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Dear Gene,

Flease excuae me for not having written you soconer. Some how
work juet seemg to plle up and I never sesm to get all the load off my
ghoulders, but thie blt of news Jjust demands recognitlion atove all elae,

Today the faculty Committee on Athletlce approved Rowing at Clark
a9 an offlcial athletlc activityill!]! 1 can't tell you how happy that
make me, and I know that you too will not be sorry to hear it. They have
furthermors allotted $100, annually from the athletie fund to walntailn
the sport, It seeme that graduslly we are gettin: romewhers, Oh, how I
wish you were back here to help me. I really think we could put the
organlzation on a really golid foundation. but without your help and
guldance I'm not 8o gure of results. Let me recount our activlity.

Lagt fall, as [ telieve I told you, we roweéd until the icy
water nesrly froze our ankles stiff, (We have to resort to getting into the
"water to 11ft the elight outbecause the 1little boys we have now are too
weak to 11ft it up on the doeck). With the lcy blaste whistling through
the lattlece work of the bathhouse I flnally completed the 2-pared boat
and mannaged to take 1t out for a couple of trlal turne, ‘This spting 1t
1s cur favorite and scmeons ueea 1t almoast every day. Ve have named it
"F.E.M." after the founder of the Rowing Cluk! I mmnsged to purchase
an extra palr of oar-locks from Lelcester Academy and reconditioned an
assortment of jJunk into two extra seate (including two hack-saw blades for
the wheels to run on, one old braas water plpe eawed and bent into elipsa
to keep the seate from fzlllng out, and one old bras® tollet flugh-plpe
to hold the wheels ln place and two broken geats) so that we car now row
wlth the two-man and the elght-man boat slmultancously. (We uae aweep
cerg on the dcuble, becauses we have no Ex sculling cars and because thse
doubls boat lends 1tself beautlfully for the instruction of the neophytes, )
I had to do a little repalr work on the ten oars you purchaged, but theke
all in one plece,although some have warped conalderakbly. Can the warp be
stralghtened out agaln? I naven't worked on the elght we got from the
".,F,A, boathouss, bul I bave started on the repailr of the single we rescued
from the eame place, The latter I hope to put into commission this summer,

We have a small but eager group out rowlng thls spring, but I don'
think that we can make a crew out of thém because ane or another 1g always
belng called away 1nto servicse, etc. -=- Consequently L have taken a drastic
gtep, You wlll shudder --- I have undertaken to bulld up & craw from
the women's college, and ['ve got a Hell of a lot morse spirit and enthuslassg
So far Norry Hoyt and I have tralned four huskies 1n the fine art, with
quite a bunch of others dying to lesarn, The advantages to thls arrangement
are not to be laupghed off, i,e, The Women's College Athletic fund csn aurely
contribute tc the welfare of the Club, perhaps to a greater extent than the
ilen's College; the poeslibllity of a women's crew 1s hetter than for the men
because of the numbers of 1ndilvlduala in the reapective colleges right now,



and thirdly, because i think we can have better rowing competlitlon
for the women (againet Wellesly and Smith and perhaps Holyoke) than
for the men (ag&inst institutiona whiech far cutclaes uas),

The Rowing Club ieg at present sponsoring & drive for scrap papee
te ralase more money. Our immedlate oblective 18 to purchase as econ ag
pogelble two four-cdered heats for intrawmural snd outeide ecompetition.
Hamerty in Cohagset, Masga eald he had two reconditloned toate this fall,
which I'm golng to ask about again, because I think now we can actually
purchase them. Do you anprova?

We still have the use of the Crompton and Knowlss placﬁénd l gusse
can continue to have it if we ask,

Norry hag beem helplng me most every day taking one boat or anothe
out. For DSpree day we are scheduled to race the elght in the doubles and
as we've covered the ¥ half-mile strekh in about 3:45 we think we mlght
even Keep up the faculty wlnning etresk, Unfortunately he is lesving for
2 place of honer 1in the U.8.Navy on May 29th, so i'll have to carry the whol
load after that, 1 myself heve been dafedﬁd untll Aug. and expect 1t to
continue under the present rullng.

%well that's the blg news.
Are you comlng back soon?

With very best wlshea to wou and the whole
family,

= Bincerely,



