language and Culture, Natural Scientific, and Values Perspectives—these must each be from a different department).  “Perspectives” classes are designed to engage students with different “ways of knowing.”
5.
To graduate, students also need to complete a major (12 -19 courses designated by a department or program).  Many majors specify that their students must also complete a minor or concentration (6-7 courses).  Some Clark students elect to complete a double major.  

6.
The standard course load is four courses per semester.  After their first two years have been successfully completed, students can add a fifth course by petition to the College Board.
7.
Clark’s ten interdisciplinary programs are a concrete expression of our commitment to free inquiry beyond the bounds of traditional disciplines.  They include: Asian Studies, Bioinformatics, Computational Science, Ethics and Public Policy, Holocaust and Genocide Studies, Jewish Studies, Law and Society, Peace Studies, Race and Ethnic Relations, and Urban Development and Social Change.
8.
Clark has clear policies on violations of academic integrity.  All work submitted must be “wholly one’s own and unique to that course.”  Suspected violations of academic integrity should be brought to the attention of Associate Dean Kevin McKenna, who chairs the College Board.
9.
Although Clark has no university-wide attendance policy, individual instructors can (and do!) establish attendance requirements for their courses.

10.
Assigning a grade of incomplete in undergraduate courses requires permission of the College Board.  In graduate courses incompletes may be given at the instructor’s discretion.  
11.
Clark’s “accelerated degree program” offers students the opportunity to earn a Master’s degree in selected fields with one year of study beyond the BA.  To be eligible for a full tuition scholarship for their “fifth year,” students must be accepted into the specific graduate program, earn a 3.25 or better grade point average during their 2nd and 3rd years of undergraduate study, and maintain a 3.25 during their 4th year.  Interested students must apply during their junior year.  Further information is available through the Academic Advising Office.
12.
Additional information about programs and policies—with full details—is available on the web.  The undergraduate advising “Blue Book” can be found on the Academic Advising web page (www.clarku.edu/offices/aac/bluebook.pdf).  This publication contains a lot of sound general information about Clark matters.  
Information concerning about graduate programs and policies can be found at: (www.clarku.edu/graduate/current/handbook.pdf).  
